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MOVING US FORWARD

WE ARE COWI

Buckland & Taylor, Jenny Engineering Corporation and COWI Marine North
America are now one as COWI in North America – a leader in bridge, tunnel and
marine engineering solutions.
COWI draws on more than 80 years of experience to remain one of the world’s
leading infrastructure consultancy companies. Looking to tomorrow, we are
designing the world’s longest bridges, undertaking challenging immersed tube
tunnel designs, continuing excellence in developing fixed linked structures, and
preparing our cities and shores for ongoing climate change.
www.cowi-na.com

We are

ONE COWI

POWERING YOUR 360° SOLUTIONS
COWI is a leading consulting group that creates value for customers, people and society through our unique 360° approach. Based
on our world-class competencies within engineering, economics and environmental science, we tackle challenges from many vantage
points to create coher ent solutions for our customers – and thereby sustainable and coherent societies throughout the world.

Highway Maintenance and the Environment

Ranking

Final report and a concise summary of the toxicity ranking
that helps winter highway maintenance managers consider
both expected levels of service and the potential harm to the
environment when selecting a deicer to use.

Results of an independent study by Barr Engineering, Minneapolis, MN
Ranking by Total Product Mass

Ranking by Salt Mass
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http://clearroads.org/project/determining-the-toxicity-of-deicing-materials/

“

Ratio of PCBs per unit:

• MgCl - 1,043
• Calcium Chloride with Boost - 1

”

Note: PCBs in Municipal Products report, City of Spokane Wastewater Report, Grant # G1400595. See: https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/
publicworks/wastewater/pcbs/pcbs-in-municipal-products-report-revised-2015-07-21.pdf Page 12.

Calcium Chloride with Boost available from America West Environmental
www.america-west.net or call 888-547-5475

LIQUID ASPHALT PRODUCTS:

• CARBONSEAL™ Asphalt Sealcoat material
• SCH 118 Spray Seal Emulsion
• Modified CSS-1h Tack Coat Emulsion

OUR SUPPLIERS:

Phoenix Asphalt is proud to offer products by the
following fine suppliers:

CRACKSEALING MATERIALS:

• McAsphalt Industries - ASTM D-3405 & Direct
Fire
• Cold pour materials for small jobs
• Right Pointe Crack Sealants & Membranes

TRAFFIC PAINT & SUPLIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ennis striping paint both oil & water based
Ennis/Flint flame tape
Temporary stripe tape
ADA & traffic signs
Stencils
Aerosol spray paint
Thermoplastics - traffic buttons & markers
Airlessco & Graco stripers

ASPHALT SEALCOAT EQUIPMENT:

• Sealcoat tanks
• Billy Goat Industries blowers
• Diamond Bilt sealcoat tanks & SurSeal
squeegee machines

CRACKSEALING EQUIPMENT:
•
•
•
•
•

BearCat krackers
LAB hot air lances
Billy Goat Industries grazors for crack sealing
30 gallon direct fire kettles
Stepp Mfg OJK vertical & horizontal heated
hose crack sealers

ASPHALT PATCHING & RECYCLING EQUIPMENT:
• Diamond Bilt
• Stepp Mfg patching & recyclers

SUPPLIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brooms, squeegees - “V” type & straight
Chalkline & chalk
Asphalt patch mix
Oil spot primer
Paving & sealing hand tools
Parking bumpers & speed bumps

SERVICES:

• Equipment repair & service
• Small & large project cost analysis &
projection
• Job referrals

PORTLAND:

866.289.6767
c360.608.1628

BEND:

541.647.2356
c541.647.7522

WWW.PHXASPHALT.COM

2601 Fourth Avenue, Suite 800
Seattle, WA 98121-1280
www.apwa-wa.org
Federal tax #36-2202880
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SCADA/Telemetry
Signal and Illumination
Stormwater Management
Capital Improvement Plans
Transportation Planning and Design

800.720.8052 | WWW.RH2.COM

•

Transportation & Traffic

•
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•
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www.kpff.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Kirk S. Holmes, 2016 Chapter President

Engaging the Chapter

H

appy New Year APWA members!
I am honored to serve as your 2016
Washington State Chapter President
and wish to thank the Board of Directors
and all of the chapter membership for
your amazing support. I would also like to
thank our Past-President Mike Clark for
his leadership and commitment over the
last year.
To introduce myself, I am a 29-year
public works professional having served
in both a city and county capacity. After
graduating from college, my public
works career began in operations and
maintenance in Oregon working with
ODOT as a Right-of-Way Maintenance
Specialist. That fancy title meant I did

whatever I was told by just about everyone
on the crew. I was working in a very
remote outpost in eastern Oregon that
provided me with many skill sets that
would prove valuable later in life, namely
a commitment to constant learning and
staying away from the dangerous people
on the crew. These people were easy to
spot, guys named Scar, Lucky, or one-finger
Jack, who constantly bragged about their
skill with a chainsaw. To this day, I value
that first work experience and recall fondly
those lessons learned.
I moved into utility work shortly after
that, rising to the position of Operations
Manager with a Mt. View-Edgewood
Water Company. This afforded me with

“I am honored to serve as your 2016 Washington
State Chapter President and wish to thank
the Board of Directors and all of the chapter
membership for your amazing support. I would also
like to thank our Past-President Mike Clark for his
leadership and commitment over the last year.”

many opportunities to improve my
skill sets, particularly learning to put
relationships before the task. This may
be the most important lesson to learn.
Fortunately, I had a wonderful mentor
who must have seen something in me
of value, gently providing guidance
that allowed me to continue to move
forward past my shortcomings. It was
during this time I was introduced to
disaster response and recovery, working
within our community to help respond
to the massive Washington State flood
season of 1996 and 1997. I thrived
within the Incident Command System
and felt a strong pull to continue to
improve my understanding of the
principles of emergency management
and how to apply them within the
public works profession.
Remember the Y2K scare? I was
working in Montana in my first stint as
a Public Works Director at this time.
My short two years in Montana allowed
me to really learn all the disciplines
associated with serving in this capacity.
I learned that agility is critical to
surviving the demands of public
servitude, especially in rural America.

Weed & brush
control with
attitude!

We manage our herd of goats to help
you manage your land, the natural way.
Get your RFP out early; timing is the key to successful targeted grazing.
Call Craig Madsen at Healing Hooves LLC before our 2016 calendar fills up.

www.healinghooves.com | 509-990-7132
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It is not uncommon to plow snow, fix
a lift station, run a commercial garbage
pick-up, calibrate a flocculent pump, replace
a fuse, and provide public comment in a
hearing of the Legislature’s Combined Ways
and Means Committee on the value of the
Treasure State Endowment Program all in
one day. While I can’t leap buildings in a
single bound, it became apparent to me
that our profession is as close as it comes.

