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PRESIDENt’S MESSAGE

Jill Marilley, PE
2012 Chapter PresidentA Vibrant Future

before how I am truly humbled by having served as president for 
the chapter. However, I must now leave my post as I have been 
given the opportunity to serve our profession and organization as 
a national director. I am not sure what words can describe what it 
means to be able to head for the national board and continue our 
work at a national level. Frankly, I’m flabbergasted, a little scared, 
and bewildered. But those who know me well know that is just the 
“calm before the storm” and in a couple of weeks at Congress, I’ll 
be in full “Jill” mode with goals, determination and the contacts to 
make it all happen.

I joined APWA in 1999 and, like most organizations I join, 
started getting involved right away with the transportation 
Committee, Awards and other committees. It seems to be very 

hard for me to join a group, just be a member and not get involved. 
But in these past years I couldn’t have imagined what we as a 

chapter could have achieved. And this is where the “I” in all this 
changes to a “we”. We have grown larger than even the leaders 
ten years ago could have imagined, and our chapter serves our 
members more broadly than was even envisioned back then. I 
covered most of these items in previous columns and encourage 
you to find other areas we can grow and expand.

But we must continue to look to the future. In my opinion, the 
single greatest challenge facing our organization is ensuring our 
foundation for the future is still relevant as we address financial 
resources for our professional requirements, competition from other 
specialty organizations and the changing generational needs for our 

I know you have 
read my words

“We must be strong believers that APWA members have a responsibility 
to be stewards for public works within their communities.” 
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membership development and retention.  
 We must be strong believers that 

APWA members have a responsibility 
to be stewards for public works within 
their communities.  However, we can’t do 
it alone or in an arena where our efforts 
may have been thwarted by poor public 
relations. Positive public relations must be 
a priority. After educating our members 
we MuSt educate the public and other 
professional organizations on public 
works. our current outreach efforts are 

exceptional and the tools exist to help 
individual members and chapters perform 
grassroots outreach. However, as leaders 
of the organization, we must push the 
public relations development at a national 
level to develop APWA as a household 
name. It takes time, but seeds planted 
at a large scale with student chapters, 
national public relations campaigns and 
high-visibility for funding development in 
Washington, dC, can get the attention of 
news providers with positive messages.

 I believe strongly in the APWA mission 
(national and chapter). With the strategies 
currently in place and the new ones that 
can be introduced, we can ensure our 
APWA foundation is strong for a vibrant 
future as an even more signifi cant and 
infl uential organization.   

People ask why I am so involved 
in our association. I simply answer 
because I believe public works provides 
the backbone to a healthy society and 
life, and our professional organization 
provides structure to help us in ensuring 
that healthy future. thank you again for 
letting me serve the chapter for so long. 
I remain humbled by the kindness and 
generosity so many have shown me, 
and look forward to carrying this to the 
national level. Please contact me with your 
comments and opinions as you see issues 
that you feel strongly about. I can be 
reached at jmarilley@gmail.com.

My Irish blessing to you in my last 
column is simple: “May the sun shine, all 
day long, everything go right, and nothing 
wrong. May those you love bring love 
back to you, and may all the wishes you 
wish come true!” My wish came true to be 
able to have served as your president.  
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transitions
darcey Miller has joined otak as a senior 

wetland biologist.
Jenny ngo has joined otak as a planner.
Kevin timmins and doug Sarkkinen have 

been elevated to principal status with 
otak, Inc.

APWA  
certified members
A full list of all APWA certificants can be 
viewed under their professional category at 
http://www.apwa.net/certification/.

Certified Public  
Fleet Professional (CPFP)
Frederick Y. Chun, CPFP, City of tacoma, 
tacoma, WA, Allen Mitchell, CPFP, 
Snohomish County, everett, WA, Gene 
Jakubczak, CPFP, City of Spokane, 
Spokane, WA, Curtis Shaw, CPFP, City of 
Walla Walla, Walla Walla, WA, Alan Kies, 
CPFP, Pierce County, tacoma, WA, Mathew 
rathke, CPFP, City of Seattle, Seattle, WA, 
richard Weston, CPFP, thurston County, 
olympia, WA

Certified Public  
infrastructure inspector (CPii)
randy Bluher, CPII, City of richland, 

richland, WA
dennis Butler, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
J. david Carnes, CPII, City of Seatac, 

Seatac, WA
Scott douglas, CPII, City of Seatac,  

Seatac, WA
robert dotson, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Stephen B. Flinn, CPII, Harris & Associates, 

Bellevue, WA
dammon Giles, CPII, City of richland, 

richland, WA
Benito Gonzalez, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Mark Hasbargen, CPII, City of Seatac, 

Seatac, WA
Matt Jainga, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
William McKee, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Karen McKenzie, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Kurt Merkle, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Charles Mills, CPII, lumni Indian Business 

Council, Bellingham, WA 
david Scott, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
danny thomas, CPII, City of richland, 

richland, WA
lloyd tjeerdsma, CPII, Gray & osborne Inc, 

Seattle, WA

thomas Wessel, CPII, City of Federal Way, 
Federal Way, WA 

Bradley Wheeler, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Clinton Williams, CPII, KBA, Bellevue, WA
Phillip Van earwage, CPII, Gray and 

osborne, Inc., Seattle, WA

Certified  
Stormwater Manager (CSM)
William Appleton, CSM, City of Federal Way, 
Federal Way, WA, Kirk Christensen, CSM, 
Whatcom County, Bellingham, WA, Jenny 
Gaus, CSM, City of Kirkland, Kirkland, WA, 
Brad Gluth, CSM, City of oak Harbor, oak 
Harbor, WA, Stephen Hitch, CSM, City of 
redmond, redmond, WA, Arthur Jenkins, 
Pe, CSM, City of Spokane Valley, Spokane, 
WA

Scholarship 
winners

kurt Wiseman: Kurt is the winner of our 
2012 Jack Pittis Memorial Scholarship. 
He is going to be a senior at WSu next 
fall and is majoring in civil engineering. 
Kurt worked as an intern for the City of 
Mill Creek during the summers of 2010 
and 2011. City engineer, Scott Smith, had 
this to say about Kurt’s contributions to 
the city:

“His primary tasks included updating 
and quality control checks on the 
city’s street sign, AdA inventory and 
pavement management databases. While 
hardly a glamorous project, Kurt did an 
outstanding job to understand, create 
and troubleshoot complex systems, and 
exceeded all of our expectations.

“Kurt proved that he can work 
independently and has outstanding 
initiative coupled with a great work ethic. 
He will certainly be a valuable asset to 
any future agency or employer, and I look 
forward to working with him again in the 
future.”

Kurt has also volunteered with his local 
YMCA and YWCA, chaperoning teen 
night and coordinating a holiday toy drive. 
Kurt is also the president of the WSu 

toastmasters Club.  
Kurt is a well-rounded young man 

who is very deserving of the Jack Pittis 
Memorial Scholarship. Congratulations!
Chris Padin: Chris Padin is one of two 
Higher education Scholarship winners. 
He is going to be a junior at Seattle 
university next fall and is majoring in 
civil engineering. Chris is also interested 
in obtaining his master’s degree in 
structural engineering. Chris works as 
a Student engineer Intern with SPu’s 
Construction Management division and 
is currently in the materials lab. Chris 
has enjoyed his time with SPu and it 
has inspired him to continue to pursue 
a career in public works. to quote 
him directly, “I am excited for a career 
as a civil servant because I get the 
opportunity to be a part of something 
bigger than myself.” Chris exemplifies 
the work ethic of public works 
employees by holding down a good 
job while also studying engineering, but 
he also spends time on the weekends 
playing racquet sports and participating 
in bible study. Congratulations Chris!

Dustin Gatchalian: dustin also received 
a Higher education Scholarship. dustin 
will be a senior in civil engineering at 
WSu in the fall. He is very active with 
his student chapter of ASCe and is 
currently the chapter president. dustin 
also stays busy working summers as 
an engineering technician for WSdot 
in Yakima. dustin has grown up around 
public works as his father worked for 
both Sdot and Yakima County. dustin’s 
grandfather was also a public works 
employee in the Philippines and was 
involved in constructing two of the 
largest dams in that country. dustin 
says that these two gentlemen are his 
heroes and he would like to walk in their 
footsteps to work in a noble career that 
is measured in how you impact people’s 
lives in a positive way. Congratulations, 
dustin!
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take me out to the ballgame
By lauren Behm

“A hot dog at the ballgame beats roast beef at the Ritz.” 
~Humphrey Bogart

there’s nothing better than going to a baseball game with your 
friends. the sights and sounds of a major league ballpark are 
magical on a summer evening. on July 26, ten APWA members 
met at SAFeCo Field to see the Mariners play the royals.

We smelled the fresh-cut grass and the roasted peanuts, heard 
the crack of the bat and the roar of the crowd, and watched as 
the Mariners bested the royals 4 to 1, led by pitcher John Vargas. 
Vargas threw eight innings, giving up just one run while walking 
three and striking out five, winning his 11th game.

A good time was had by all as we took in the game and 
enjoyed America’s pastime. 

“People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball.  
I’ll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.”  
~Rogers Hornsby 

APWA baseball fans from left to right. top row: Steve Bennett, Katherine 
Claeys, toby rickman, Jill Marilley, Scott Smith, Justin Matthews. Front 
row: Shelly eisenbarth, lauren Behm, tara olsen, Jim davis.
 

 Jill Marilley, Katherine Claeys, and tara olsen visit during the game.
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new & returning Members 

lAurA Bruer, Computer Sys. Business Analyst 3, Pierce County 
Public Works & utilities

JAY Kendell, lead Crew leader, City of Yakima

dAVId MountS, Project development engineer, WSdot

GreG A. SelSteAd, Assistant  State Maintenance engineer, 
WSdot

ronAld l. derrICK, Project Inspector, Gibbs & olson Inc.

trAVIS dutton, Solid Waste Project Coordinator, Pierce County 
Public Works & utilities

KIAnA eller, engineer II, AeCoM

JoAntHA M. GutHrIe, Project Manager, Island County Public 
Works

PAul HArMSon, engineering Manager, MacKay & Sposito, Inc.

AntHonY KAtSAroS, Senior environmental Planner, JBr 
environmental Consultants Inc.

deAnnA MArtIn, Project Manager, the Blueline Group

May through July 2012

trudY olSon, resource Conservation neighborhood 
Coordinator, City of Seatac

JonAtHAn BoeHMe, Civil/utility engineer, City of Port Angeles

CHrIStoPHer BroWn, training Coordinator, Pierce County 
Public Works & utilities

roY CHAnCe, Construction Manager, Kittitas County

dAn J. etter, Street/Stormwater Maintenance lead,
City of Centralia

GArY GrIndleY, Supervisor, Pierce County Public Works & utilities

MArY Ann loBdell, Compliance & Fleet Manager, Port of Seattle

BetH MAnleY, Accounting Assistant, Pierce County Public Works 
& utilities

lornA J. MAuren, Assistant division Manager, City of tacoma

Kent W. MCCue, Construction Manager, City of Pasco

rICK SAHlIn, Street/Storm Superintendent, City of Chehalis

SteVen J. WIlSon, Pe Se, engineer, otak, Inc.

TIRED OF REPEAT
ROAD REPAIRS? 

FIX ROADS 
PERMANENTLY

WITH UPM.

UniquePavingMaterials.com | 3993 E. 93rd Street | Cleveland, OH 44105 | 855-371-2100

UPM® has been used for over 50 years for permanent pothole repair. Immediately 
reopen roads after making repairs with UNIQUE’s flagship high performance cold mix. 
Visit our website today to learn why UPM is the industry leader in pavement repairs.

Permanent Solutions,
Once and Done Repairs
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Calendar of events
BOArD MeeTiNGS
(Contact Pete Capell at 360-397-6118 x4071 

or peter.capell@clark.wa.gov)
October 10, 2012

davenport Hotel, Spokane – 7:00 a.m.
December 7, 2012

Bear Creek Country Club, Woodinville – 9:00 a.m.
March 13, 2013 

Vancouver Hilton – 7:00 a.m.
June 7, 2013 

location tBd – 9:00 a.m.
October 2, 2013 

three rivers Convention Center in Kennewick – 7:00 a.m.
December 6, 2013 

Bear Creek Country Club, Woodinville – 11:30 a.m. 

AreA MeeTiNG WeST
(Call Courtney McFadden @ 425-739-4211)
December 7, 2012

Bear Creek Country Club, Woodinville – 11:30 a.m. 
December 6, 2013 

Bear Creek Country Club, Woodinville – 9:00 a.m.

AreA MeeTiNG eAST
(Call Kirk Holmes @ 509-962-7523)
June 7, 2013 

location tBd – 11:30 a.m.

NATiONAl PUBliC WOrkS Week 
May 19-25, 2013 
 Public Works Week luncheon – 

Call Courtney McFadden @ 425-739-4211 
May 21, 2013 
 Bellevue Hilton – 11:30 a.m.

ANNUAl APWA Ski DAY
February 8, 2013

Crystal Mountain resort at 8:30 a.m.
Call Mike roberts 425-455-9720 or mroberts@kbacm.com

ANNUAl APWA/AGC GOlF TOUrNAMeNT 
August 9, 2013 

1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start Avalon Golf links, Burlington, WA 
               Contact: Bill Holladay at 425-869-9448 or bholladay@

rothhill.com

 PUBliC WOrkS iNSTiTUTe 
 Call John ostrowski @ 360-573 7594 or ostrowj@pacifi er.com
 
TrAiNiNG eVeNTS
http://www.apwa-wa.org/training/chapter.htm 

MPAC, CM and CASC 

APWA CONGreSS
the Best Show in Public Works http://www.apwa.net
August 25-28, 2013

McCormick Place, Chicago, Il
August 17-20, 2014

Canada Metro toronto Convention Centre
August 30-September 2, 2015

Phoenix Convention Center, Phoenix, AZ

CHAPTer CONFereNCeS:
Fall Conference 2012

*october 9-12 davenport Hotel, Spokane
(Contact Peter de Boldt at 425-252-7700, 
peterd@perteet.com)

Spring Conference 2013 
 March 12-15 Vancouver Hilton
 Contact Wendy leinan at 509-961-3793, wleinan@gmail.com 

Fall Conference 2013 
 october 1-4 - three rivers Convention Center, Kennewick
 Contact Wendy leinan at 509-961-3793, wleinan@gmail.com

Spring Conference 2014 
 April 15-18, 2014 - tacoma Convention Center 
 Contact dick McKinley at 253-591-5525, 

dmckinley@ci.tacoma.wa.us 

Fall Conference 2014 
 october 7-10, 2014 - Wenatchee Convention Center 
 Contact ruta Jones at 509-888-3202, 

RJones@CityofWenatchee.com 

For all chapter conferences, please 
contact the following for the specialty areas:

BeInG A SPonSor?
Contact: Jeffrey lykken
jeffrey.lykken@tetratech.com or

BeInG An exHIBItor? 
Contact kelly robinson
kelly.robinson@abam.com at BergerABAM 

BeInG A SPeAKer?
Contact: Mike Clark
253-922-9780
mdc@deainc.com  or

Contact: roberta Johnson 
roberta.johnson@tetratech.com 

at tetra tech. 