Shortly after that, I returned to
Washington State and to continue my
career as a city and county Public Works
Director. It was during this period that I
was introduced to the American Public
Works Association. Being encouraged
to join and afforded the opportunities
offered through the Chapter has provided
me with some of the most meaningful
learning moments of my life. My newest

“A Full Service
Utility Locating
Company”

APPLIED PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, INC.
DESIGN & CUSTOMER OWNED UTILITY LOCATING:

Our team of utility locators have an average of 10 years locating experience. We
use the latest in RF and Multi-frequency locating devices to help ensure the highest
quality locate. We work closely with the Design & Survey teams to make sure they
understand what utilities we have found and how they might impact the clients
project. Contractors receive the benefit of APS designating the Customer owned
utilities that lay just outside of the Right-of-Way that aren’t covered by the One-Call
system. Experience and relationships with our clients is what we value most.

STORM, SEWER & CONDUITS:

Utilizing the latest in Video inspection equipment and locatable transmitters we
are able to accurately locate and video Storm, Sewer and Conduit systems. We
are able to proof conduits as small as 2” diameter in lengths of up to 900 feet.
Our mainline Video inspection system is capable of inspecting and locating storm
and sewer systems in lengths up to 1000 feet.

AIR/VACUUM UTILITY POTHOLING:

Standard utility locates give you an idea of where a utility is. Utility Potholing
verifies the exact location of the target utility by utilizing our air vacuum
excavation system to safely expose the utility through a 12”x12” opening. The
information gathered on the utility is placed on a “ Test Hole Data Sheet “
and represents a 3-Dimensional view of where the utility lies in the field. This
information is best used in the design phase of construction projects and helps to
virtually eliminate utility damages, re-designs and project delays.

GROUND PENETRATING RADAR (GPR):

GPR is a proven technology that is utilized in finding UST’s, AC Water lines,
underground utilities and subsurface anomalies. With this we can identify the
existence and orientation of most UST’s. We also have the capability to scan and
map rebar in concrete floors and walls as well as radiant floor heating.

SEWER LATERAL LAUNCH:

The latest addition to our arsenal of underground utility detection and inspection
equipment. The “Lateral Launch” capability allows us to navigate down a sewer
main up to 1000 feet then launch a remote camera up the sewer lateral up to 100
feet. There is no need for right of entry or access to the lateral from the structure.
Both locating and inspecting can be done through the sewer main!

Ph: 425.888.2590 Fax: 425.888.2554

www.apslocates.com

We serve both Washington and Oregon
8
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role with Perteet is providing me the
same wonderful opportunities to serve
our Chapter and my peers. Now, as
your 2016 Chapter President, I am
excited to share my working life
lessons and experiences with you
through our Chapter Conferences
and training opportunities.
The Washington State Chapter
of the American Public Works
Association has been a touchstone of
mine for over 20 years now. This past
fall in Yakima, our total attendance
was just over 480 attendees and
over 100 vendors. This followed up
a very successful and entertaining
spring conference with over 550
attendees. In 2010, the chapter board
commissioned a special committee to
embark on a strategic planning effort,
and one of the subjects the group
analyzed was conference attendance.
Based on the recent numbers, I would
say the implementation of the
strategic plan has been a success.
Congratulations to our team of
conference planners and managers
who are making this possible.
It would not be unreasonable for
our membership to consider a future
conference with over 700 attendees.
There are so many opportunities for
our members to become engaged with
the Chapter. From the wildly successful
Northwest Public Works Institute to
the quarterly training offered by the
Contract Administration Education
Committee, learning and improving
skills is just a click away. Speaking of our
committees, there will be a renewed
effort by the board of directors to
provide our membership with learning
opportunities to benefit you.
In 2016, you will be challenged
to learn new skills, become aware
of new technologies, broaden your
network circle of peers, and you
will be meeting key people that will
inspire you. We will be discussing the
role that public works plays in creating
disaster resilient communities and
how you can more clearly understand
and define your core capabilities to
respond to catastrophic events. There
hasn’t been a disaster in the United
States that didn’t involve a robust
public works response and we will be
challenging your thinking.

MEMBER NEWS

Washington State Chapter APWA
2016 Calendar of Events
BOARD MEETINGS
Contact Kirk Holmes at 509-312-9963 or
kholmes@perteet.com
April 6, 2016:
Vancouver Convention Center: 7:00 a.m.
June 9, 2016:
Location TBD: 9:00 a.m.
October 5, 2016:
Spokane Convention Center: 7:00 a.m.
December 8, 2016:
Location TBD: 9:00 a.m.
COMMITTEE SUMMIT
Thursday, February 25, 2016:
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
(Morning coffee and buffet style
lunch will be provided)
Pierce County Environmental
Services Building - University Place
WINTER SUMMIT

Public Works Essentials:
2/23 - 2/26

2018
Spring: April 17-20
Vancouver Hilton

Developing Leaders:
5/10 - 5/13

Fall: October 2-5
Wenatchee Convention Center

Public Works Leadership Skills:
9/20 - 9/23

2019

Registration will be available January 5, 2016
for all workshops. Maximum class size is
40 students. Cost is $500 per workshop
per student. Scholarships from WCIA and
Enduris are available for member agencies.
(Contact WCIA Member Services:
206-687-7897: katiem@wciapool.org or
Rafaela Ortiz, Enduris, at 800-462-8418
or rortiz@enduris.us )

http://washington.apwa.net/#
MPAC, CM and CASC
PWX THE BEST SHOW IN PUBLIC WORKS
http://www.apwa.net/
August 28-31, 2016:
Minneapolis Convention Center, MN

AREA MEETING EAST

CHAPTER CONFERENCES:

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
May 15-20, 2016
ANNUAL APWA SKI DAY
February 5, 2016
Crystal Mountain Resort at 8:30 a.m.
Call Mike Roberts 206-971-2685 or
mroberts@anchorqea.com
PUBLIC WORKS INSTITUTE
Call John Ostrowski 360-573-7594 or
ostrowj@pacifier.com

2016
Spring: April 5-8
Vancouver Hilton
Fall: October 4-7
Spokane Convention Center
2017
Spring: April 4-7
Tacoma Convention Center

Fall: October 8-11
Yakima Convention Center
2020
Spring: April 14-17
Vancouver Hilton
Fall: October 6-9
Spokane Convention Center

TRAINING EVENTS

December 8, 2016:
Location & Time TBD

On hold for this year.