Contact: Jon Davies
206-505-3400
Jon.Davies@bhcconsultants.com

For all chapter conferences, please 
contact the following for the specialty areas:
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APWA FALL CONFERENCE
October 9-12, 2012 – Davenport Hotel, Spokane
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We are proud to host the 2012 APWA 
Washington Chapter Fall Conference at 
the historic davenport Hotel in Spokane, 
Washington – one of the most beautiful 
conference venues in the state.

With the focus on Vision. 
Innovation. Determination., we have 
planned great experiences for you in 
pre-conference workshops, technical 
sessions, activities, entertainment, and 
speakers.

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
 Golf
Tuesday, October 9, 2012
the Creek at Qualchan Golf Course
301 e. Meadowlane rd
Spokane, WA 99224

10:30 a.m.    Sign-in and collect box lunch
noon             Shotgun start
5:00 p.m.      Banquet and awards

FALL CONFERENCE 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
James W. Kennedy

As the former 
director for the 
Kennedy Space 
Center, Jim has had 
a front-row seat to 
the triumphs and 
tragedies of space 
exploration over his 
four-decade career.

Jim brings his 
out-of-this-world subject matter down to 
earth with experiences drawn from his 
decades of leadership experience in nASA. 

His behind-the-scenes anecdotes draw in 
his audiences as he provides leadership 
and team building tips against a fascinating 
backdrop of space exploration history.

He opens the door to the nASA family 
like no other person can. His personal 
relationships with top government 
offi cials, astronauts, and the thousands of 
nASA employees provide the inspiration 
and enthusiasm behind his captivating 
presentations.

Space exploration and human 
habitation of space has fascinated 
generations past and present. His ability 
to take the average person into deep 
space and back leave his audiences with 
a thirst for knowledge and an appreciation 
for those who desire only to work for the 
common good.

About James W. Kennedy
James Kennedy retired from nASA in 
2007 having served 36 years with the 
u.S. government. He is the recipient 
of numerous awards and decorations, 
including the nASA distinguished Service 
Medal, nASA outstanding leadership 
Medal, Presidential rank Awards of both 
Meritorious and distinguished Service, and 
many more. retirement has seen many 
opportunities for the Kennedys to promote 
public awareness and advocacy for space 
exploration as a guest lecturer in the cruise 
ship industry, touring with Mannheim 
Steamroller’s space concert entitled, 
Music of the Spheres, guest speaker on 
space exploration to numerous schools 
and universities as well as other interested 

groups. He also serves as a consultant to 
the aerospace industry and board member 
for several space-related organizations.

James resides in Cocoa Beach, 
Florida in a condo overlooking both Cape 
Canaveral and KSC. He and his lovely wife, 
Bernadette (Gomez), enjoy traveling and 
spending time with their family including his 
mother, Bonnie Mahon; son Jeff and his 
wife Meredith and their children Gracen and 
libba Jayne; daughter Jamie and husband 
Jason and their children Hayes and Becca.

FUN RUN/WALK
Thursday, October 11, 6:30-7:30 a.m.
Meet in the lobby of the davenport Hotel 
for an invigorating early morning jaunt 
around riverfront Park.

ENTERTAINMENT
Joshua Seth
Thursday, October 11, 7:00-10:30 p.m.

“Amazingly 
captivating,” 
raves American 
Entertainment 
magazine! Joshua 
Seth’s award-
winning mentalism 
show Beyond Belief 
is a highly interactive, 
genuinely amazing, 

fl at-out funny after-dinner show. Combining 
mind reading, magic, clean comedy, and 
some good old-fashioned showmanship, 
Joshua is able to create an atmosphere of 
laughter and mystery that is unlike anything 
you’ve ever seen before.

CONFERENCE EVENTS

,

How can JBR support your projects?
•  Environmental Due Diligence & Audits 
•  Contaminated Site Investigation,  
    Remediation, & Closure
•  Hydrogeology & Groundwater
•  Stormwater/Surface Water
•  Above/Underground Storage Tanks
•  NEPA/SEPA Expanded Checklists
•  Comprehensive & Land Use Planning
•  Public Outreach & Involvement

Serving Public Works Clients Since 1985
Washington  -  Oregon  -  Idaho  -  Montana  -  Nevada  -  Arizona  -  Utah  -  Colorado

www.jbrenv.com

Contact us: Rebekah Brooks, Northwest Division Manager, [p] 425.977.4994  [e] rbrooks@jbrenv.com
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Winner of the Magic olympics at 
Hollywood’s Magic Castle and nominated 
for both the 2012 Best Male entertainer 
and Best Live novelty Artist awards by 
Campus Activities magazine.

roADeo
Thursday, October 11,  
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Spokane Arena (shuttle service provided)

the APWA operations and 
Maintenance Committee are sponsoring 
the second annual APWA operations 
and Maintenance equipment roAdeo. 
the APWA operations and Maintenance 
Committee invite and encourage you to 
participate, and to allow participation by 
your maintenance workers, in the second 
annual equipment roAdeo.

What is the roAdeo? the roAdeo 
consists of two events. one is a front 
loader negotiating through an obstacle 
course while carrying a piece of culvert. 
the second is a dump truck with a 
snowplow attached negotiating through a 
fairly technical driver’s course, attempting 
to miss certain obstacles while attempting 
to actually strike other obstacles. Both 
events are timed of course with the best 
times in each and best overall being the 
winners. the winners of the events receive 
a Carhartt Jacket and the overall winning 
agency receives the traveling trophy.

For full conference information, including  

detailed session descriptions, visit the  

conference website at  

http://www.apwawafallconference.com/2012/

ConstruCtion  
Bonding summit

2012 Washington Chapter
APWA Fall Conference

Preconference Workshop

tuesday, october 9th, 2012
davenport Hotel, spokane

9:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Fee - $75

(4 CAsC Certificate Hours)

Offices
Bellevue Everett Olympia Spokane Tacoma

www.deainc.com

David Evans and Associates, Inc. (DEA) delivers 
sustainable solutions for energy, water, transportation, 
and land development projects, evaluating conventional 
approaches for ways to improve transportation 
efficiency and minimize carbon emissions; provide 
clean, renewable energy; reduce water consumption 
and enhance ecosystems; while generating social and 
economic value for our clients and communities.

Discover with us. Together we can build a  
more sustainable world.

FALL 201214
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EXHIBITORS

ADS Space 53
Kelly Kokesh
425-457-1187
9754 ne 125th Place, Kirkland, WA 98034
Kelly.kokesh@ads-pipe.com

AECOM  Space 81
206-625-9349
710 Second Avenue, Suite 1000
Seattle, WA 98104
nancy.walker@aecom.com
With offi ces in Bellingham, richland, Seattle and 
Spokane, AeCoM provides engineering, design, 
environmental, planning and construction 
services throughout the state of Washington.

AHBL, Inc. Space 13
Ann Mari Monnett
253-383-2422
2215 n. 30th Street, Suite 300
tacoma, WA 98403
amonnett@ahbl.com

American Concrete Pavement 
Association – Northwest Chapter Space 11
Jim Powell
360-956-7080
711 Capitol Way S., Suite 204
olympia, WA 98501
jim@nwpavement.com and 
lynn@nwpavement.com

Applied Professional Services Space 22
Steve Brown
425-888-2590
43530 Se north Bend Way
north Bend, WA 98045
steveb@apslocates.com
A full-service utility locating company; 
conductibles, non-conductibles, ground 
penetrating radar, utility potholing, subsurface 
utility engineering services and video pipe 
inspection.

Barriers Northwest, LLC Space 43
John Stockman
360-232-4102
19101 ne 23rd Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
jstockman@barriersnorthwest.com

Basalite Concrete Space 67
Katie Hesterberg
253-720-0126
3299 International Place
dupont, WA 98327
Katie.hesterberg@paccoast.com

BergerABAM Inc. Space 20
Janine laMaie
206-431-2300
33301 ninth Avenue S., Suite 300
Federal Way, WA 98003
Janine.lamaie@abam.com

Big R Bridge Space 23
doug Myers
253-797-8293
P.o. Box 97, ravensdale, WA 98051
dmyers@bigrbridge.com

Bravo Environmental NW, Inc. Space 30
Ashley Baldwin 
425-424-9000
6437 South 144th Street, tukwila, WA 98168
abaldwin@bravonw.com

Catchall Environmental Space 50
Jeff McInnis
253-572-0989
2522 n. Proctor, Suite 370, tacoma, WA 98406
jeff@catchallenvironmental.com

Contech Engineered Solutions Space 73
doug Miller
509-874-5179
2823 S. Craig road
Spokane, WA 99001
dcmiller@conteches.com

Coral Sales Company Space 28
Wayne K. Barstow
503-799-8991
9838 Seventeenth Avenue, Portland, or 97222
wayne@coralsales.com

EJ Space 36
Jason McConnell
509-844-2099
8601 n. division Street, Suite d
Spokane, WA 99208
Jason.mcconnell@ejco.com
Global leader providing infrastructure access 
solutions. Contact 800-626-4563 to learn more 
or visit ejco.com.

Ennis-Flint Space 8
Melissa Hutchens
336-475-6600
115 todd Court, thomasville, nC 27360
mhutchens@fl inttrading.com

Enviro Tech Services Space 15
Kenberley Field
509-290-2328
P.o. Box 1383, Veradale, WA 99037
kfi eld@envirotechservices.com

Epic Land Solutions, Inc. Space 34
Mehali Boyer
503-213-3977
10300 SW Greenburg road, Suite 370
Portland, or 97223
mboyer@epicland.com

As of August 24, 2012
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ERW/Harvco Space 78
Greg thomas
206-204-3957
505 3rd Avenue W., Seattle, WA 98119
gregt@erwlighting.com

Exeltech Space 38
Karen rogers
360-357-8289
8729 Commerce Place drive ne, Suite A
lacey, WA 98516
dharris@xltech.com

Filterra Bioretention Systems Space 62
Samantha romano
804-752-1449
11352 Virginia Precast road
Ashland, VA 23005
sromano@fi lterra.com

GeoDesign, Inc. Space 9
traci nolan
503-704-0334
15575 SW Sequoia Parkway, Suite 100
Portland, or 97224
tnolan@geodesign.com
We offer geotechnical engineering, geological, 
environmental, mining, and pavement design 
services from offi ces in Vancouver, longview, 
and Seattle, WA; Portland and Salem, or; and 
Anaheim, CA.

GeoEngineers, Inc. Space 35
April Smith
509-363-3125
523 east Second Avenue, Spokane, WA 99202
asmith@geoengineers.com

Harris & Associates  Space 33
Scott Hodgins
425-453-0999
11245 Se 6th Street, Suite 210
Bellevue, WA 98004
ghodgins@harris-assoc.com
Program management, construction 
management, civil engineering, and municipal 
services for public projects, including 
transportation, water and wastewater, schools, 
and other facilities.

Harris Group Space 64
Kristina Jackson
206-494-9400
300 elliott Avenue West, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98119
Kristina.jackson@harrisgroup.com

HDJ Design Group, PLLC Space 4
Bonnie Cross
360-567-2105
300 W. 15th Street, Vancouver, WA 98660
crossb@hdjdg.com

Hilfi ker Retaining Walls Space 77
lauren Blankinship
800-762-8962
1902 Hilfi ker lane, eureka, CA 95503
lauren@hilfi ker.com

Historical Research Associates, Inc. Space 7
Kenda Salisbury
206-343-0226
1904 third Avenue, Suite 240, Seattle, WA 98101
ksalisbury@hrassoc.com

HWA GeoSciences, Inc. Space 3
Alexandra Garner
425-774-0106 ext. 235
21312 30th drive Se, Suite 110
Bothell, WA 98021
agarner@hwageo.com
Full range of geotechnical and geoscience 
solutions for design and construction of 
transportation, park, solid waste, water, 
wastewater, stormwater, and waterfront projects.

H.W. Lochner Space 72
425-454-3160
400 – 108th Avenue ne, Suite 401
Bellevue, WA 98004
jgarcia@hwlochner.com
Since 1948, lochner’s civil and structural 
engineers, urban planners, and design 
technicians, specializing in transportation, have 
provided valuable professional services to cities 
and counties statewide.

Imbrium Systems Space 49
donna Wright
301-279-8826
7564 Standish Place, Suite 112
rockville, Md 20855
dwright@imbriumsystems.com

KBA, Inc. Space 12
Gretchen Johnson
206-367-3067
11000 Main Street, Bellevue, WA 98004
gjohnson@kbacm.com

KPFF Consulting Engineers Space 26
206-622-5822
1601 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1600
Seattle, WA 98101
marylou.reslock@kpff.com
KPFF is a full-service civil and structural 
engineering fi rm with 52 years in planning, 
concept development, funding support, public 
outreach, design, permitting, and construction 
management.

KriStar Enterprises, Inc. Space 61
Michelle dunlop
707-524-8181
360 Sutton Place
Santa rosa, CA 95407
mdunlop@kristar.com

Lakeside Industries Space 59
rick rawlings
425-313-2681
P.o. Box 7016, Issaquah, WA 98027
rickr@lakesideind.com
eZ Street asphalt is a polymer modifi ed, high 
performance cold mix asphalt used for all types 
of patching of asphalt or concrete. It is WSdot, 
odot, City of Seattle approved for use and 
is available in bulk by the ton, bulk bags, and 
smaller plastic bags.

Landau Associates, Inc. Space 1
Cathy ridley
425-778-0907
130 2nd Avenue S., edmonds, WA 98020
cridley@landauinc.com
landau Associates, an employee-owned 
fi rm specializing in environmental engineering 
and compliance, geotechnical engineering, 
environmental permitting, and natural resources 
services, is celebrating its 30th Anniversary this 
year.

Leotek Space 17
nora Schultz
206-940-2198
536 Williams Avenue n., renton, WA 98057
nschultz@leotek.com

Masons Supply Company Space 27
James Allard
425-487-6161
6018 – 234th Street Se, Suite A
Woodinville, WA 98072
jallard@masco.net

MCR Logistics, LLC Space 41
Mike Cowles (sharing a space with Quiet Zone)
206-949-9330
24627 – 131st Place Se, Kent, WA 98030
mikecowles@mcrlogistics.com
MCr provides consulting services to local 
agencies, providing expertise in working with 
Washington’s railroads (BnSF, uPrr, Sound 
transit commuter rail, and other shortline 
railroads).
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Mead & Hunt Space 51
Scott larsen
503-548-1494
9600 ne Cascades Parkway, Suite 100
Portland, or 97220
scott.larsen@meadhunt.com
Mead & Hunt is a nationwide architecture/
engineering fi rm offering transportation and 
bridge design, aviation services and water 
resources engineering services in the Pacifi c 
northwest.

Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc. Space 21
randi razalenti/Caroline Barlow
503-225-9010
121 SW Salmon, Suite 900, Portland, or 97204
info@msa-ep.com 
A full-service civil and environmental consulting 
engineering fi rm specializing in public 
infrastructure planning, design and project 
delivery. offi ces in Washington, oregon and 
Idaho.

NAPA Integrated 
Business Solutions Space 68
Jim McGinnis
509-994-3660
18206 e 10th Avenue
Spokane Valley, WA 99016
james.mcginnis@genpt.com

NW Enviro-Tech Space 66
don Germann
800-749-5189
887 nW State Avenue, Chehalis, WA 98532
info@nwenviro-tech.com
nW enviro-tech supplies Aquaphalt, a 
revolutionary, pre-mixed, environmentally friendly 
pavement repair product equal to Hot Mix in 
strength and durability, in any weather.

Northwest Linings & 
Geotextile Products Space 46
Julie McKinney
253-872-0244
21000 77th Avenue S., Kent, WA 98032
Julie@northwestlinings.com

Northwest Underwater 
Construction Space 32
eric Muller
360-991-5226
91617 nW 52nd, Vancouver, WA 98685
emuller@nwuwconst.com

Otak, Inc. Space 16
Courtney McFadden
425-739-4211
10230 ne Points drive, Suite 400
Kirkland, WA 98033
Courtney.mcfadden@otak.com
International multidisciplinary design fi rm. 
our integrated design approach helps clients 
address each project’s economic potential, while 
fostering environmental stewardship and social 
responsibility.

Owen Equipment Company  Space 54
Kitty Scott
800-992-3656
P.o. Box 30959, Portland, or 97294
kscott@owenequipment.com
Sales, rentals, service, parts, and accessories 
for environmental maintenance equipment. 
Authorized distributors for elgin, Vactor, 
envirosight, Vivax/Metrotech, Sewer equipment 
Company of America, and triple-l trailers.

Pacifi CAD Inc. Space 74
ellie Bowman
509-326-7789
159 S. lincoln Street, Suite 321
Spokane, WA 99201
ellie@pacifi cad.com

Pacifi c Power Products Space 80
randy lukkasson
253-395-9077
5808 S. 196th Street, Kent, WA 98032
rlukkasson@pacifi cpowergen.com

Precision Concrete Cutting Space 31
Jim Buckley
509-421-2090
3191 north Canyon road
Provo, ut 84604
jimb@safesidewalks.com

Quiet Zone Technologies Space 41
robert Albritton 
(sharing space with MCr logistics)
817-820-6347
7471 Benbrook Parkway, Benbrook, tx 76126
rla@quietzonetech.com

RH2 Engineering, Inc.  Space 29
thema Crenshaw
425-951-5400
22722 29th drive Se, Suite 210
Bothell, WA 98021
tcrenshaw@rh2.com
Working collaboratively with public works staff 
to improve infrastructure throughout WA, rH2 
provides designs that maximize resources and 
minimize problems.

Right of Way Associates, Inc. Space 57
Paula Karavanich
503-644-3436
10186 SW laurel Street, Beaverton, or 97005
paula@rowainc.com

Roadwise, Inc. Space 70
laura lane
253-761-2487
1616 S. Geiger Street, tacoma, WA 98465
llane@roadwise-inc.com

Roth Hill Space 10
Bill Holladay
425-289-7345
11130 ne 33rd Place, Suite 200
Bellevue, WA 98004
bholladay@rothhill.com
A professional organizaton of engineers, 
surveyors and planners working as advocates 
for our public works clients for over 40 years, 
project after project.

SeaTac Lighting & Controls, LLC Space 18
ed Aristo
206-575-6865
4439 S. 134th Place, Bldg. e
Seattle, WA 98168
earisto@seataclighting.com
representing state-of-the-art led luminaires, 
controls, traffi c signal & lighting poles for street, 
roadway, nostalgia and contemporary designs.   

Shea Carr Jewell Space 45
dusty Jones
509-886-3265
15 Palouse Street, Wenatchee, WA 98801
dustyj@sheacarrjewell.com

Skillings Connolly Space 2
tom Skillings
360-491-3399
5016 lacey Blvd. Se, lacey, WA 98503
tskillings@skillings.com
Veteran-owned small business providing civil 
engineering; transportation; water, sewer, and 
stormwater; planning and permitting; surveying; 
real estate services; environmental; and 
construction management and inspection.

Snap-Tite Space 39
Steve Fischer
360-772-1396
16101 Bothell-everett Highway, #d-304
Mill Creek, WA 98012
steve.fi scher@isco-pipe.com

Sound Earth Strategies, Inc. Space 52
Sue Moir
503-290-0119
2811 Fairview Avenue, Suite 2000
Seattle, WA 98102
smoir@soundearthinc.com

State of Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission Space 48
Anna Gill
360-664-1118
1300 S. evergreen 
Park drive SW, P.o. Box 47250
olympia, WA 98504
agill@utc.wa.gov

Tensar International Corporation Space 19
Mark lally
206-41808792
2500 northwinds Parkway, Suite 500
Alpharetta, GA 30009
mlally@tensarcorp.com

Terracon Space 47
Peter Gulash
425-771-3304
21905 64th Avenue W., Suite 100
Mountlake terrace, WA 98043
pmgulash@terracon.com

Tetra Tech Space 63
Irene Wall or traci Cope
206-883-9438
1420 Fifth Avenue, Suite 600, Seattle, WA 98101
irene.wall@tetratech.com
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The PPI Group Space 55
Jesse thompson
425-251-9722
18040 72nd Avenue S., Kent, WA 98032
jesset@theppigroup.com
Celebrating serving the Pacifi c northwest for 85 
years. We are the go-to solution for our clients in 
the AeC and public works industries. With more 
than 80 years of hands-on experience, we’re 
an unmatched resource for industry knowledge 
when it comes to technology.

Tinnea & Associates, Inc. Space 82
Jean tinnea
206-328-7872
P.o. Box 22349, Seattle, WA 98122
jeant@tinnea.net
Corrosion consulting: inspection, GeCor 
corrosion rate, materials selection, design, 
historic preservation, training, non-destructive 
laboratory, resistivity, soil and concrete testing. 
We work on docks, piers, bridges, parking 
garages, transit, water and wastewater piping.

Titus Industrial Group Inc. Space 79
lewis titus
541-389-1975
62292 Byram road, Bend, or 97701
lewis@titusig.com

Traffi c Safety Supply Co. Inc. Space 25
todd Wilson
503-235-8531
2324 Se umatilla Street, Portland, or 97202
twilson@tssco.com

Trane Energy Services Company Space 42
Ashley Griffi th
425-586-1213
2021 152nd Avenue ne, redmond, WA 98052
Ashley.griffi th@trane.com

Transpo Group Space 58
natalie Schneider
425-821-3665
11730 118th Avenue ne, Suite 600
Kirkland, WA 98084
Natalie.schneider@transpogroup.com

Transportation 
Improvement Board Space 75
Andrea Weston-Smart
360-586-1157
P.o. Box 40901, olympia, WA 98504
andreaw@tib.wa.gov

TranTech Engineering, LLC Space 6
Kash nikzad
425-894-8937
12011 ne 1st Street, #305
Bellevue, WA 98005
knikzad@trantecheng.com

Universal Field Services, Inc. Space 71
Mitch legel
425-673-5559
111 Main Street, #105, edmonds, WA 98020
mlegel@ufsrw.com
offering comprehensive land and right of way 
acquisition negotiations, relocation assistance, 
appraisals, roW cost estimates, title research, 
permitting, feasibility route selection and related 
professional services.

URETEK ICR Washington, LLC Space 37
Jason Knight
281-516-9094
1400 Graham drive, Suite B206, tomball, tx 
77375
jknight@icrnus.com

Western System Refuse 
& Street Equipment Space 76
Martin Baldwin
509-847-9221
911 thierman Street road
Spokane Valley, WA 99212
martinbaldwin@westernsystem.com

White Shield, Inc. Space 65
randy Bright
509-547-0100
320 n. 20th Avenue, Pasco, WA 99301
rbright@whiteshield.com

WHPacifi c Space 14
Heather Brown
425-951-4718
12100 ne 195th Street, Suite 300
Bothell, WA 98011
hbrown@whpacifi c.com
As the largest native American-owned AVe fi rm 
in the nation, we provide architecture, building 
engineering, land development, water resources, 
survey, scanning services and transportation.

Wilson Fleet Services Space 44
Jon Klump
360-442-6181
5585 e. evergreen Blvd., Suite 5410
Vancouver, WA 98661
jklump@wilsonfl eet.com

WSDOT Space 5
Judy Mcdonald
360-705-7809
P.o. Box 47390, olympia, WA 98504
judy.mcdonald@wsdot.wa.gov

w

Customers deserve the best.
We demand it.

 We are EJ.

Learn more at ejco.com or 800 626 4653
East Jordan Iron Works is now EJ
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SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9 (PRE-CONFERENCE)
7:30-5:00  registration and Information desk open

Pre-Conference Workshops
8:30-9:00  Meet and Greet — outside elizabethan room

Grease Summit 2012 Workshop — Early Bird Room
9:00-10:30 Session A FoG Basics 101
10:30-10:45  Break
10:45-12:00  Session B Current Solutions – the Good, the Bad and the ugly
12:00-1:00  Lunch Break — Isabella Ballroom
1:00-2:30  Session c Solutions that Work and developing an effective FoG Pretreatment Program
2:30-2:45  Break
2:45-3:45  Session D roundtable discussion and Q&A/Wrap up

Construction Bonding Summit Workshop — Elizabethan Room
9:00-10:30  Session A Bid, retainage, and Performance/Payment Bonds – Statutes and Issues
10:30-10:40  Break
10:40-12:00  Session B Bid, retainage, and Performance/Payment Bonds – the Surety Industry
12:00-1:00  Lunch Break — Isabella Ballroom
1:00-2:30  Session c roundtable discussion and Q&A/Bid, retainage, and Performance/Payment Bonds 
 - Agency and Contractor experiences
2:30-2:45  Break
2:45-3:30  Session c continued
3:30-3:45  wrap up

Golf Tournament — The Creek at Qualchan Golf Course
10:30   Check-in and Pickup Box lunch
12:00   Golf tournament — shotgun start at noon
5:00  Banquet and Awards

7:00-10:00  Board of Directors welcome Reception — davenport Suite

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10
7:00-4:30  registration and Information desk open
7:00-9:00  Board of Directors Breakfast Meeting — davenport Board room
9:00-10:30  Legislative and Funding Update — early Bird room
10:30-11:30  chapter and committee Meetings — Flowerfi eld and Porter rooms
11:30-1:30  Kick-off Luncheon — Grand Pennington
1:30-2:00  exhibitor Visits
2:00-3:00  technical Sessions
 early Bird   Can you dig it? Washington has a new dig law, are you ready?
   (Anna Gill, utilities and transportation Commission)
 elizabethan  Alternative Project delivery – lessons learned for local Agencies
   (linda de Boldt, Seattle Public utilities; Freeman Anthony, City of Bellingham)
 Flowerfi eld  Maintaining a road network with declining revenues
   (Bruce Wagner, Pierce County; laura Bruer, Pierce County)
 Porter   tips and techniques for raking and Creating the Perfect HMA Patch
   (Mark Berntsen, City of Kirkland)
3:00-3:30  Break
3:30-4:30  technical Sessions
 early Bird   topics of Current Interest in Space exploration
   (Jim Kennedy, former director of Kennedy Space Center)
 elizabethan  risk Management for transportation engineers
   (Andy Cooley, Keating Bucklin & McCormack, Inc.)
 Flowerfi eld  trenchless rehabilitation of Aging Water and Sewer Infrastructure
   (ulf Gwildis, CdM Smith; John Crippen, CdM Smith)
 Porter   Street tree Program – Pruning and Sidewalk damage Assessment (Mark Padgett, City of Kirkland)
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   (ulf Gwildis, CdM Smith; John Crippen, CdM Smith)
 Porter   Street tree Program – Pruning and Sidewalk damage Assessment (Mark Padgett, City of Kirkland)

5:00-6:00  First-timers wine Social — Isabella Ballroom
7:00-10:00  Exhibitor Hosted Social/Jack Pittis Scholarship Silent Auction — 
 Grand Pennington/Hall of doges/Marie Antoinette

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11
6:30-7:30  Fun Run/walk (meet at davenport Hotel lobby)
7:00-4:30  registration and Information desk open
7:30-9:00  Buffet Breakfast and Prayer Breakfast —Grand Pennington/lincoln room
9:00-4:00  equipment roAdeo — Spokane Arena (shuttle service provided)
9:00-10:00  technical Sessions
 early Bird   lessons in life and leadership, Inspired by Stories of Space exploration
   (Jim Kennedy, former director of Kennedy Space Center)
 elizabethan  Introduction to Greenroads (Freeman Anthony, City of Bellingham; travis rauscher,   
   Perteet Inc.and/or dan Hansen, Perteet Inc.; Aaron Knight, KPG; Jessica    
   Knickerbocker, City of tacoma)
 Flowerfi eld  trenchless technologies – Sensible Applications
   (Bill Austell, Frank Coluccio Construction; design engineer tBd)
 Porter   Waste Water Collection System Master Plan – the Gresham experience
   (Matthew Hickey, Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc.)
10:00-10:30  Exhibitor Hosted Break — Hall of doges/Marie Antoinette
10:30-11:30  technical Sessions
 early Bird   Washington State Preferred Pumper Program (Julie Howell, City of Seattle; 
   Clayton Brown, Clean Water  Services) 
 elizabethan  Progressive Intersection design – diverging diamonds
   (dan Grayuski, Fehr & Peers; Genessa Cebriak, WSdot eastern region)
 Flowerfi eld  translating from techno-Geek to People Speak: What language was that again?
   (Penny Mabie, enviroIssues; Sheila Harrison, Seattle Public utilities; noel Miller, 
   retired from City of edmonds)
 Porter   CSo In-line Combined trunk Infl ow design & use of Spatial rainfall Variability
   (Alex Sylvain, AeCoM; Kiana eller, AeCoM)
11:30-1:30  Luncheon — Grand Pennington
1:30-2:30  technical Sessions
 early Bird   Snohomish’s CSo reduction Project Phase 1 (Aaron Werner, BHC Consultants)
 elizabethan  obtaining a railroad Quiet Zone in your Community
   (Mike Cowles, MCr logistic llC; Jim dunn, City of Washougal)
 Flowerfi eld  Building AdA Compliance into your Construction Work Zone
   (Mike roberts, KBA, Inc.; Jack Bighorse, WSdot)
 Porter   low Impact development in eastern Washington - Challenges, Successes and
   lessons learned (Matt Zarecor, Spokane County; lynn Schmidt, 
   City of Spokane; Aimee navickis-Brasch, university of Idaho Phd Candidate)
2:30-3:30  Exhibitor Hosted Break — Hall of doges/Marie Antoinette
3:30-4:30  technical Sessions
 early Bird   drycleaners in Your City? Know the Impacts
   (debra oliver, King County; Steve Whittaker, King County)
 elizabethan  lessons learned using Federal Funds (WSdot Highway & local Programs 
   representative; local Agency representative, tBd)
 Flowerfi eld  System Awareness: the Moscow ecodriver Program (tyler Palmer, City of Moscow)
 Porter   Conducting risk Based Assessments of Stormwater underground Injection Control   
   Facilities that Minimize Future Costs (John Knutson, urS; Bill rice, urS; erik Pruneda, urS)
5:00-6:00 Beer-tasting Scholarship Fundraiser — Steam Plant restaurant (short walk from the davenport)
6:00-7:00  No-Host Social — Grand Pennington
7:00-10:30  Banquet and Entertainment — Grand Pennington

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12
8:00-8:30  Buffet Breakfast — Marie Antoinette
8:30-10:00  Chapter Business Meeting — Marie Antoinette
Follows Mtg.  Host committee Meeting — Marie Antoinette
Follows Mtg.  Program committee Meeting — Marie Antoinette
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nothing stays the same, but for 27 
years, Washington’s dig law did. When 
rCW 19.122 offi cially went on the 
books, ronald regan was president, 
the Berlin Wall still stood, and Wham! 
topped the Billboard charts. needless to 
say, a lot has changed since then, and 
in addition to “encouragement” from 
the Federal Government, the utilities 
and transportation Commission (utC) 
decided it was time to take a look at our 
underground utilities statute.