Spring: April 23-26
Tacoma Convention Center

For all Chapter Conferences,
please contact the following for
the specialty areas:
Being a sponsor?
Contact Kiva Lints at klints@hntb.com
Being an exhibitor?
Contact Kelly Robinson at
kelly.robinson@abam.com at BergerABAM
Being a speaker?
Contact Jon Davies 206-505-3400 or
jon.davies@bhcconsultants.com
Doing a preconference workshop?
Contact Jon Davies 206-505-3400
jon.davies@bhcconsultants.com

Fall: October 3-6
Three Rivers Convention Center
– Kennewick

Mark your calendars for the 2016 NWPI
Workshops. All are held at the Holiday Inn
in Issaquah

SPRING 2016
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MEMBER NEWS

New and Returning Members
November and December 2015 & January 2016

Eduardo H. Aban, City of Shoreline
Tyron Bardwell, AECOM
Nick D. Bird, City of Ocean Shores
Logan T. Carlson, Pierce Cnty Public Works & Utilities
Peter K. Condy, Building Envelope Specialist
Uki E. Dele, City of Shoreline
Erick Fitzpatrick, AHBL Inc.
Warren G. Hansen, Windward Environmental LLC
Brian Hartingson, City of Mercer Island
Genie Hays, LizardTech
Melissa A. Ivancevich, City of Shoreline
Kevin J. Kinsella, City of Shoreline
Jason Kintner, City of Mercer Island
Garrett Lee, EA Engineering, Science and Technology Inc. PBC
Lauren P. Loebsack, Chelan County Public Works
Zheng Lu, City of Redmond
Brian McDaniel, City of Mercer Island
Lance Newkirk, City of Shoreline
Quang D. Nguyen, City of Shoreline
Laura Ramage, LizardTech
Christopher L. Rasmussen, Port of Port Angeles
Kurt W. Seemann, City of Shoreline
Nytasha W. Sowers, City of Shoreline
Randy D. Witt, City of Shoreline
Sarah Butler, City of Seattle
Steven W. Chen, III, City of Sammamish
Thomas Alan Collins, Sustainable Site Development
Tony W. Craven, Suncadia Management Company
John B. Davis, Clark County WA-Public Works
Jeremy A. Ferguson, King County Department of Transportation
Gunnar Fridriksson, PE, Kitsap County WA
Jonathan Colby Gardner, The Gordian Group
Chris Gavigan, King County Department of Transportation
Dustin Johnson, Asotin County Public Works
J Scott Kindred, Kindred Hydro Inc.
Jeffrey A. Kostechka, Clark County WA-Public Works
George T. Lackey, Clark County WA-Public Works
Kenneth A. Lader, Clark County WA-Public Works
Ara Merkens, EnviroIssues
Linda M. O’Leary, Clark County WA-Public Works
Jacklyn Phillips, City of West Richland
Mary Ann Redell, Snohomish County WA
Amanda Schweickert, BergerABAM
Susan A. Wilson, Clark County WA-Public Works
Chris Andrews, Cowlitz County WA
Mark R. Cook, Kittitas County
Susan Eugenis, Cowlitz County WA
Patrick Harbison, Cowlitz County WA
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David Icenhower, Thurston County WA
Michael A. Lewis, Clark County WA-Public Works
Don F. MacDonald, MPA,
Philip Martinson, PME
Roger Maurer, Cowlitz County WA
Mike Price, City of Yakima
Frank J. Ray, EJ USA
Tim Reisher, City of Lacey
Brent Sanborn, Cowlitz County WA

Transitions
Otak, Inc. announced recently that Adam Isaacson, Matt Cupp,
and Kevin Evans have joined Otak. They will be working out of
the firm’s Redmond, Washington office.
Adam Isaacson has joined Otak as a civil
engineering designer. He has experience in
waterfront civil site layout, grading design
and calculations, marina layout, basic
structural calculations, construction cost
estimating, rail layout, quantity take-offs,
and technical specification production.

Matt Cupp has joined Otak as a civil
engineering designer. He has experience
with roadway and pavement design;
stormwater and water resource
management; and surveying.

Kevin Evans has joined Otak as an
engineering designer and water resource
analyst. Previously, he worked for the City
of Tacoma where he wrote design reports
and permit/grant documents; collected and
analyzed water quality data; designed
hydraulic project elements; designed and
engineered roadway and stormwater
infrastructure; reviewed construction plans;
assessed the condition of wastewater and stormwater pipes; and
analyzed and graphically interpreted flow and contaminant data
in Tacoma’s stormwater system.

DID YOU KNOW?
APWA WA is moving to a
custom phone app for the
2016 conferences.
By utilizing an interactive app, the APWA WA will save
paper, increase interactivity and expand the amount
of information available to attendees. Download the
new app to your phone or tablet and be ready to go
for the Spring Conference!

2016 SPRING APP SPONSOR

Pothole Problems?

We have the solution: Perma-Patch
The #1 rated pavement repair material

Touching
communities
like yours!
e x e l t e c h

www.xltech.com
Civil and Structural Engineering
Construction Management
Environmental Documentation

Available through
Masons Supply
WA: 425-487-6161

OR: 503-234-4321

www.masco.com
www.permapatch.com

SPRING 2016
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TargeT SeSSionS
For a Full listing oF all sessions
go to WWW.aPWaWaConF.CoM

emeRgency finance & administRation:
the foRgotten element
Creating clear financial tracking and emergency
contracting procedures is key to creating true
resiliency within your Public Works Department.
Learn how an agency, through deliberate planning
and experience has created necessary tools to ensure
a smooth transition between response, recovery, and
reimbursement.