After three grueling years, and a lot of 
help from a group of stakeholders, the 
utC provided a bill for consideration to 
the 2011 legislature. the bill passed and 
became the underground utilities damage 
Prevention Act of 2011. this re-write of the 
current law provides many improvements 
including addressing outdated practices 

and compensating for shortcomings in the 
current law.

Change can be hard, even if it’s for the 
better. that’s why we want to make sure 
that everyone is aware of the new law and 
prepared for its inception on January 1. 

important changEs
there are many changes to rCW 19.122. 
Knowing what they are and how they apply 
to your industry, and others, is crucial for 
success and compliance.

 if you’re an excavator: there are 
many changes the current law which 
pertain to excavators. Most importantly, 
excavators are now required to outline 
their dig area in white paint prior 
to calling for a locate. If working on 
a large site (more than 700 linear 

feet), or digging in multiple sites, 
an excavator must confer with the 
facility operator to enable them to 
locate underground facilities before 
digging begins for each phase of work. 
Another important change is that an 
excavator must maintain the locate 
marks for 45 days. After that, the dig 
ticket expires and a new locate must 
be requested if work on the project will 
continue past that time. 

 if you’re a facility operator: 
You will now have to provide the 
excavator with reasonably accurate 
information by marking facility 
locations. Most importantly, facility 
operators must provide information 
about the presence of unlocatable 
facilities. this must be done by 

Washington’s dig 
law is changing – 

Will You Be Ready?
anna gill, program specialist, 
utilities and transportation 
commission’s offi ce 
of pipeline safety
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placing a triangular mark at the 
main utility line within the proposed 
excavation area. Another option is 
to arrange a meeting with the 
excavator at the worksite to provide 
available information about the location 
of service laterals. It is also permissible 
to provide copies of the best 
reasonably available records to the 
excavator. Another important change is 
that facility operators must subscribe 
to the one-call locator service. 
Failure to do so is considered willful 
intent to avoid compliance.  

 if you’re a government or 
permitting agency: one addition is a 
requirement that pertains to every level 
of government. rCW 19.122.033(3)
(4) requires government entities notify 
a pipeline company when planning 
any excavation or construction 
within 100 feet of a right-of-way 
containing a transmission pipeline. 
this distance may be greater if required 
by local ordinance. Additional important 
changes focus on government offices 
that issue permits under codes adopted 
pursuant to the State Building Code 
Act (rCW 19.27). When permitting 
construction or excavation 
within 100 feet of a right-of-way 
containing a transmission pipeline, 
the permit issuer must notify the 
pipeline company of the permitted 
activity when it issues the permit or 
require as a condition of issuing the 
permit, that the applicant consult 

with the pipeline company. Again, 
this distance may be greater if required 
by local ordinance.

EnforcEmEnt
one of the biggest shortcomings of the 
current law is a lack of enforcement 
authority. Although there are penalties 
for violating the current dig law, there 
isn’t any designated entity to enforce 
those penalties. In the update version, 
a Safety Committee will be created to 
hear complaints of alleged violations of 
rCW 19.122 and make recommendations 
for enforcement action to the utC or 
Attorney General, depending on the parties 
involved. After a competitive bidding 
process, the utC selected the Washington 
utilities Coordinating Council to execute 
the contract to establish and provide 
administrative assistance to the Safety 
Committee. It is our expectation that the 
Safety Committee will be selected and 
ready to start work by Jan. 1. 

othEr important changEs
Currently, we don’t have accurate 
information on how many damages occur 
in Washington per year. to better track 
and follow how damage is occurring a 
reporting requirement has been added 
to the new law. Facility operators and 
contractors who observe or cause 
damage must report any scrapes, gouges, 
cracks, dents or other visible damage 
to the utility to the utC via the online 
Virtual dIrt program within 45 days 
of the incident. You can access Virtual 

dIrt by going to the utC website, www.
utc.wa.gov/pipelinesafety. You will have 
to create an account in order to submit 
reports. It’s free and easy, so get set up 
now so you are ready by Jan. 1.

With the ability to now assess and 
collect penalties, a Damage Prevention 
Account will be established to collect 
penalty money. this account can be used 
for educational programming intended 
to promote damage prevention. You will be 
able to apply for grants from this account 
through the Safety Committee. 

Educational opportunitiEs
the utC is available to come speak to 
your office or group and discuss the 
changes to the dig law upon request. We 
are also hosting two seminars, detailing 
changes and providing other industry 
stakeholders to answer questions and 
provide additional information. to learn 
more about these events, visit the utC’s 
website, www.utc.wa.gov/diglawseminar 
for the latest information. In conjunction 
with the MrSC, the utC will be hosting a 
Webinar on october 3 outlining the new dig 
law and discussing how it will affect public 
agencies. the utC will also be participating 
in the APWA Fall Conference providing a 
preconference workshop on oct. 9.

the law isn’t perfect, but it does 
bridge the gap of 27 years of progress 
in the underground utilities and damage 
prevention industry. if you have any 
questions regarding the new law or 
educational opportunities, contact Anna Gill 
at agill@utc.wa.gov or 360-664-1118. 
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the City of Bothell and the City of 
Woodinville teamed up to kick off national 
Public Works week with a fun-for-all one-
day event focused on all things sustainable. 
Sustainamania engaged the community in 
activities to stimulate sustainable thinking at 
a family level.

event location
the community event was staged on the 
site of the Bothell Public Works operations 
Center leed Silver certifi ed Administration 
Building.

SuStAInAMAnIA 
Hits the City of Bothell

local vendors set up 35 booths touting 
their sustainable goods and services. the 
City of Bothell Public Works department 
created fun interactive exhibits to educate 
folks about the city’s commitment to 
sustainability.  

Family friendly activities
Children were thrilled by the touch a 
truck activity where public works crew 
members helped kids climb into public 
works equipment, explaining how it works 
and how public works employees stay 

safe and keep the community safe.
Families boarded a shuttle bus 

to nearby Centennial Park to see a 
crew of live goats effectively removing 
invasive blackberries – by eating them!

Kids found many creative 
opportunities to learn how to be 
more sustainable, like the Poo toss. 
Go ahead and laugh, the kids sure 
did! While bagging and tossing fake 
pet waste into a garbage can, kids 
were reminded how important it is to 
properly dispose of pet waste.

By Sabrina Combs, recycling and Public Services Project Administrator and Maureen Carlson, 
Administration Assistant, City of Bothell, Washington

touch a truck: Staffer tim Keil assists 

kids on the riding lawn mower.
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Animals, tours, 
giveaways, and more
Baby chicks provided the super cute 
factor that kept all ages engaged in a 
demonstration of backyard chicken farming.

Folks who enjoyed tours of the preserved 
wetland on the site received an evergreen 
Huckleberry, a drought tolerant native plant, 
to plant in their garden at home.

local experts were on hand to instruct 
Sustainamania attendees about pesticide 
use at home.

Kids hammed it up and took home 
a free Polaroid photograph taken with 
costumed sustainability characters, Bert the 
Salmon, Corey the Apple Core, and Waste 
Management’s Chuck the Cart.

Cedar Grove Compost distributed 
vouchers that Sustainamania attendees 
could exchange for a free bag of compost. 
A $20 Chinook coupon book that features 
information on sustainable products and 
services available in the Puget Sound 
area was distributed free to the fi rst 100 
attendees.

Sustainable options and services
Sustainamania attendees could bring CFl 
bulbs, batteries, Styrofoam, and plastic 
bags for recycling at the event.

the goal of Sustainamania is to 
make it easy to be sustainable. As the 
Sustainamania coordinator, I would like 
people to leave the event with new ideas 
and tips for how to be greener every day 
at home. I am pleased that 250 folks 
turned out for this fi rst-time event, and 
excited about making next year even more 
successful.

Bothell’s public works staff did a fantastic 
job of showcasing their programs and 
services, including the education on how 
to properly store and dispose of chemicals 
to protect our streams; information on 
how to reduce the size of your garbage 
bill by diverting materials from the garbage 
using recycling, food scrap, or yard debris 
collection services; tools for keeping fats, 

oils, and grease (FoG) out of the sewer 
system, and information from staff on 
what it is that public works does in their 
community.

Families walking through the event 
enjoyed hands-on opportunities to learn 
how their everyday activities really do 

tony Benson in the Surface Water department talks source control.

DESIGN & CUSTOMER OWNED UTILITY LOCATING:   
Our team of utility locators have an average of 10 years locating 
experience. We use the latest in RF and Multi-frequency locating devices 
to help ensure the highest quality locate. We work closely with the Design 
& Survey teams to make sure they understand what utilities we have 
found and how they might impact the clients project. Contractors receive 
the benefit of APS designating the Customer owned utilities that lay just 
outside of the Right-of-Way that aren’t covered by the One-Call system. 
Experience and relationships with our clients is what we value most.

STORM, SEWER & CONDUITS: 
Utilizing the latest in Video inspection equipment and locatable transmitters 
we are able to accurately locate and video Storm, Sewer and Conduit 
systems. We are able to proof conduits as small as 2” diameter in lengths of 
up to 900 feet. Our mainline Video inspection system is capable of inspecting 
and locating storm and sewer systems in lengths up to 1000 feet. 

AIR/VACUUM UTILITY POTHOLING: 
Standard utility locates give you an idea of where a utility is. Utility 
Potholing verifies the exact location of the target utility by utilizing our air 
vacuum excavation system to safely expose the utility through a 12”x12” 
opening. The information gathered on the utility is placed on a “ Test 
Hole Data Sheet “ and represents a 3-Dimensional view of where the 
utility lies in the field. This information is best used in the design phase 
of construction projects and helps to virtually eliminate utility damages, 
re-designs and project delays. 

“A Full Service Utility Locating Company”

www.apslocates.com
Ph: 425.888.2590    Fax: 425.888.2554

APPLIED PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES, INC.

We serve both Washington and Oregon

Now offering Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) to our 
extensive list of services and capabilities.
Please contact us with questions or for a free demonstration.

“Bothell’s public works staff did a fantastic job of 
showcasing their programs and services, including 

the education on how to properly store and 
dispose of chemicals to protect our streams.”

affect the environment. the best part 
was having a kids’ activity for families to 
complete a bingo card by walking to the 
different booths at the event and fi nding 
answers to questions in their bingo cards. 
the completed bingo cards were returned 
in exchange for a prize backpack with 
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shoelaces made from recycled bottles, 
temporary tattoos, coloring crayons, and 
event booklet with sustainable activity and 
coloring pages.  

Community response
Here’s what one family thought of 
Sustainamania:
 Thanks for the Sustanamania event this 

past Saturday. My husband and I took 
our two boys there for a family outing, 
and it was truly the BEST thing we have 
done all year with them. Our younger 
son Kyle, was completely enamored 
with all the trucks, John Deere’s blade 
in particular (our thanks to the very 
kind individual who went above and 
beyond) to make the whole experience 
very special. Our older son very much 
enjoyed the bat booth as well as the 
composting, recycling, and science-
oriented booths available. It may sound 
funny but to our boys, this was just 
as fun as being at Disneyland. Had 
we not had a birthday party to attend, 
we would have spent our entire day 
at your event. Our older son is on the 
autism spectrum, and it is very diffi cult 
to attend these types of venues. Yours 
was right up our alley and it made the 
day so very special for us as a family. 
So much to learn about, and connect 
as a community. Our special thanks to 
the Schnitzer group who so patiently 
answered many questions about 
materials, and to the gentlemen by the 
trucks who allowed our younger son, 
Kyle, to honk the horn and seek out the 
lawnmower blade. It was a day we will 
treasure, and look forward to next year. 
I will be happy to spread the word and 
promote your event for next year. 

Kind regards and many thanks, 
Bothell Resident

Planning begins
Staff is currently planning for next year’s 
event and is excited about the opportunity 
to grow the event in the future. 

Bert the Salmon (costume) waves at children visiting the event.  

Andy loch educates about keeping 

our local streams clean and 

protecting salmon.

WASHINGTON

(800) 552-5957

EDMONDS

SEATTLE

TACOMA

TRI-CITIES

SPOKANE

OREGON

(800) 624-6709

PORTLAND

www.landauinc.com

30TH ANNIVERSARY |  CELEBRAT ING SUCCESS

VISIT US AT BOOTH NO. 1
2012 APWA FALL CONFERENCE

Portland | 503.644.9447Seattle | 425.636.7900 

kleinfelder.comSnoqualmie Falls
Redevelopment

...unique  application of expertise, experience, extensive 
services and solution thinking...
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GIVE YOUR FIXED NETWORK LEGS.

Contact Warren Kannarr at warrenk@fjmartin.com or call 206.660.8642. Visit us online at mastermeter.com to learn more.

Read smarter and collect more with 3G Mobile™ AMR.
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PAC is an effective forum that allows 
public works professionals and 

industry leaders to collaborate, discuss, 
learn, and network about management 
and administrative issues that are 
challenging them today.

our public constituents and clients 
are demanding more services at a time 
we face increasingly limited resources 
and a higher standard of accountability. 
MPAC presents training and informational 
sessions to help managers and leaders 
recognize and effectively manage 
constraints and opportunities in this ever 
changing, challenging environment.

 Areas of focus include: 
• Public administration practices, policies, 

programs, and procedures. 
• Public works administration of 

transportation and transit systems, 
infrastructure, and facilities.

• Resource management, fi nancial 
management, and fi scal responsibility.

• Environmental management. 
• Management of technology and 

engineering systems.
• Human resources leadership and 

management topics, practices, and 
policies.

Management and Public 
Administration Committee (MPAC) 2012-2013

Fall 2012 program calendar
the programs listed below will be held 
at the rock Salt restaurant at 1232 
Westlake Avenue north in Seattle. the 
September and december programs are 
lunch events, while the november program 
is a dinner event. the october program 
will be held in conjunction with the APWA 
Fall Conference in Spokane. Complete 
program information will be posted on 
the APWA Washington State Chapter 
website and program announcements will 
be e-mailed to individuals on the MPAC 
mailing list.
• September 19: Right-of-Way (ROW) 

Acquisition 101. With ever-changing 
regulations and increasing audits, it is 
important that roW acquisition projects 
follow correct procedures. experts will 
discuss the dos and don’ts of roW 
acquisition for public projects.

• October 11: Translating from 
Techno-Geek to People Speak. 
exploring how project managers, 
designers, and technical staff are 
talking about water/wastewater 
infrastructure, how language affects 
those discussions, and how we can 
better involve the public and elected 

offi cials through clear understandable 
language, messaging, and graphics.  

• November 14: Streamlining 
Permitting Opportunities with 
the 2012 USACE Nationwide 
Permitting Processes (NWP). nWSs 
are administered by the uSACe and 
authorize minor activities in the nation’s 
waterways, including wetlands. this 
program will discuss two new nWPs, 
three new general conditions, and three 
new defi nitions as part of the 2012 
nWP renewal process.

• December 12: Coordinating 
Funding with Multiple Jurisdictions. 
Several public works revenue options 
are available to both cities and counties. 
this program will discuss which funding 
options and strategies are likely to 
benefi t from planning, communicating, 
evaluating, and coordinating between 
multiple jurisdictions.  

For further information and involvement, 
please contact one of the committee 
chairs:
Brian reznick,

 bsr@shanwil.com 206-695-6671
noel Miller, 

nfmiller17@comcast.net 206-696-3722 

coMMIttEE REPoRt

M

Peace of mind.  24/7 knowledgeable service.  Excellent support.  That’s why Water and 
Sewer Utilities who want to ensure that their pump stations are always up and running 
rely on the trusted expertise of D Square Energy LLC.
 
Since 1990, D Square has focused exclusively on the sales and support of independent 
generator systems.  As your single-source for fully integrated design, engineering, 
construction, and maintenance services, D Square is well-versed in what you need in a 
generator, ensuring peace of mind during power outages and brown outs.  That’s why 
we exclusively sell a broad, scalable suite of reliable power products from Generac and 
service all other generator systems.  Give us a call, we’re anxious to earn your trust by 
demonstrating the difference that reliability, quality and customer care can bring to your 
next project.

Industrial & Commercial Generator Systems

Sales - Service - Parts - Design Solutions

Largest Independent Generator Dealer in the Northwest

24/7 Remote Monitoring & Soft Starts Available
Pacifi c Northwest IDC 

for Generac Power Systems
(800) 820.0162 www.d2energy.com
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Engineers Specify 
 BMP SNOUT® Hoods 

for Stormwater Quality

A Quality Product 
that’s Built to Last

Best Management Products, Inc.
www.bmpinc.com  •  800-504-8008

 
US Patent 6126817, 7857966, 7951294  and Canada Patent 2285146

All content and original artwork © 2011 Goldstreet Design Agency, All Rights Reserved. Original illustrations developed in conjunction with the City of Bellevue.

Washington State Chapter

Environmental
Biotech

®

OCTOBER 9, 2012
www.apwafallconference.com/2012/
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Just how much grease will a 1000-gallon gravity grease 
interceptor hold? one sewer district in the Puget Sound region 
decided to fi nd out.

Adam Gallion, Pretreatment Inspector for Southwest Suburban 
Sewer district, had experienced inconsistent performance in the 
concrete gravity interceptors in his jurisdiction with unexpected 
collection of grease and solids in the second chamber, visible 
fats, oils, and grease (FoG) witnessed in the effl uent soon after a 
pump out, or inexplicable periods of signifi cant bypass followed 
by seemingly effi cient performance.  

Gallion said, “It’s pretty obvious that times have changed but 
jurisdictions are still using technology from the 1940s to solve 
today’s grease problems.” Companies like Schier Products have 
entered the market with super effi cient and high-capacity grease 
interceptors that have a much smaller footprint, but as Gallion 
pointed out, there isn’t an easy way to compare an interceptor that 
holds 1000 gallons to an interceptor that only holds 250 gallons.

Gallion said their jurisdiction has become increasingly averse 
to an indoor grease trap (now called hydromechanical grease 
interceptors) serving a three-compartment sink. “they don’t 
have enough capacity and they are just not getting cleaned often 
enough,” he said. But when asked about the grease storage 
capacity of the larger outdoor concrete gravity interceptors 
preferred by the jurisdiction, Gallion had no answer.

When Gallion fi rst heard about the Water environment 
research Foundation’s (WerF) report Assessment of Grease 
Interceptor Performance (published in 2008) he studied it with 
interest. In the report, WerF cataloged fi ve (5) factors that affect 
the performance of a gravity interceptor including retention time, 
temperature of the infl uent, velocity of the infl uent, design of 
the interceptor, and cleaning frequency, concluding, “Analysis 
of the fi eld grease interceptors has revealed a highly dynamic, 
biological, separation chamber that is infl uenced by the type and 
quantity of FoG and solids that enters the GI and the internal fl ow 
pattern that is produced. the complexity of this system cannot 
be taken lightly and simplifying the procedure to develop a design 
for a specifi c food service establishment may result in a poor 
design for separating FoG and solids.”

WerF described several problems observed in the IAPMo/
AnSI Z1001-07 approved design standard with short-circuiting 
being the most signifi cant defi ciency identifi ed.

Interceptors like Schier’s Great Basin seem to prove WerF 
right. Schier uses diffusion Flow™ technology to create laminar 
fl ow across in an open vessel which uses most of the internal 

wet volume for storing grease and solids. Schier’s GB-250 is third-
party certifi ed by nSF International to the ASMe A112.14.3-2000 
standard for hydromechanical interceptors to separate and store 
1076 lbs of grease at 92.2% average effi ciency.  

In a supplemental report titled FOG Interceptor Design and 
Operation Guidance Manual (published in 2008) WerF identifi ed 
fi ve (5) different gravity interceptor designs or confi gurations. the 
design that caught Gallion’s attention was the distributive tee 
piping confi guration. the reason this was so intriguing was that a 
food service establishment (FSe) could easily and inexpensively 
retrofi t an existing interceptor with this confi guration turning an 
unreliable interceptor into an effi cient pretreatment device.

Gallion recalls discussing the WerF report at length with tom Cash 
who was the Pretreatment Inspector for the city of redmond at that 
time. Cash provided Gallion a basic drawing of the distributive tee 
piping confi guration they wanted to try (see Figure 2).

In January 2011 a project presented itself where Gallion could 
try the new confi guration. A KFC in his jurisdiction submitted plans 
for an extensive remodel. this facility currently had a 35 gpm, 70 
lbs capacity hydromechanical interceptor installed inside under 
their three-compartment sink. Gallion says Baker Commodities had 

FIGURE 1 - SHORT-CIRCUITING FLOW PATTERN OF GRAVITY 
GREASE INTERCEPTOR MINIMIZES RETENTION TIME (IMAGE BASED 
ON “WERF” STUDY)

GRAVITY GREASE 
INTERCEPTOR

BY KEN LOUCKS
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been cleaning out the interceptor every two weeks. If you run the 
numbers, that totals up to 1,820 lbs of grease collected per year. 
this unit had been previously approved as a temporary measure 
contingent upon the installation of a gravity interceptor when the 
facility would later be remodeled.

during this remodel the facility installed a 1000-gallon concrete 
gravity interceptor with the distributive tee piping confi guration 
with all of the fi xtures in the kitchen connected to it except the 
dishwasher and hand wash sink.

Gallion began monitoring the interceptor’s performance right 
away by taking a core sample each from fi rst compartment and 
the second compartment using a dipStick-Pro and measuring in 
inches the amount of FoG and solids in each chamber. He also 
noted when the interceptor was pumped out and the quality of 

the effl uent during each inspection. Following are the dates 
the interceptor was inspected and the data collected:

JUNE 1, 2011
the interceptor is pumped out and washed down removing all 
contents.

FIRST INSPECTION, JUNE 23, 2011
22 days after the interceptor was pumped out the fi rst 
measurements were taken. the fi rst compartment had 526 lbs 
(5”) of grease and 151 gal (10”) of solids. the second chamber 
had 66 lbs (1-1/4”) of grease and no solids in evidence. the 
interceptor had a total of 592 lbs of grease and 151 gallons of 
solids. there was no visible grease in the effl uent.

GRAVITY GREASE 
INTERCEPTOR

FIGURE 2 - DISTRIBUTIVE TEE PIPING CONFIGURATION – FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, INLET PIPING, BAFFLE WALL PIPING, OUTLET PIPING
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SECOND INSPECTION, JULY 7, 2011
36 days after the interceptor was pumped out, the second 
measurements were taken. the fi rst compartment had 631 lbs (6”) 
of grease and 173 gal (12”) of solids. the second chamber had 
105 lbs (2”) of grease and no solids in evidence. the interceptor 
had a total of 736 lbs of grease and 173 gallons of solids. there 
was visible grease present in the effl uent indicating bypass was 
occurring. 

THIRD INSPECTION, AUGUST 1, 2011
61 days after the interceptor was pumped out, the third 
measurements were taken. the fi rst compartment had 421 lbs (4”) 
of grease and 187 gal (13”) of solids. the second chamber had 
316 lbs (6”) of grease and no solids in evidence. the interceptor 
had a total of 736 lbs of grease and 187 gallons of solids. there 
was visible grease present in the effl uent indicating signifi cant 
bypass was occurring.  

AUGUST 4, 2011
the interceptor is pumped out and washed down removing all 
contents.

FOURTH INSPECTION, AUGUST 18, 2011
14 days after the interceptor was pumped out, the fourth 
measurements were taken. the fi rst compartment had 105 lbs (1”) 
of grease and 108 gal (7.5”) of solids. the second chamber had 
79 lbs (1-1/2”) of grease and no solids in evidence. the interceptor 
had a total of 184 lbs of grease and 108 gallons of solids. there 
was no visible grease in the effl uent.

FIFTH INSPECTION, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011
42 days after the interceptor was pumped out, the fi fth 
measurements were taken. the fi rst compartment had 368 
lbs (3-1/2”) of grease and 173 gal (12”) of solids. the second 
chamber had 158 lbs (3”) of grease and no solids in evidence. 
the interceptor had a total of 526 lbs of grease and 173 gallons of 
solids. there was visible grease present in the effl uent indicating 
bypass was occurring. 

SIXTH INSPECTION, SEPTEMBER 27, 2011
54 days after the interceptor was pumped out, the sixth 
measurements were taken. the fi rst compartment had 421 lbs 
(4”) of grease and 173 gal (12”) of solids. the second chamber had 
131 lbs (2-1/2”) of grease and no solids in evidence. the interceptor 
had a total of 552 lbs of grease and 173 gallons of solids. there was 
visible grease present in the effl uent indicating signifi cant bypass was 
occurring.  

Gallion noted that there was no increase in the amount of grease 
in the interceptor between the second and third inspections (25 days 
of operation) and only 26 lbs of additional grease was added between 
the fi fth and sixth inspections (12 days of operation). He concluded 
that the interceptor was not capable of effi ciently storing any more 
than around 600 lbs of grease and that the appropriate cleaning cycle 
for this facility appeared to be around 30 days.

When asked to comment on lessons learned, Gallion these 
observations:

FIGURE 3 - INLET

FIGURE 4 - BAFFLE WALL

FIGURE 5 - OUTLET
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• The IAPMO/ANSI Z1001 gravity interceptor 
design needs to be improved. the 
distributive tee piping confi guration 
enhanced the separation effi ciency of the 
design signifi cantly.  

• The 25% rule (that an interceptor is 
considered full when the grease and 
solids layers combined total 25% of the 
interceptors’ total liquid volume) should 
not be mandated to determine when an 
interceptor is full. the jurisdiction observed 
the WerF confi gured interceptor effi cient 
well beyond 25%.  

• Effl uent quality is a better measurement of 
an interceptor’s performance than the 25% 
rule. If there is FoG in the effl uent then the 
interceptor is bypassing and should be 
pumped out.

• It is clear that this facility was bypassing a 
signifi cant amount of fats, oils and grease 
without the larger capacity interceptor. A 
point of use grease trap under a multi-
compartment sink is not going to catch all of 
the grease from an FSe.

• Jurisdictions should rethink the prudence of allowing indoor 
grease traps which don’t have enough capacity and are 
typically not cleaned out often enough.

• To properly manage FOG problems a jurisdiction needs to 
know how effi cient an interceptor is and how much grease 
it will effi ciently separate and store.  

• Since we can estimate the amount of grease a given FSE 
may produce, interceptors should be sized based on how 
much grease they can hold.

• The way the Plumbing Code sizes grease interceptors 
needs to be improved. Flow rate based sizing methodology 
does not correctly size grease interceptors. A sandwich 
shop is not going to put out as much grease as a Mexican 
restaurant even though they may well have the same 
kitchen setup. the Plumbing Code would size both FSes 
based solely on their fi xtures without considering their 
menus.  

• Approved interceptors should have third-party certifi cation 
of performance or fi eld test data to establish the 
interceptors rated effi ciency and grease storage capacity.

• Grease storage capacities would allow jurisdictions to 
assess the right interceptor for any FSe, whether the 
interceptor is a concrete gravity type or a smaller footprint 
but high capacity hydromechanical type. 

FIGURE 6 – 
DIPSTICK PRO

A |  E  |  C

www.hdrinc.com

Solutions 
for Our Future

HDR is known for vision, 

innovation, and the 

determination to provide 

excellent service to our 

clients, communities, and 

employees.

Olympia | 360.570.4400

Bellevue | 425.450.6200

Edmonds | 425.744.7440

Spokane | 509.343.8500

Seattle | 206.826.4700

Gig Harbor | 253.858.5262

Pasco | 509.546.2040
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CREATE. 
ENHANCE. 
SUSTAIN.
AECOM provides a blend of global reach, 
local knowledge, innovation and technical 
excellence in delivering solutions for a broad 
range of markets. We offer comprehensive 
engineering and planning services to 
both the public and private sector.

www.aecom.com
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engaging the public when budgets are tight can be a challenge.
the good news is you can use the resources, equipment and 

facilities you already have to help tell your department’s story.
this year’s national Public Works Week was the perfect 

opportunity for Pierce County Public Works and utilities to plan 
activities that encouraged community participation and educated 
residents about what we do.  