Geosynthetic Reinforced Soil-Integrated Bridge
System (GRS-IBS): This technology reduces design
effort, construction duration and cost producing
a durable well performing bridge. Learn benefits,
application, design, and nuances from funding
through construction of the Turner Penstock Bridge,
Caribou County Idaho, and the I-84 Echo Bridge,
UDOT, Utah.
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inexpensive duRable bRidges with
simple Rapid constRuction

Alan Cukurs

Scott Ellsworth

Kathy Jurgens

SPEAKERS: kathy jurgens

Finance System Manager,
Kittitas County Public Works

SPEAKERS: alan cukurs pe se

Senior Bridge Engineer, J-U-B Engineers

scott ellsworth pe pls

Federal Aid Manager (Idaho),
Local Highway Technical Assistance Council

04.05.16 - 04.08.16
HILTON VANCOUVER WASHINGTON

sea level Response
With strong support from Olympia City Council over
the past five years, City engineering staff developed
a clear technical understanding of how sea rise will
affect our downtown. The City is currently working
on a formal management plan including priorities
and financial needs that seeks to institutionalize our
community’s long-term response to sea rise.

sea leve l Resp onse

effects/impacts of dRiveRless caRs &
RideshaRing seRvices
Driverless cars and ridesharing services have the
potential to change all aspects of mobility – from
safety and liability to car ownership and congestion.
Additionally they will have major impacts on VMT,
transit and transportation operations. Learn about
driverless cars: what they are, when they’re coming,
who’s involved, and government role in planning and
policy considerations.

rle ss ca rs
eff ec ts/ im pa cts of dr ive
s
& Rid es ha rin g se rvi ce

Lauren Isaac

Andy Haub

SPEAKERS: andy haub, pe

Water Resources Director,
City of Olympia

Aaron Gooze

SPEAKERS: lauren isaac

Manager of Sustainable Transportation,
WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff
aaron gooze

Senior Transportation Engineer, Fehr & Peers

TargeT SeSSionS
For a Full listing oF all sessions
go to WWW.aPWaWaConF.CoM

using video data to enhance
pedestRian safety

paRtneRing to Rebuild sR 530
afteR oso landslide
On March 22, 2014, a catastrophic landslide near
Oso, Washington killed 43 people and buried one
mile of SR- 530. This presentation summarizes how
WSDOT worked with other agencies to reopen SR530 in record time, saved $5.4 million over projected
costs, and helped a community heal using the
design-build process.

usin g vide o data to enha nce
pede stria n safe ty

part neri ng to Rebu ild sR 530
afte r oso land slide

Jason Smith

Becky Kniveton

Megan Slater

Janice Fanning

SPEAKERS: jason smith

Environmental Program Manager, Jacobs

becki kniveton

Senior Biologist, Jacobs
megan slater

Project Engineer, Guy F. Atkinson Construction
janice fanning

The City of Issaquah completed a pedestrian crossing
study to address citizen concerns at a variety of
controlled and uncontrolled marked and unmarked
pedestrian crossings citywide. The presentation will
describe how video data provided invaluable insights
into the factors affecting the crossings including
location factors, pedestrian, and driver behavior.

Engineering Services Division, snohomish County

Victor Salemann

Brianne Ross

SPEAKERS: victor salemann, pe

Principal, Transportation Solutions, Inc.
brianne Ross, pe

Senior Transportation Engineer,
City of Issaquah
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EXHIBiTORS
Aakavs Consulting
Contact: Arnab Bhowmick
425-245-3569
arnab@aakavs.com

Space 28

Abbotsford
Space 55
ConcreteProducts
Contact: David Parisi logo
206-499-5414
davidp.acp@pavingstones.com
Innovative industry leader in the
manufacturing of interlocking paving
stones, hydrapressed slabs and segmental
retaining wall systems. Our AquaPave®
paver is a permeable on-site stormwater
source control system; it is an important
first step to reduce excess stoemwater.
Our latest product, the Aristokrat Series,
as a 2cm hydrapressed porcelain slab that
can be used in a wide variety of outdoor
hardscape applications.

ACF West, Inc.
Contact: Melissa Hurley
503-969-4039
melissa.hurley@acfwest.com

Space 57

Advanced Drainage Systems Space 95
Contact: Brad Barron
206-406-0141
brad.barron@ads-pipe.com
Ag Enterprise Supply, Inc.
Space 17
Contact: Brian Haasch
509-235-2006
haaschb@agenterprise.com
www.agenterprise.com
AES is a leading manufacturer/distributor
of equipment for applying deice,
vegetation control, and dust control. AES
is a distributor for Raven Precision Control
Systems, Ace-Rotomold Poly Tanks, Ace &
Hypro Pumps, Teejet, Banjo, and several
other lines.
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AKS Engineering & Forestry
Contact: Nicole Haman
360-882-0419
Vancouver, WA 98682
hamann@aks-engcom

Space 1

All Traffic Solutions
Contact: Lori Miles
814-237-9005
lmiles@alltrafficsolutions.com

Space 14

American Concrete Pavement Space 94
Association – NW Chapter
Contact: Jim Powell
360-956-7080
lynn@nwpavement.com
Antec Corporation
Space 23
Contact: Matthew Davidson
425-888-9090
matthew@anteccorporation.com
APS
Space 80
Contact: Steve Brown
425-864-2713
steveb@apslocates.com
Full-service utility locating company;
conductibles, non-conductibles, ground
penetrating radar, utility potholding,
subsurface utility engineering services, and
video pipe inspection.
Asphalt Zipper
Contact: Karen Baker
888-947-7378
shows@asphaltzipper.com

Space 83

AssetWorks LLC
Contact: Cate Knight
610-225-8338
cate.knight@assetworks.com

Space 78

Austin Jordan
and Associates, Inc.
Contact: Brian Blevins
253-265-1903
brian@austinjordan.com

Space 50

SPRING 2016

Avery Dennison
Space 15
Contact: Larry Nathan
541-306-1444
larry.nathan@averydennison.com
Bainbridge Associates
Contact: Stuart Fetters
253-857-7800
sfetters@bainbridgeassoc.com

Space 30

Basalite Concrete Products
Contact: Bob Freitas
253-720-0126
bob.freitas@paccoast.com

Space 92

BCRA
Contact: Dara T’Sas
253-627-4367
dtsas@bcradesign.com

Space 53

BergerABAM Inc.
Contact: Kelly Robinson
206-431-2384
Kelly.robinson@abam.com

Space 7

Big R Bridge
Contact: Doug Myers
253-797-8293
dmyers@bigrbridge.com

Space 71

Blueridge Lighting
and Controls
Contact: Ed Aristo
206-575-6865
kwaddell@seataclighting.com

Space 87

Bravo Environmental NW, Inc. Space 22
Contact: Ashley Baldwin
425-424-9000
abaldwin@bravonw.com
BSM Technologies
Space 20
Contact: Jia Thong
604-434-7337 ext. 7206
jia.thong@webtechwireless.com

EXHIBiTORS
Contech Engineered Solutions Space 16
Contact: Ken Wake
360-609-1634
kwake@conteches.com
Coral Sales Company
Contact: Wayne Barstow
503-655-6351
wayne@coralsales.com

Space 42

COWI North America
Space 99
Contact: Melissa Philpott
206-216-3933
meph@b-t.com
www.cowi-na.com
Leading bridge, tunnel and marine
engineering consulting group built on
over 80 years of local and international
experience.

CUES
Contact: Terri Mooney
800-327-7791
terrim@cuesinc.com

Space 66

David Evans
Space 19
and Associates, Inc.
Contact: Barbara Brown
425-519-6500
bkb@deainc.com
Porviding clients with unique and
innovative design services for
transportation, water, land, energy, and
marine infrastructure systems.

DOWL
Contact: Thi Lam
206-946-8121
tlam@dowl.com

Space 70

EA Engineering, Science,
and Technology, Inc. PBC
Contact: Vivianne Altree
206-452-5350
valtree@eaest.com

Space 25

EJ
Contact: Kirk Stoltzner
360-651-6144
kirk.stoltzner@ejco.com

Space 39

Engineered Plastics Inc.
Contact: Brad Graham
425-766-6234
bradg@engplastics.com

Space 24

Epic Land Solutions, Inc.
Contact: Samantha Grimm
509-724-2758
sgrimm@epicland.com

Space 63

Exeltech Consulting, Inc.
Space 75
Contact: Santosh Kuruvilla
360-357-8289
info@xltech.com
www.xltech.com
Experts for civil/structural engineering,
environmental planning/permitting, and
construction management/inspection
services, providing sustainable engineering
solutions for a changing world.

Largest rental fleet of asphalt maintenance
equipment in the Pacific Northwest!
WIDE GAP REPAIR

CRACK SEALING

POTHOLE PATCHING

Available at our offices in Seattle, Spokane & Portland • 800.953.6490 • www.specialasphalt.com • info@specialasphalt.com
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Foundation Engineering, Inc. Space 27
Contact: Megan Yang
503-643-1541
mey@foundationengr.com
Frontier Sales
Contact: David Luke
801-649-6125
dluke@frontiersales.com

Space 32

GeoDesign, Inc.
Space 10
Contact: John Gannon
253-203-0095
klamb@geodesigninc.com
Geodesigninc.com
Employee-owned and founded in
1997, GeoDesign provides geotechnical
engineering, engineering geology,
environmental, mining, and pavement
design consulting services.
GeoEngineers, Inc.
Contact: Stefani Braicks
206-239-3255
sbraicks@geoengineers.com

Space 60

GRI
Space 44
Contact: Gene Tupper
360-213-1690
mshanahan@gri.com
www.gri.com
GRI has provided geotechnical, pavement,
and environmental consulting services for
public works projects in Washington and
Oregon for over 30 years.
Harper Houf
Space 98
Peterson Righellis Inc.
Contact: Kaylee Houf
503-221-1131
jessiem@hhpr.com
www.hhpr.com
HHPR’s multi-disciplinary staff of civil
engineers, structural engineers, surveyors,
landscape architects, and planners provide
excellent customer service to clients across
Oregon and southwestern Washington.
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Harris & Associates
Space 73
Contact: Sam Yaghmaie
925-827-4900
Kendra.sloat@weareharris.com
Weareharris.com
With Harris & Associates, you enjoy the
simplicity and economy of a partner
adept at all tasks in the project lifecycle
– financing, environmental compliance,
design and construction delivery. We
focus on serving clients in the community
services, education, transportation and
water markets.

Hart Crowser
Contact: Dale Clark
206-455-4535
dale.clark@hartcrowser.com

Space 9

Space 74
HDJ Design Group
Contact: Sharon Miller
360-695-3488
jellisong@hdjdg.com
www.hdjdg.com
Located in Vancouver, Pasco and Walla
Walla, HDJ is a civil engineering, planning,
landscape Architecture and Land
surveying firm.
Hilfiker RetainingWalls
Contact: Len Mead
800-762-8962
lauren@hilfiker.com

Space 77

Historical Research
Associates, Inc.
Contact: Dawn Vogel
206-343-0226
dvogel@hrassoc.com

Space 62

SPRING 2016

Holt Services Inc.
Space 5
Contact: Stephanie Kamenzind
253-604-4878
skamenzind@holtservicesinc.com
HWA GeoSciences, Inc.
Contact: Kris Purrier
425-774-0106
kpurrier@hwageo.com

Space 61

IDAX
Contact: Scott Lee
425-614-6231
scott.lee@idaxdata.com

Space 52

KBA, Inc.
Contact: K. Wendell Adams
425-455-9720
mclark@kbacm.com

Space 90

Kleinfelder
Contact: Rick Della
425-636-7900
rdella@kleinfelder.com

Space 37

KPFF logo
Space 69
Contact: Angela Fitzmorris
206-622-5822
angela.fitzmorris@kpff.com
www.kpff.com
One of the oldest and largest civil and
structural engineering firms in the PNW,
and a leader in the planning, design, and
delivery of public works projects.

Kuker-Ranken, Inc.
Contact: Piper Lycke
427-771-7776
piper@krinc.net

Space 82

Lakeside Industries
Space 76
Contact: Rick Rawlings
425-313-2681
rickr@lakesideind.com
www.lakesideind.com
EZ STREET Asphalt is a high performance,
polymer modified, cold asphalt used
for ALL types of asphalt and concrete
patching needs.

Landau Associates
Space 91
Contact: Cathy Ridley
425-778-0907
cridley@landauinc.com
Environmental engineering and
remediation, geotechnical engineering,
permitting and compliance consulting
services. Serving public and private sector
clients from offices in Edmonds, Seattle,
Tacoma, Olympia, Spokane, and Portland.
Leader Manufacturing Inc.
Contact: Bill Whitcomb
360-895-2626
billw@theleader.com

Space 67

Leotek Electronics LLC
Contact: Nora Schultz
206-940-2198
nschultz@leotek.com

Space 88

Lochner, Inc.
Contact: Molly Toy
425-454-3160
mtoy@hwlochner.com
Mead & Hunt
Contact: Dave Segal
608-443-0373
Heidi.frosch@meadhunt.com

Space 8

Space 34

Modular Wetland Systems, Inc. Space 64
Contact: Peter Evans
760-433-7640
info@biocleanenvironmental.com
www.modularwetlands.com
Our flagship product, the MWS Linear,
represents a pioneering breakthrough
in stormwater technology, as the
only biofiltration system to utilize
horizontal flow.
Northwest Linings
& Geotextile
Contact: Lara Wheeler
253-872-0244
laraw@northwestlinings.com

Space 26

Northwest
Space 43
Playground Equipment
Contact: Carolyn McGarvey
425-313-9161
carolyn@nwplayground.com
Full service supplier of Dumor benches
and tables, Poligon prefabricated
shelters, Ironsmith tree grates and trench
grates, Playworld playground and fitness
equipment. We are several purchasing
contracts. Give us a call.
NW Relining LLC
Contact: Robyn Jensen
360-870-1527
robynjensen@nwrelining.com

LOCAL

Space 85

OBEC Consulting Engineers Space 56
Contact: Katherine Robinette
360-433-9705
jmischler@obec.com
www.obec.com
OBEC provides planning, survey,
environmental services, permitting,
engineering design, construction
management, and inspection for
infrastructure: roadways, bridges, port
facilities, water structures, trails, and transit.