“departments can tailor these ideas to their own community,” said 
Brian Ziegler, Pierce County Public Works and utilities director. “We 
should celebrate the things that make our communities unique, and 
invite our residents to learn more about the work we do to keep their 
day running smoothly – whether we have a staff of 10 or a staff of 
600.” 

While the following activities did require staff time and money for 
supplies, overall the costs were low. Most staff members spent under 
four hours on their part, and the biggest cost was the paint for the 
Paint a Plow activity. 

Photo contest
the scenery from the Pierce County ferry – which travels 
between the town of Steilacoom and Anderson and Ketron 
islands – is breathtaking. We asked our riders to serve as amateur 

Public Outreach 
On A 

Shoestring Budget 

photographers as part 
of our fi rst Ferry Photo 
Contest.

“our riders 
captured moments 
we never would 
have seen if we 
just decided to 
go out and take 
photos one 
afternoon,” said 
deb Wallace, airport and 
ferry administrator. “the photos will 
be used for years to come, and give the contest 
participants a sense of ownership over the ferry system.”

Photos were submitted via the department’s Facebook page, 
and a local coffee shop donated gift certifi cates to the winners. the 
winners were announced during our ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
remodeled Steilacoom ferry terminal.

Besides adding to our photo library, we increased traffi c to our 
Facebook page, got the word out about nPWW, and promoted 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the ferry terminal. We advertised 

photographers as part 
of our fi rst Ferry Photo 
Contest.

“our riders 
captured moments 
we never would 
have seen if we 
just decided to 
go out and take 
photos one 
afternoon,” said 
deb Wallace, airport and 
ferry administrator. “the photos will 
be used for years to come, and give the contest 

photographers as part 
of our fi rst Ferry Photo 

deb Wallace, airport and 

Reach out to YOUR community!

1. Brainstorm: Come up with ideas that 

highlight the unique work you do in your 

community.

2. Use what you have: Show off your 

fl eet of trucks, invite residents to one 

of your facilities, or use free tools like 

Facebook and twitter to ask followers 

what they think of your latest project.

3. keep it low cost: Highlight different 

divisions to distribute the workload 

evenly; plan activities that use existing 

resources.

4. keep your goal in mind: You want to 

tell your story. Pick a simple message, 

organize the activity around it, and have 

fun!

5. Don’t reinvent the wheel: If an activity 

works, make it an annual event. Ask 

other departments what they’ve tried. 
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the contest via Facebook, twitter, press releases on related topics, 
and posters designed and printed in-house and posted around the 
community and on the ferry boats.

Paint a Plow activity 
two fourth grade classes painted two county snow plows with 
holiday scenes as part of our Paint a Plow activity. Before the 
painting began, we led a question and answer session about public 
works. 

“this fun activity gave us the chance to educate students about 
our work during the winter months,” said Kendal Willits, road 
operations maintenance program manager. “the students did an 
impressive job bringing their designs to life, and we can’t wait to 
show off the plows on our routes next winter.”

the plows were displayed at one of our maintenance facilities 
during nPWW, and a thank-you message to the students was 
posted on the county website and Facebook. 

Facility tours
Public works departments can show off their facilities through public 
tours, giving residents a chance to see firsthand what we do.

For nPWW, we offered tours of our wastewater treatment plant. 
our local tV station also did a segment about the tour, providing 
another outlet to educate the public on our operations.

to increase attendance at your tour, coordinate them with a 
classroom or civic organization to make it worth the staff time.

Volunteer opportunities
employees volunteered at the Puyallup river Clean-up as a way to 
give back and meet local residents. the event was a perfect fit, as the 
department had already helped promote the clean-up as part of Puget 
Sound Starts Here Month. 

“It was wonderful to be able to show our community that we care 
about it, and help keep our waterways clean – one of our department’s 
major areas of focus,” said toby rickman, deputy director.

NPWW proclamation
Public works departments should keep government officials 
informed about the work they do. 

We worked with the county executive and county council to 
create a proclamation about nPWW, and supervisors in each 
division nominated an employee to represent the department at the 
council meeting. director Brian Ziegler read a brief description of 
each employee’s history and work with the department.

“Bringing front-line staff members to the council meeting was 
a great way to put a new face on our department, highlight our 
outstanding employees, and further educate council members 
about the diverse work we do,” said Ziegler. 
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Ever feel like 
marketing is a 
BALANCING ACT?

Q
C

u e z a d a
o n s u l t i n g 

Find your balance.

creative marketing solutions for professional services

proposal/content writing
interviews & presentations
business development
spanish translation

melissa t. quezada     principal 
206.371.1594     

melissa@q-consulting.biz
q-consulting.biz

• Geotechnical / Seismic Engineering
• Geologic Hazard Evaluations
• Tunneling
• Instrumentation
• Construction Dewatering
• Hydrogeology
• Environmental Remediation
• Natural Resources

Integrated Services for 
Public Works Projects

Corp. Headquarters
Seattle, WA

206.632.8020

Richland, WA
Portland, OR 

Anchorage, AK
Fairbanks, AK

Sacramento, CA
Los Angeles, CA

Denver, CO
Saint Louis, MO
Jacksonville, FL

www.shannonwilson.com

• AASHTTO Bridge Manual designs 

• Modular Bin or MSE walls 

• Highly adaptable to site, soil, and utility conditions

• All weather construction

• Half the cost of cast-in-place, substantially less than precast big blocks

• High strength, durable concrete components

• Multiple face textures, geometries and colors 

• Excellent for Cut or Fill sites

WestBlock Systems  •  P.O. Box 64685  Tacoma, Washington 98464  •  800.322.6489  •  www.westblocksystems.com

Contact WestBlock Systems for design software 
downloads and product support information.

A proven solution for a variety of 
site needs and project requirements
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Contact John Carpita, MrSC Public Works Consultant, if you 
have any questions on these items or any other topics. email: 

jcarpita@mrsc.org or phone 206-625-1300

Pavement Preservation and 
unit Cost Survey results Available

By John w. carpita, PE, 
MRSc Public works consultant

n the summer of 2012, MrSC did two 
surveys, one on Unit Costs for repair/

Maintenance and one on Pavement 
Preservation/Maintenance (using Survey 
Monkey). results of both surveys are 
available at the links noted below.

Unit Costs for repair/Maintenance
An administrator for a smaller Washington 
city requested unit cost information for 
repair/maintenance contracts (not in-
house) for transportation infrastructure 
for budget purposes and to convince his 
council that their budget for repair and 
maintenance was woefully inadequate. 
MrSC requested unit costs for contracting 
(or links to some master source of 
information) about the following:

Chip Seal $____/lane mile
thin overlay $____/sy
2” overlay $____/sy
Sidewalk repair/replacement $____/sy
Curb repair/replacement $____/lf
Crack Sealing $____/lf
Crack Filling $____/lf
Cold Milling $____/sy

the results of this survey are found 
at http://www.apwa-wa.org/Uploads/
forums/Previous%20Research%20
Reports/Unit%20Costs%20for%20
Repair-Maintenance.pdf 

Pavement Preservation/Maintenance
this survey, and identical surveys 
for oregon and other states covered 
by WSdot’s Pavement Community 
t2 Center listserv, are intended to 
answer inquiries earlier in 2012 on 
several different aspects of pavement 
preservation/management programs.

distribution of the survey was through 
three main methods:
(1) My internal (Washington) city-county 

email distribution list, 
(2) WSdot’s “the Pavement Community 

listserv” 
(3) through the north West Pavement 

Management Association (nWPMA).  
As the latter two have members outside 
Washington, there are three versions of 
this survey: Washington, oregon, and 
other States. there were 62 responses 

from Washington State, 11 from oregon 
amd four from other states.

 the survey results are found at:
Pavement Preservation Survey – 

Washington 
 http://apwawaorg.adhost-temp.

com/Uploads/zzz%20Parked%20
Files/Pavement%20Preservation%20
Survey%20%20Washington.pdf

Pavement Preservation Survey – 
oregon

 http://apwawaorg.adhost-temp.
com/Uploads/zzz%20Parked%20
Files/Pavement%20Preservation%20
Survey%20Oregon.pdf 

Pavement Preservation Survey – other
 http://apwawaorg.adhost-temp.

com/Uploads/zzz%20Parked%20
Files/Pavement%20Preservation%20
Survey%20Other.pdf 

Also available on request (to jcarpita@
mrsc.org) is an excel spreadsheet 
with the raw survey data from the 
responding agencies. 

I

Darrell Harris 
Marketing Manager

To reach Washington State’s 

public works professionals 

through Washington State 

PUBLIC WORKS magazine and 

its targeted readership, contact 

Darrell at your earliest conve-

nience to discuss your company’s 

promotional plans for 2012/13.

P: 1-877-985-9793       
F: 1-866-985-9799 
E: darrell@kelman.ca

 

 

 

MRSC Rosters 
Small Works Roster 

Consultant Roster 

Legal Notice Posted 

Business Support 

Municipal Research hosts your individual 
rosters in the shared database, posts your 
legal notice, and supports businesses with 

registration. The annual Public Agency 
membership fee starts at only $120. 

Businesses apply for free. 

MRSC Rosters saves you 
money on public works 

Visit www.mrscrosters.org to learn how to 
register by December 1st and start in 2013. Municipal Research 

and Services Center 
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there was abundant sunshine and a 
beautiful breeze for all the golfers at 
Avalon Golf links in Burlington, WA 
on Friday, August 10. once again, the 
summer weather made for a great day 
for the 6th Annual APWA Scholarship 
Golf tournament. this year there were 
a total of 72 golfers who represented 
public agencies, consultants, suppliers 
and guests.

the success of this tournament is 
dependent upon the generous sponsors. 
this year we had nine sponsors who 
donated up to $300 each. this and the 

6th Annual APWA Scholarship Golf tournament: 
Sunshine, Public Works and Golf
By Bill Holladay, tournament Chair

donation of signs, banners, etc. by roth 
Hill, llC allowed us to raise approximately 
$1,500 for the APWA scholarship fund. 
this included the players donating $395 in 
cash at the registration table for mulligans to 
allow their teams a couple of extra strokes.

the fi rst-place team this year was dave 
Holmstrom, Scott newton, Chris Cross, 
and Brett Holmstrom with northwest 
linings and Geotextiles who won with a 
low score of 55. Second place was Jim 
Powell, doug McCormick, Bruce duVall, 
and lane olmstead with a 57, and third 
place was a score of 60 for Chris Schmidt, 

Ken Van den Berg, erik Waligorski, and 
Chris Sivesind.

the staff at Avalon grilled some great 
burgers for dinner and did another 
outstanding job hosting this event. Prizes 
were awarded to the top three teams for 
low score and also for long drive (Mark 
Handzlik) and closest to the pin. there 
were also some great raffl e prizes thanks 
to our generous supporters.

Please mark your calendars for Friday, 
August 9, 2013 and join us for the 7th 
Annual APWA Scholarship tournament. 
Help support the future of APWA! 

1205 Second Avenue, Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98101-2950

206.223.0326
www.svrdesign.com

Infrastructure Planning & Design • Stormwater Management • Landscape Architecture  
Wetland Mitigation & Tree Preservation • Ped/Bike & Universal Access • Complete Streets  

Embedding performance in places and infrastructure.
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Working in every facet of the construction industry has 
given Vanir the intelligence and expertise our clients 
need. We bring the best advice, the best service, and 
the best solutions.

Project Management / Construction Management / Scheduling / Inspection
Master Planning / Cost Estimating / Constructability Review 

www.vanir.com  •  425-577-0095
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AwardsProject of the Year

environment ($25 to $75 million)  
Shelton wastewater Improvement Program
City of Shelton, Parametrix, and Stellar J. Construction

l to r: Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; debbie Sullivan, Awards 
Committee Co-Chair; robert tauscher, JWM&A, Associate - 
Construction Project engineer; Michael ollivant, Parametrix, Principal 
Consultant - design team lead; Michael Michael, City of Shelton, City 
engineer - Project lead; elizabeth treadway, APWA President-elect; Jill 
Marilley, Chapter President.

StructureS ($5 to $25 million) 
Percival Landing Major Rehabilitation Project
City of Olympia, Anchor QEA, and Quigg Brothers

l to r: Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; debbie Sullivan, Awards Committee 
Co-Chair; Kip Summers, olympia Parks, Arts and recreation PM; linda 
oestreich, olympia Parks, Arts and recreation director; ed Berschinski, 
Anchor QeA PM; John Quigg, Quigg Brothers Construction President), Jim 
Hannah, Quigg Brothers Construction Project Superintendent; elizabeth 
treadway, APWA President-elect; Jill Marilley, Chapter President.
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StructureS (leSS than $5 million) 
State Road 14 cape Horn Pedestrian Undercrossing
Washington State Department of Transportation, Wallis 
Engineering, and Rotshy

l to r: Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; debbie Sullivan, Awards Committee 
Co-Chair; Joanna lowery, Asst Project engineer – Columbia river Crossing; 
Chris tams, WSdot Project engineer – Columbia river Crossing; elizabeth 
treadway, APWA President-elect; Jill Marilley, Chapter President.

environment (leSS than $5 million)  
Silver Beach creek Stormwater Improvements
Whatcom County Public Works, Land Development Engineering 
& Surveying (LDES), and Colacurcio Brothers Construction 
Company

l to r: Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; debbie Sullivan, Awards Committee 
Co-Chair; ramon llanos, ldeS; Kirk Christenson and remy McConnell, 
Whatcom County; elizabeth treadway, APWA President-elect; Jill Marilley, 
Chapter President.

TransporTaTion EnginEEring

Civil EnginEEring

sTruCTural EnginEEring

airporT EnginEEring

waTErfronT EnginEEring

planning & pErmiTTing

survEying & mapping

publiC involvEmEnT

Committed 
to PubliC 
StewardShiP

www.reidmiddleton.com
425.741.3800

Aberdeen (360) 533-6393  |  ChehAlis (360) 748-9944  |  ellensburg (509) 962-6801  
lynden (360) 354-2186  | OlympiA (360) 491-2503  | pOulsbO (360) 930-0095   

QuinCy (509) 787-4553  | sumner (253) 863-4436    

www.washingtontractor.com

sOlutiOns tO  
WOrk smArter

John Deere 7130 Utility Tractor & Alamo Maverick™ Boom Mower

stop in today to view our full lineup!
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tranSPortation (leSS than $5 million) 
town center Infrastructure Improvements
City of Snoqualmie, KPG, and Sanders General Construction

l to r: Kamal Mahmoud, Project Manager, City of Snoqualmie; debbie 
Sullivan, Awards Committee Co-Chair; Karina Franada, Project engineer, 
KPG; Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; olivia Buban, Project engineer, 
KPG;) dan Marcinko, director of Public Works, City of Snoqualmie; nelson 
davis, Project Manager, KPG; Jan Ciganik, Project engineer, KPG; Colby 
litzenberger, Construction Management, KPG; elizabeth treadway, APWA 
President-elect; Jill Marilley, Chapter President.

tranSPortation ($5 to $25 million) 
tukwila Urban center Access (Klickitat) Project
City of Tukwila, CH2M Hill, and Guy F. Atkinson

l to r: Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; debbie Sullivan, Awards Committee 
Co-Chair; Peter lau, City of tukwila Senior engineer; Bob Giberson, City of 
tukwila Public Works director; Jason Streuli, Atkinson Construction; Christie 
Szili, CH2M Hill; Craig Jackson, CH2M Hill; George Change, CH2M Hill; 
elizabeth treadway, APWA President-elect; Jill Marilley, Chapter President.