Landau Associates
engineers the
stabilization and
restoration of
road and slope
failures, including
slides and failures
arising from storm
events and slideprone areas.
SEE YOU IN
VANCOUV
ER
at the APW
A
2016 Sprin
g
Conference
!

ENVIRONMENTAL
REMEDIATION AND
ENGINEERING

GEOTECHNICAL
ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENTAL
PERMITTING AND
COMPLIANCE

AIR AND NOISE

WATER RESOURCES
STORMWATER

WASHINGTON EDMONDS SEATTLE TACOMA OLYMPIA
SPOKANE OREGON PORTLAND www.landauinc.com
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Oldcastle
Space 3
Stormwater Solutions
Contact: Michelle Dunlop
707-540-0752
deon.lourens@oldcastle.com
www.oldcastlestormwater.com
Manufactures a complete line of
stormwater management, precast
drainage and custom products, along
with engineering support – all from a
single source.

Otak, Inc.
Space 12
Contact: Courtney Hough
425-739-4211
Courtney.hough@otak.com
Award-winning interdisciplinary design
firm. We have earned a reputation for the
diverse skills of our engineers, architects,
urban designers, and planners and for
building teams that cross traditional
barriers to create innovative and
sustainable solutions for our communities.
Space 40
Owen Equipment logo
Contact: Dave Armstrong
800-992-3656
kscott@owenequipment.com
www.owenequipment.com
Sales, rentals, service, parts and
accessories for Elgin sweepers, Vactor
sewer cleaners, hydro-excavators, Hurco
valve exercisers and vacuum trailers,
Sonetics Wireless headsets and
Vivax-MetroTech.
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PacifiCAD Inc.
Space 86
Contact: Melissa Brady
800-722-2621
sales@pacificad.com
www.pacificad.com
A high-tech solutions provider offering
computer aided engineering & design
technology & services, to engineering,
design, construction, & manufacturing
professionals in the Pacific & Mountain
Northwestern US.

Perma-Patch
Space 36
Contact: Eric Osterchrist
800-847-5744
eric@permapatch.com
www.permapatch.com
An all-season, all-weather, permanent
asphalt patching material. Easy to use,
requires no mixing or special pothole
preparation, displaces water and accepts
traffic immediately. Available through
Mason’s Supply in easy to handle waterresistant bags, Perma-Patch can be stored
for a minimum of two years.

Pacific Northwest
Space 48
Precast Concrete Association
Contact: Sandra Fisher
503-257-9806
info@pnpca.net

PPI Group
Space 58
Contact: Wendy Finch
503-231-1576
wendyf@theppigroup.com
The go-to solution for the Northwest’s
A/E/C industries since 1927. Unmatched
resource for Autodesk software, training,
and support.

Space 21
Pacific Power Group
Contact: Aliza Perry
360-887-7432
aperry@pacificpowergroup.com
Space 97
Parametrix
Contact: Denise Ledingham
206-394-3700
info@parametrix.com
www.parametrix.com
Parametrix is an engineering, planning, and
environmental consulting firm. We provide
multidisciplinary services in transportation,
environmental planning and compliance,
water resources, and community building.

SPRING 2016

PPI
Precision Concrete Cutting
Contact: Iriany Trujillo
253-887-8722
pccnani@safesidewalks.com

Space 11

Reid Middleton
Space 35
Contact: Alain Calle
425-741-5034
acalle@reidmiddleton.com
Since 1953, Reid Middleton has been
a part of the public works community
providing civil and structural engineering,
and land surveying services; specializing
in surface transportation, civic and
essential services buildings, waterfront and
recreational facilities, and airports.

Committed
to Public
Stewardship
RH2 Engineering
Space 13
Contact: Dave Matz
425-951-5400
aromans@rh2.com
www.rh2.com
For over 35 years, we have produced
innovative, cost-effective, environmentally
sensitive and regulatory consistent
solutions for our municipal clients
throughout WA and OR.

SCJ Alliance
Contact: Cathy McKay
360-352-1465
cathym@scjalliance.com

Space 100

Space 65
Skillings Connolly, Inc.
Contact: Patrick Skillings
360-491-3399
tskillings@skillings.com
www.skillings.com
Our engineers, land surveyors, real estate
experts, construction managers, and
environmental specialists provide wide
breadth of consulting services to agencies
throughout the Northwest.
Space 84
Solid Waste Systems logo
Contact: Tessa Mabrey
509-533-9000
tessam@solidwastesystems.com
www.solidwastesystems.com
Providing customers with quality sales,
rentals, service and parts of street, waste
and sewer equipment.

Sonetics Corporation
Space 79
Contact: Heather Taskinen
503-608-3400
heather.taskinen@soneticscorp.com
Special Asphalt Products
Space 29
Contact: Devin McAllister
206-660-4846
info@specialashalt.com
www.specialasphalt.com
For over 35 years, we have supplied
both private and public entities with
high-quality asphalt maintenance supplies
and equipment.
SpectraShield Liner System
Contact: Dave Follett
360-456-7627
realminc@aol.com

Space 68

Stantec
Space 45
Contact: Bill Holladay
425-289-7345
bill.holladay@stantec.com
Professional consulting services in planning,
engineering, surveying, environmental
sciences and project management for
infrastructure and facilities projects in a
diverse range of markets.
StormTrap LLC
Contact: Jeffrey Brian
877-867-6872
thaisg@stormtrap.com
Terracon Consultants, Inc.
Contact: Alexandra Garner
425-771-3304
aigarner@terracon.com

Space 6

Space 51

TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING
CIVIL ENGINEERING
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
AIRPORT ENGINEERING
WATERFRONT ENGINEERING
PLANNING & PERMITTING
SURVEYING & MAPPING
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Join the conversation
www.facebook.com/reidmidd
425 741-3800
www.reidmiddleton.com
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The Fab Shop
Contact: Ken Rush
253-568-9124
lisaedwards@thefabshop.com

Space 47

Traffic Safety Supply
Contact: Todd Wilson
360-951-4405
twilson@tssco.com
Trane
Contact: Madeline Warnken
425-643-4310
madeline.warnken@trane.com

Space 96

Universal Field Services
Space 33
Contact: Mitch Legel
425-673-5559
mlegel@ufsrw.com
www.ufsrw.com
Specializing in professional right of
way and real property acquisition and
relocation assistance services on your
federal and non-federally funded projects.