Proud Member of NANA Family of Companies
100% Alaska Native Owned

800.375.4167 • whpacific.com

ARCHITECTURE

BUILDING ENGINEERING

LAND DEVELOPMENT

SCANNING SERVICES

SURVEYING

TRANSPORTATION

WATER RESOURCES

Construction Management Solutions

teamscommunitiesand
building

 Everett Kirkland Vancouver

www.otak.com

Sustainable Solutions

Architecture

Engineering

Water and Natural Resources

Landscape Architecture

Planning

Survey
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DiSaSter/emerGencY (leSS than $5 million) 
ostrander Road Bypass Bridge Replacement
Cowlitz County Public Works

l to r: Pete Capell, Chapter Secretary; debbie Sullivan, Awards Committee 
Co-Chair; Brad Bastin, Cowlitz County engineer; roger Maurer, engineer, 
Cowlitz County; larry Higgins, road Maintenance Forman, Cowlitz County; 
Kent Cash, Cowlitz County Public Works director; elizabeth treadway, 
APWA President-elect; Jill Marilley, Chapter President.

www.apwa-wa.org

Visit us online
for updates

21312 30th Drive SE, Suite 110, Bothell, Washington 98021
425.774.0106 | www.hwageo.com

 � Geotechnical & Pavement Engineering

 � Construction Inspection & Materials Testing

 � Hydrogeology

 � GeoEnvironmental

Fairview Avenue 
Bridge Replacement Project  

Seattle, Washington
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P: 800-749-5189 
e: iNFO@NWeNVirO-TeCH.COM

What is Aquaphalt?
Aquaphalt is a proven water activated asphalt and concrete 
repair product, designed for ease-of-use, high-quality permanent 
pavement repair.

ENTER TO WIN A PAIR OF SEAHAWKS CLUB SEATS!
Visit our booth at the APWA fall conference to sign up for a 
chance to win a pair of Seahawks tickets! Courtesy of Sigma 
corporation.

NW enviro-Tech strives to 
encompass the ideals of the APWA:

Vision:  Envision the ease of cold 
patch pavement repairs that surpasses 
hot mix in durability and strength; 
eliminating costly repeat repairs.

innovation: Aquaphalt is different 
from other cold mix products; its eco-
friendly, non-toxic, water activated and 
guaranteed to cure within 24 hours… in any weather!

Determination: We are determined to provide only the 
highest quality solutions to pavement repair; 
Aquaphalt accomplishes this and more.

THERE’S A NEW MOBILE MAPPING SYSTEM IN TOWN!
To see a short video on the IP-S2, visit:
www.thePPIgroup.com/ips2

Portland Area 800.247.1927 or Seattle Area 800.558.5368

From the world’s leading manufacturer of

surveying solutions, comes the NEW

Topcon IP-S2,  High Accuracy Mobile

Mapping System.  The IP-S2 provides fast,

safe GIS data collection at a cost well

below conventional ground mapping

methods.  Features include

GNSS tracking, 6-axis

IMU integration and

on-board tracking.

mounts on
your vehicle

PPI
GROUP

1/4 topcon revise:Layout 1  1/4/10  1:06 PM  Page 1
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HIStoRY

Planks to Bridges
I n a carefully plotted scheme to fi nd out 

if anyone actually reads our magazine, 
we planted a bogus picture in the 
History section in the last issue. A half-
dozen of you sharp-eyed folks spotted 
this obvious error and asked about it . 
Anyway, the picture was obviously not 
the Space needle site; it was of the 
Chehalis river estuary.

Set on aromatic tide fl ats at the 
confl uence of the Wishkah and Chehalis 
rivers, Aberdeen was nicknamed 
Plank town. non-wood paving wasn’t 
introduced until 1908, and as late 
as 1919, planks still covered 26 of 
Aberdeen’s 56 miles of streets. 

In 1890 a bridge was built to connect 
Aberdeen and Hoquaim. Although it was 
another planked trestle, it was big enough 
to handle the sudden loads of sawmill 
workers rushing to and from work. the 
following year, spans were built across the 
Chehalis and Wishkah rivers. 

Aerial shot of the Chehalis river estuary, its 
communities and bridges, the Port of Grays 
Harbor facilities, as well as Bowerman Basin 
and the Port airport.

Excerpted from Building Washington, by Paul Dorpat and Genevieve McCoy. ©1998, Washington State Chapter APWA. 
Please contact John Carpita at MRSC to purchase a copy from our limited supply.

en route to a second life over the Chehalis river near 
Satsop, part of the dismantled Humptulips Bridge is 
barged through the opening of Hoquaim’s Simpson 
Street Bridge. the bascule bridge over the Hoquaim 
river dates from 1928, the year it replaced Hoquaim’s 
old swing bridge at eighth Street.

the old West Bridge to South Aberdeen and its planked roadway in their latter days, december 1955.

Geotechnical I Geological I Environmental I Mining I Pavement

geodesigninc.com

Seattle WA | 206.838.9900

Longview WA | 360.200.4803

Vancouver WA | 360.693.8416

Portland OR | 503.968.8787

Salem OR | 503.385.8439

Anaheim CA | 714.634.3701  
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Contract CornercoNtRAct coRNER By ronald leaders, Contract Solutions Group

How Clark County is Achieving High 
Performing Teams on its Projects

lark County, like many public entities, 
is facing the need to continually refi ne 

and improve their construction contracting 
practices in response to tightening budgets 
and shrinking staff resources. Clark 
County Public Works director Pete Capell 
recognizes that the formula for successful 
projects includes the development of high 
performing construction project teams and 
programs that facilitate team environments. 
this has enabled the county to deal with 
public entity budget and staffi ng challenges 
and still deliver projects which meet 
budget, schedule and quality goals. the 
success of the Clark County program was 
based upon recruiting and developing top 
performers as well as empowering team 
dynamics. the county has an excellent 
team of professionals that are motivated 
and empowered to make decisions that 
make a difference.

Making project team members 
successful. Clark County has focused 
on completing projects early using 
construction management approaches 
emphasizing collaboration, team-building 
and problem-solving approaches with 
the contractor and designer. Pete Capell 

By ron leaders, Contract Solutions Group
Contact ron at rleaders@contractsolutionsgroup.com

explained, “the county wants to take 
steps to support the contractor to make 
money on county projects, which is 
the best recipe for achieving excellent 
projects.” this approach does not 
reduce the county’s contractual rights or 
expectations, but instead creates a project 
team focus on collaboration to help all 
parties achieve their objectives and goals 
on each project. the ultimate goal is to 
help the contractor fi nish early as it benefi ts 
not only the contractor and owner, but 
utilities, businesses, and, most of all, the 
citizens. these benefi ts include savings  in 
overheads and early use of the project by 
the community.

Overcoming industry history of 
adversarial relationships. decades 
of adversarial relationships between 
project owners and contractors had 
to be overcome through management 
leadership. Clark County addressed these 
potential barriers through establishing 
clear expectations for all members of the 
project team that an improved environment 
of trust and cooperation will be expected 
to be the new norm. these improvements 
often require different skills and behaviors 

from a project team. Clark County has 
provided specialized consultant guidance 
to its project teams to quickly and 
successfully implement these new contract 
administration methods.

leadership is key. the direction to 
achieve improved construction project 
results through improved project team 
performance is led by Pete Capell and his 
senior managers. Pete explained, “Several 
years ago I attended an APWA workshop 
on improving project performance through 
the use of neutral project facilitators put on 
by dick Andrews of Synergistic teaming. 
dick emphasized the potential value from 
early schedule completion, when the 
owner, contractor and designer were all 
working toward a common goal of helping 
each other to achieve early completion. I 
had always seen cooperation on a project 
as an important objective to improve 
problem solving when issues arise. the 
presentation outlined how a disciplined 
approach of a neutral project facilitator, 
who focuses only on the best results for 
the project, can help break the mold of an 
adversarial approach to managing many 
construction projects.”  

C
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Neutral project facilitation. Clark 
County soon engaged Synergistic teaming 
to work as a neutral project facilitator on a 
sports field project which had a very tight 
schedule. Pete Capell indicated he gave 
the project team discretion to decide to 
use this new approach, since he believed 
staff buy-in to any new approach was 
critical to its success. the team, led by 
Heath Henderson, was very enthusiastic 
to use this new approach to help them 
meet their project goals. 

the contractor was initially very 
skeptical of being involved in this 
process, which emphasized regular 
communication and issue resolution using 
a project neutral. the project encountered 
heavy rains, raising the risk of delay of 
the scheduled opening and completion. 
the contractor was quickly sold on 
the value of neutral involvement and 
the team was able to overcome these 
potential delays through effective team 
solutions, facilitated by the project neutral 
process. the project was successfully 
opened on schedule and the county and 
contractor attributed this success to the 
involvement of a neutral assisting them in 
communicating and listening to all issues, 
concerns and solutions.  

the County Staff report on the project 
indicated that the Synergistic teaming 
Program provides an opportunity to 
resolve issues early in the contract 
through a contractor/owner “early 
intervention” meeting that occurs 

between award and execution of the 
work. It involves a workshop to review 
the contract documents and schedule to 
identify issues and to work out differences 
before the work begins. the county’s 
success on the luke Jensen Sport Park 
project was featured in a presentation 
on neutral project facilitation techniques 
at the APWA national conference in 
September 2011.

Based on the sports park project 
success, the county incorporated neutral 
project facilitation into the $12 million ne 
88th Street Improvement Project in 2012. 
the early Intervention Workshop was very 
successful in developing a team environment 
and understanding of the technical and 
schedule complexities of this project. this 
allowed the team to expedite solutions and 
develop potential alternative approaches to 
mitigate any delay or cost impacts. 

Bart Arthur, County Construction 
Manager on the ne 88th Street project, 
indicated that the structure of the neutral 
project facilitation and early plan and spec 
review by the entire team was helpful to 
emphasize the need for teamwork and 
more communication with all project team 
members. Mr. Arthur indicated he was 
“brought up using partnering and felt it 
was effective on his projects.” He felt this 
neutral project facilitation approach is an 
improvement on partnering because it 
makes sure adequate time is allocated 
for more planning and issue identification 
before actual construction work begins. 

this helps reduce the costs of dealing with 
issues and problems in the field.

the contractor’s project manager on 
the ne 88th Street project, darin Kysar of 
rotschy Inc., explained that rotschy has 
always embraced a teaming approach on 
their projects. Mr. Kysar indicated that the 
use of the neutral project facilitation process 
“was very beneficial in creating open 
communications and leads to much better 
project team performance. A third-party 
involvement was helpful in encouraging 
open consideration of options to issues 
faced by the project team.” Mr. Kysar 
indicated that the county’s construction 
manager and Harper Houf Peterson 
righellis Inc., the county’s designer, have 
been very open to considering options to 
address project issues.

improved staff capabilities. A key 
to Clark County’s staff and resource 
management goals is improved staff 
capabilities. the county has adopted 
the use of neutral project facilitation and 
is currently using it on an emergency 
project, using their own staff to incorporate 
techniques learned using the Synergistic 
team Program. this aligns with the 
goal set by dick Andrews to provide 
the framework and training for agencies 
to perform their own neutral facilitation 
process.  

Pete Capell explains that the “do more 
with less” paradigm for public entities 
facing budget and staff reductions is a 
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broken concept. the county is focusing on 
achieving more productivity and improved 
results from the use of technology, 
improving processes and efficiency, and 
adjusting level of services to fit needs 
and resources. Mr. Capell encourages a 
management approach which empowers 
county staff to try new ideas and be 
forward-thinking. Staff commitment and 
motivation are an important management 
goal, as one of the Public Works 
department’s Strategic Plan goals is to 
“Make Public Works a great place to 
work.” Mr. Arthur observes that his ability 
to implement the benefits of the neutral 
project facilitation process on the ne 88th 
Street project is an example of enabling 
staff to try new improvements without the 
fear of “being thrown under the bus” if the 
effort is not as successful as hoped. 

Barriers to achieving high 
performing teams. It is common 
knowledge that individuals are resistant 
to change. organizations with their 
bureaucratic systems and embedded 
practices using an owner-contractor 
adversarial approach can also be barriers 
to any effective change necessary to 
improve project team performance. 
during times of job uncertainty and public 
expenses increasing faster than revenues, 
resistance to any change in approach or 
procedures can be expected.  

Clark County has addressed this 
barrier with open communication of their 
staffing plans and with a clear expectation 
that staff is encouraged to try new and 
improved approaches to improve the value 
of their activities. Pete Capell explains 
that he tries to emphasize these goals by 
creating, monitoring and communicating 
performance measurements on those 
activities he feels are critical in achieving 
the department’s overall goals and 
objectives. the involvement of a well-
respected neutral project facilitator with 
valuable insights and potential solutions 
can also help project teams adopt a less 
adversarial team environment.

lack of budgeted funds for a neutral 
involvement may be seen as a barrier by 
some public entities. However, Pete Capell 
believes the initial investment in neutral 
project facilitation will reduce overall project 
costs.

Summary. Clark County Public Works 
has demonstrated that its commitment to 

developing high performing construction 
project teams will produce better project 
results than the traditional adversarial 
contracting approach. leadership 
involvement and guidance is a key element 
in achieving these results. A neutral project 
facilitation approach on construction 
projects has proven to be an effective 
method to help county staff and project 
teams achieve high performance levels. Project team working on issues.
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Helping clients 
and partners 

create vibrant, 
sustainable 

communities 
and restoring 

the health of the 
planet for future 

generations.

inspired people. 
inspired solutions. 

making a difference.

Deep Sea Salvage, Whidbey Island

 www.gdiving.com | info@gdiving.com | 206.623.0621

MORE THAN JUST A DIVING COMPANY

FALCON
Road Maintenance Equipment

EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES FOR PUBLIC WORKS
SEWER CLEANING

PIPELINE INSPECTION

LINE LOCATING

LEAK DETECTION

GREASE & ODOR CONTROL

TRANSPORT TRAILERS

STREET SWEEPING

ASPHALT RECYCLING

DEMOS AVAILABLE!

www.owenequipment.com

Yes, we have RENTALS!
All late model rental fleet
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Global warming, street resurfacing, sewage 
treatment plant capacity, federal tax 
policy, and grounds maintenance all may 
seem somewhat related, but they have 
something very important in common.

All of the things named above require 
a prediction of the future in order to 
determine a course of action. the people 
making the prediction need to know what 
they’re doing and beyond that someone 
has to believe that they know what they’re 
doing and also that what they’re doing is in 
the public interest rather than self-interest.