The Greenbusch Group, Inc.
Contact: Adam Jenkins
206-378-0569
adamj@greenbusch.com

Space 41

Transpo Group
Space 49
Contact: Sophie Mecham
425-821-3665
sophie.mecham@transpogroup.com

Wallis Engineering
Contact: Erin Kingsley
360-695-7041
weadmin215@walliseng.net

Space 46

The Wallace Group
Contact: Peter Condy
949-533-0081
pkcondy@att.net

Space 54

Transportation
Space 38
Improvement Board
Contact: Andrea Weston-Smart
360-586-1157
andreaw@tib.wa.gov

Washington State Dept
of Licensing
Contact: Autumn Dryden
360-664-1567
adryden@dol.wa.gov

Space 31

TranTech Engineering
Space 72
Contact: Nick Afzali
206-251-3979
nafzali@trantecheng.com
www.trantecheng.com
We provide civil engineering, structural
engineering, and construction
management services for innovative
and resourceful transportation solutions
throughout the Pacific Northwest.

Wilson Engineering
Contact: Andrew Law
360-733-6100 ext.225
alaw@wilsonengineering.com

Space 93

Space 59
The Watershed Company
Contact: Betsy Mann
425-822-5242
bmann@watershedco.com
www.watershedco.com
A leader in science-based design for
natural resources recovery for 33 years.
Services include wetland/wildlife,
planning/permitting, fisheries/streams,
and arborist/landscape design.
Space 81
Tinnea & Associates, LLC
Contact: Jean Tinnea
206-328-7872
jeant@tinnea.net
Corrosion consulting: inspection, GECOR
corrosion rate, materials selection,
design, historic preservation, training,
non-destructive laboratory, resistivity, soil
and concrete testing. We work on docks,
piers, bridges, parking garages, transit,
water and wastewater piping.
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Trenchless Pipe Repairs, LLC Space 18
Contact: Nick Patrick
253-447-8026
nick@trenchlesspiperepairs.com
Pipe rehabilitation services specializing
in cured-in-place pipelining. Services
include: lateral pipe lining, sectional
lining, connection lining, main lining,
video inspecting/locating, jetting/
cleaning, and cutting.

SPRING 2016

WHPacific
Contact: Sam Richard
425-951-4860
srichard@whpacific.com
WSDOT Local Programs
Contact: Matthew Enders
360-705-7809
noahl@wsdot.wa.gov

Space 2

Space 89

04.07.16

6PM at the
Hilton Vancouver

register for tickets at:

WWW.APWAWACONF.COM

SPRING 2016

WASHINGTON STATE PublicWorks

23

Seattle

INTEGRATED SERVICES FOR
PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS
Geotechnical Engineering

Geologic Hazard Evaluations

Seismic Engineering

Construction Dewatering

Hydrogeology

Environmental Remediation

Tunneling

Natural Resources

Instrumentation

Surface Water

Seattle (HQ) | Richland | Portland | Anchorage | Fairbanks | Sacramento
Los Angeles | Denver | Saint Louis | Madison | Jacksonville
206/632-8020 | www.shannonwilson.com

KNOWS

201 Stainless Steel: Double the Strength &
Service Life Compared to Mild Steel

Membership is FREE. No obligation.
Join today at: www.njpacoop.org

201 STAINLESS STEEL

201 STAINLESS STEEL

AFTER 100 HOURS SALT SPRAY

AFTER 10 YEARS SALT SPRAY

Mix metals on dump and combination bodies
for your balance of price and service life!

10315 16th Street E, Edgewood, WA 98372
PHONE 253-568-9124 n FAX 253-568-9173

www.thefabshop.com
DUMP BODIES, MUNI BODIES, SNOW PLOWS, WINGS, UNDERBODY SCRAPERS, SPREADERS, LIQUID SYSTEMS,
SALT BRINE MAKING & TRUCK FILLING SYSTEMS, SPECIALTY VEHICLES, FLATBEDS, SERVICE BODIES,
HOOKLIFT HOISTS UTILITY VANS & TRAILERS, TRUCK ACCESSORIES AND MORE
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www.hendersonproducts.com

FOUR THINGS
Your Small Agency Should
Know About Asset Management
BY JOHN CARPITA, MRSC PUBLIC WORKS CONSULTANT
Asset Management (AM) can be an
incredibly helpful tool for elected officials
and staff. It provides key insights about
municipal assets, which can help you
establish optimum levels of service,
understand and evaluate risks, develop a
comprehensive Capital Facilities Plan, and
identify budget priorities. An effective
AM program results in fewer unexpected

service disruptions and extends the useful
life of assets, both financial and public
relations wins.
Smaller jurisdictions often say that
they’d like to embrace AM, but that
now isn’t the right time; that it is too
complicated, that they don’t have
computer savvy staff and a number of
other reasons for why they can’t. The more

I learn about AM, though, the more I
realize that, in fact, smaller jurisdictions
can’t afford not to take advantage of AM.
While it may seem like a daunting, big
city tool, most of the common excuses for
not using AM are simply that: excuses.
AM can be a fantastic tool for any size
jurisdiction and doesn’t take a huge
investment to get going.
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EXCUSE #1:
“AM is really complicated!”
While a mature AM program can get
incredibly sophisticated, in essence there
are just five major, generally recognized
components of an asset management plan:
1. Performing an inventory and condition
assessment of the system’s assets.
2. Defining level of service goals.
3. Identifying critical assets and the risks
associated with their possible failure.
4. Establishing life cycle costs.
5. Developing a long-term funding strategy.
As assets are maintained and their
performance measured, that information
feeds into the inventory and condition
assessment phases of the asset management
program and allows the agency to
continuously improve and refine its program.