We have a lot more information available 
to us today than ever before in history. 
What we don’t have is any guarantee 
that all that information is accurate or 
sometimes even plausible.

the things I listed above are just a few 
examples of what I’m talking about. You 
can probably think of a lot more because 
the essential problem of public service is 
how we manage the things for which we 
are responsible. everything we manage 
needs a plan and someone who controls 
the purse strings need to approve our plan 
if we’re going to be successful.

the simplest way to show what the 
items on my list above have in common is 
to use the simple chart shown below.

What do have the following things have in common?

the chart can be used to illustrate what 
happens with just about anything that 
grows in a limited capacity environment. 
the chart doesn’t represent anything 
in particular accurately and is just for 
illustrative purposes. Your results may vary.

In the case of global warming, the chart 
shows increasing temperatures and the 
capacity line shows when all hell breaks 
loose…literally.

If you are trying to convince someone to 
change behavior so that the growth curve 
flattens out, you have only a limited time to 
do so.

If you are trying to convince someone to 
spend more money on street resurfacing 
you usually use the pay me now or pay 

me later curve but your problem remains 
the same as the global warming warning 
advocate. You are saying that the street 
life has a limited capacity and over time 
continued use will cause the surface to 
break up when we reach the capacity 
line. You need to convince someone to do 
something before that happens.

If your community is growing, each 
year you use up more of your sewage 
treatment plant capacity and the chart 
shows how long before you need to add 
more capacity. Since that capacity can’t 
be added instantaneously, you need to 
convince someone to act today.

even federal tax policy can be illustrated 
with this chart. If you believe that the deficit 
will grow until it reaches the capacity line 
and then the economy explodes, you need 
to convince someone to change direction 
or somehow raise the capacity line. this 
isn’t the same thing as raising the debt limit 
because there’s no agreement as to when 
the actual debt limit is reached. Apparently, 
even Greece hasn’t found what the real 
limit is. In our personal lives, bankruptcy 
courts are there to give us some guidance.

If you are responsible for grounds 
maintenance you probably have a crew 
either on staff or contracted to do the 

Capacity

today
Growth curve
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work. If you keep adding more parks, 
over time you will reach the point at 
which your crew or crews can’t do all the 
maintenance anymore. You’ve crossed the 
capacity line.

So the essential problem associated 
with each of the things on my list in the first 
paragraph can be illustrated with the same 
chart. that’s what they have in common. 
they also have all of the problems 
associated with the chart in common.

Trust
It should be obvious by now how 
important trust is. We have to trust the 
person who draws the curve to get it right. 
If we have no experience with that person, 
we don’t have any reason to trust their 
judgment. on unimportant matters we 
don’t worry about this much, but all of the 
stuff I’ve listed above is important, so the 
curve drawer had better be trusted.

But who gets our trust? If you have an 
opinion about global warming, you formed 
that opinion based on information from 
someone you trust. What that means 
is that none of our opinions would be 
admissible in a court of law because 
they’re all hearsay.

But that’s the way it works. none of us 
has the time to do the original research 
so we form our opinions by reading blogs 
or books. the blogs or books we choose 
are those written by people we trust. once 
we’ve formed our opinion we tend not to 
trust anyone with an opposite view. We’ve 
all done that with global warming so we 
shouldn’t be surprised when we see 
decision makers do the same thing with 
street resurfacing or sewage treatment 
plant expansion or whatever.

Human nature
It’s human nature to put off the difficult 
decisions until we’re sure we need to make 
them. Also, as I pointed out in a previous 
article, our brains get more excited about 
immediate problems than something that’s 
going to happen in five years.

Combine that reluctance with the need 
to trust the person drawing the growth 
curve and we see why the analytical 
people on city councils ask staff for more 
information before deciding. While the 
driver personalities on that council might 
want to make a decision right now, they’re 
actually relieved that someone else wants 
more time.

Uncertainty
I accidentally drew the curve correctly. 
It shows an accelerated rate of growth 
starting tomorrow and then a leveling off 
before accelerating again. Is this the way 
we’d draw the curve in real life? If it is, that 
means that we have some pretty good 
information about the things that drive the 
curve.

We’re probably more likely to have 
merely extended the slope of the curve 
from the past into the future. In the chart, 
that would have resulted in a different, 
flatter curve that would have made the 
problem look less pressing.

In real life, the opposite can happen as 
well. A growth curve for sewage treatment 
plant capacity, for example, drawn just 
before the economic downturn would have 
made the problem look more pressing than 
it turned out to be.

dealing with uncertainty is impossible 
if we’re trying to be perfectly correct all 
the time. the best we can do is develop 

strategies to deal with uncertainty rather 
than trying to be the all-seeing wizard who 
makes perfect predictions every time.

The technology myth
We have a lot of evidence to support the 
belief that technology will save us. It’s done 
it many times in the past. unfortunately, 
technology also makes life more 
complicated and creates new problems.  

Some people offer technology as the 
cure to all of our problems because they 
don’t trust the person drawing the curve 
and they don’t want to commit now to a 
future course of action and they want to 
believe the world always gets better so 
surely something will come along to save 
us before we have to make any really hard 
choices.

What to do?
So we have a chart that we are required 
to draw to explain what needs to be done 
and we’re faced with all of the obstacles 
listed above. What’s a poor public works 
official to do?

there are some strategies you can use 
to make your job easier.

Building trust
We have to remember that trust isn’t 
something you either have or don’t have. 
It’s like a bank account. You could have 
been given a gift or inheritance to build 
your bank account or you could have 
earned every penny of it.

the same holds true for your trust 
account. Sometimes new public works 
officials get a brief honeymoon period with 
their elected official during which time 
they’re given more trust than they might 

WATER WASTEWATER STORMWATER TRANSPORTATION
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425.252.9003
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deserve. this is not the time to misuse that 
trust but to use it to build more trust. don’t 
test the trust but be open and honest about 
your recommendations and remember that 
you were planning to be there for a long 
time and your future recommendations are 
probably going to be more important than 
the ones you make now.

Another way to build trust is to share 
it. I learned a very simple approach 
to making financial predictions from 
a finance director I worked with in 
Vancouver. He would always be careful 
to list the assumptions that he had used 
in making his predictions. If some of the 
assumptions were policy assumptions, 
he made it clear how he was interpreting 
council policy. If there was no council 
policy, he had alternatives outlined with 
the projected impact of each. If council 
wanted other projections done, he was 
always more than happy to do that. He 
very professionally shared responsibility for 
drawing the growth curve with his elected 
officials. He was building trust by giving 
trust. He also had a reputation for being 
right and he usually was; but sometimes 
he had insured that he would be right by 
sharing responsibility for the prediction 
with the city council.

there’s a lot more to building trust and 
you should read Stephen M. r. Covey’s 
book, The Speed of Trust if you want to be 
successful at this important skill.

Make it easy for them to say yes
Because human nature keeps a lot of us 
from making the tough decisions until it’s 
too late, we need some strategies to deal 
with that dilemma.

When I worked for Vancouver, I had 
the luxury of a well-funded expansion 
fund for utilities.  When I drew the growth 
curve and told the council we’d run out 
of capacity in five years and that it would 
take five years to put new capacity in 
place, they didn’t have a tough decision 
to make because they didn’t have to raise 
sewer rates to do it. Several years earlier 
we had built the treatment plant expansion 
predictions into our financial forecasts 
when we set up the systems development 
charges that funded expansion. that 
calculation was done in collaboration 
with the development community who 
didn’t want to see a moratorium and 
was therefore happy to pay a reasonable 
charge to keep building. everybody had 
easy decisions to make the expanded 
sewage treatment plant was finished on 

time. By the way, the growth curve turned 
out to be exactly as we had predicted. It 
helps to be lucky.

enjoy the ride
too many public officials agonize over 
every public decision and see the public 
debate as a battlefield. these jobs are 
so much easier if you actually enjoy the 
intellectual challenge of merging technical 

predictions and public policy discussions 
into successful public works stewardship. 
If elected officials and citizens see that you 
enjoy using your knowledge and creativity 
for the public good, they’ll help you make 
better predictions so that they can enjoy 
better public facilities.

As usual, comments suggestions 
and anything else can be sent to me at 
ostrowj@pacifier.com  

Kirkland  |  Seattle  |  Wenatchee  |  Lake Oswego 

paceengrs.com

Utility Design

Structural Engineering

Road Design

Planning

Survey

Stormwater Design

NPDES Compliance

Stream Restoration

Pump Stations

LID Designs

Bridge Construction

Retaining Wall Design

Water Treatment Facilities

Water Main Replacements

Trenchless Pipe Replacements
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  AD INDEX
Washington State Public Works would not be possible without the advertising support of the following organizations. Please think of them when you require a product 
or service. We have tried to make it easier for you to contact these suppliers by including their telephone numbers and websites. You can also visit the electronic version at 
www.apwa-wa.org to access direct links.

 COMPANY PAGE   PHONE   WEBSITE

AECOM 34 206-624-9349 www.aecom.com

Applied Professional Services, Inc. 25 425-888-2590 www.apslocates.com

Aspect Consulting 29 206-780-9370 www.aspectconsulting.com

Best Management Products, Inc. 29 800-504-8008 www.bmpinc.com

Collins Engineers, Inc. 11 206.682.2140 www.collinsengr.com

David Evans & Assoc. 14 425-519-6500 www.deainc.com

D Square Energy LLC 28 800-820-0162 www.d2energy.com

EJ 19 800-626-4653 www.ejco.com

General Pacific, Inc. 31 503-257-0327 www.genpacwater.com

GeoDesign Inc. 46 206-838-9900 www.geodesigninc.com

Global Diving & Salvage 50 206-623-0621  www.gdiving.com

Gray & Osborne, Inc. 40 206-284-0860 www.g-o.com

Grease Summit 2012 29 425-623-0621 www.apwa-wa.org

Harper Houf Peterson Righellis Inc. 11 503-221-1131 www.hhpr.com

Harris and Associates OBC 425-453-0999 www.harris-assoc.com

H.D. Fowler Company 33 425-746-8400 www.hdfowler.com

HDR 33 425 450-6200 www.hdrinc.com

H.W. Lochner, Inc. 23 425-454-3160 www.hwlochner.com

HWA GeoSciences 44 425-774-0106   www.hwageo.com

JBR Environmental Consultants 13 425-977-4994 www.jbrenv.com

Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, Inc. 35 206-652-4905 www.KennedyJenks.com

KLEINFELDER 26 425.562.4200 www.kleinfelder.com 

KPFF Consulting Engineers 6 206-622-5822 www.kpff.com

KriStar Enterprises, Inc. IBC 800-579-8819 www.kristar.com

Kuker-Ranken, Inc. IFC 800-454-1310 www.krinc.net

Lakeside Industries 11 425-313-2681 www.lakesideind.com

Landau Associates, Inc. 26 800-552-5957 www.landauinc.com

Lucity 27 800-492-2468 www.lucity.com

Master Meter, Inc. 27 800-765-6518 www.mastermeter.com

MCRail Logistics LLC 35 206-949-9330 www.mcrlogistics.com

MRSC Rosters 38 206-625-1300 www.mrscrosters.com

Mead & Hunt 34 503-548-1494 www.meadhunt.com

Meier Architecture Engineering 48 800-239-7589 www.meierinc.com

Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. 34 760-433-7640 www.modularwetlands.com

Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc. 52 425-252-9003 www.msa-ep.com

 COMPANY PAGE   PHONE   WEBSITE

Northwest Playground Equipment 27 425-313-9161 www.nwplayground.com

Northwest Environmental Training 
Center

4 425-270-3274 www.nwetc.org

NW Enviro-Tech 45 800-749-5189 www.nwenviro-tech.com

Otak Inc. 43 425-822-4446 www.otak.com

Owen Equipment 50 800-422-2059 www.owenequipment.com

PACE Engineers, Inc. 53 425-827-2014 www.paceengrs.com

Parametrix 50 253 863-5128 www.parametrix.com

PBS Engineering + Environmental 6 888-874-7273 www.pbsenv.com

PPI Group 45 800-247-1927 www.theppigroup.com

Public Works Supply, Inc. 54 503-678-2981 www.publicworkssupply.com

Quezada Consulting 37  206-371-1594 www.quezadaconsulting.com

reclaimasphalt.com 5 866-754-0848 www.reclaimasphalt.com

Reid Middleton 42 425-741-3800 www.reidmiddleton.com

RH2 Engineering 4 425-951-5400 www.rh2.com

Right of Way Assoc., Inc. 54 503-644-3436 www.rowainc.com

Roth Hill Engineering Partners, LLC 46 800-835-0292 www.rothhill.com

Sea-Tac Lighting & Controls, LLC 8 206-575-6865 www.seataclighting.com

Shannon & Wilson, Inc. 37 206-632-8020 www.shannonwilson.com

Skillings Connolly, Inc. 49 360-491-3399  www.skillings.com

Solid Waste Systems 40 800-892-7831 www.solidwastesystems.com

SvR 39 206-223-0326 www.svrdesign.com

The Watershed Company 36 425-822-5242 www.watershedco.com

Tinnea & Associates, LLC 49  206-328-7872              www.tinnea.net

Transpo Industries 31 800-321-7870 www.transpo.com

Tran Tech Engineering, LLC 16 425-453-5545 www.trantecheng.com

Unique Paving Materials, Corporation 9 800-441-4880
www.uniquepavingmaterials.
com

Universal Field Services 44 425-673-5559 www.ufsrw.com

Vanir Construction Management, Inc.   40 425-577-0095 www.vanir.com

Washington Tractor 42 253-863-4436 www.washingtontractor.com

WestBlock Systems, Inc. 37 800-332-6489 www.westblocksystems.com

Western Systems & Fabrication 45 800-465-7886 www.westernsystem.com

White Mountain Chain 12 208-267-6215 www.whitemountainchain.com

WHPacific, inc. 43 800-375-4167 www.whpacific.com

SUPPLY
Your One Stop Safety Shop

Greg McDonald

Cell 503-348-5645
503-678-2981

macsafety@publicworkssupply.com

10751 Oak Street #2
Donald, OR 97020

www.publicworkssupply.com
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Now you have a choice!

Perk Filter
Media Filtration Device

Gard®F l o

Washington State
Department of Ecology

General Use Level Designation (GULD)
for Basic and Phosphorous Treatment

Perk Filter systems are available in vault 
(as shown at left), manhole, and catch 
basin configurations. A variety of system 
configurations are available.

•	Improved	Performance
•	Superior	Service
•	Cost	Savings

KRISTAR	ENTERPRISES,	INC.
800-579-8819	|	www.kristar.com

Innovative Stormwater Management Products since 1993

FloGard.indd   1 1/31/2012   5:33:57 PM

http://www.kristar.com


Passion and
commitment
in everything
we do

Program Management

Construction Management  

Civil Engineering

Municipal Services

www.harris-assoc.com

http://www.harris-assoc.com