EXCUSE #2:
“Now is not the right time!
We have more pressing needs.”
There are always pressing needs in local
government. But what are the consequences
of not adopting a proactive AM policy?
If a municipality does not set aside sufficient
funds to operate, maintain and replace its
assets, the assets will deteriorate faster than
they should, resulting in premature failure.
This will erode public confidence, threaten
community values and goals, and impact
the community’s economic development.
Public infrastructure competes keenly
with police, fire, courts, and social services
for dwindling revenues. Elected officials,
like most people, make emotional decisions
about where to spend money. AM, when

done properly, provides policy and budget
makers with clear information about
your department’s needs and priorities to
maintain the optimum levels of service.

EXCUSE #3:
“We don’t have enough staff or
expertise for AM.”
Asset Management is not rocket science:
it is easier than the cynics make it out to
be. Some AM is better than no AM, and
you don’t need a perfect system to see the
benefits. You can start small by working on
simple tasks with your existing staff, even if
it’s just gathering all your system maps into
one file cabinet with the thought in mind
of digitizing them in the (hopefully near)
future. Excel spreadsheets listing your system
attributes, digital photos, an inexpensive GPS
device, smart phones, Google/Bing maps,
and aerial photos from a variety of sources
are great precursors to more sophisticated
computerized AM systems.

EXCUSE #4:
“You need really expensive
software for AM.”
While software can certainly make things
easier, a functional AM system starts with
collecting data (even if that means writing
information down on a pad of paper or
entering it into a simple Excel spreadsheet)
and having effective processes. In fact, it
can be incredibly valuable to figure out
what you would need that software to do
before you spend money. Take advantage
of relatively unsophisticated (yet still useful)
free or low cost AM programs available

from EPA and WERF for water, wastewater,
and stormwater systems and transportation
AM programs from WSDOT and Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA). Don’t be
afraid to ask local agencies who have already
developed their AM systems for advice.
For asset management to be fully effective,
policymakers and field workers alike must
be educated and convinced that it works.
Multiple stakeholders – including maintenance,
operations, management, engineering,
finance, and concerned citizens – must be
included in AM planning efforts so that there
is a unified sense of purpose and direction.
Learn more about AM
MRSC hosted a webinar that will give you
a high level AM overview on February 11.
Go to http://mrsc.org/getdoc/952a2f38d094-4a96-8a1c-6cfb7bc6fb7f/Training.aspx
to view the archived version. MRSC and APWA
are co-sponsoring a full-day AM preconference
workshop in Spokane on October 4. In addition,
we hope to have bi-monthly brown-bag lunch
meetings in different locations.
Other Resources:
SIMPLE AM PROGRAMS
Water Environment Research
Foundation (WERF)
Asset Management for Water and
Wastewater Treatment Systems:
A Best Practices Guide
US Environmental Protection Agency
Transportation Asset Management
USDOT Federal Highway Administration
AWWA Asset Management
Resource Community
American Water Works Association
(AWWA)

WASHINGTON | OREGON
IDAHO | NEW MEXICO | UTAH
We deliver inspired solutions for
complex infrastructure projects,
meeting the needs of society
while protecting and enhancing
our environment.

TRANSPORTATION
WWW.PARAMETRIX.COM
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ENVIRONMENTAL

WATER

COMMUNITY BUILDING

The SNOUT® and the SAFL Baffle™
The Ultra-Urban Stormwater BMPs

Reduce Trash, Oils and T.S.S.
Vancouver, WA
360-213-1690

gri.com
Geotechnical Engineers,
Pavement Engineers, and
Environmental Scientists

Beaverton, OR
503-641-3478
Brookings, OR
503-641-3478

Visit us at booth 44 and enter to win a selection of wine!

Bio-SKirt

MADE IN USA

Best Management Products, Inc.
Pavement

■ Management
■ Design

Geotechnical

■ Design
■ Const. Observation

Seismic

■ Site-Specific
■ Mitigation

Environmental
■ Phase I ESAs
■ Remediation

bmpinc.com / 800-504-8008
The SAFL Baffle is a patented and trademarked product of
Upstream Technologies, Inc., an OEM supplier to BMP, Inc.

SOLUTIONS TO WORK SMARTER

Stop in today to view our full lineup!
WashingtonTractor.com

ABERDEEN (360) 533-6393 | CHEHALIS (360) 748-9944 | ELLENSBURG (509) 962-6801
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WASHINGTON GAS TAX INCREASE PACKAGE:

It Passed, Will We
Spend It Wisely?
By Sam Yaghmaie PE, LEED AP - Director, Harris & Associates, Seattle, WA,
APWA National Sustainable Transportation Subcommittee Chair, APWA WA Construction management Committee Chair

In July of 2015, the Washington State
Legislature approved a historic package to
provide operating and capital funding for
transportation infrastructure. The package
is estimated to generate over $16 billion
for the next 16 years. A portion of the
funding will come from an 11.9 cent gas
tax increase which will generate $6 billion
of the $16 billion package (other sources
include a host of vehicle registration fees
federal funds, bonds, and more).
Promising news
Kudos to our lawmakers! We should be
proud that Washington State is among the
first eight states in the nation to approve
a recurring revenue package. Washington
State transportation infrastructure is in
critical need of additional funds for the
following reasons:
• Gas tax revenues are declining.
Taxes have not kept pace with
inflation
High-efficiency vehicles consume
less fuel
Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) will
decline (2014 WSDOT study)
Public transportation and transit
will reduce vehicle use
• Washington’s economy depends heavily
on trade (more than any state in the
U.S.), requiring a reliable infrastructure
system for effective freight mobility.
• With over 80,000 miles of state
highways, county roads and city
streets, Washington must have a solid
strategy for continuous preservation
and maintenance.
A closer look at this new revenue package
reveals some surprising findings, which are
the subject of this article.

New projects vs. maintenance and
preservation of existing infrastructure
Washington State must spend more money
on the preservation and maintenance of
our infrastructure that is on the verge of
deteriorating. This includes infrastructure
that has been evaluated by the ASCE
Report Card as C- for bridges, D+ for
roads, and D+ for transit. These poor
grades indicate that Washington has
a lack of planned and guaranteed
funding and inadequate maintenance
across the board. The majority of our
infrastructure system was built within 4565 years ago and is now nearing the end
of its useful life.
The Washington State Transportation
Commission (WSTC)1 offers policy
guidance and recommendations to the
Governor and the legislature. A WSTC
letter, dated January 14, 2015, to the
Governor emphasizes a key area:
maintenance and preservation of
infrastructure. WSTC’s 2015 Revenue
Proposal 1discusses this issue and
recommends that 48% of the new funds be
allocated to preservation and maintenance:
“While the state has invested
significantly in system improvements over
the last 10 years, we have fallen behind
in maintaining and preserving the existing
transportation system….of this $21B (now
only $16 billion), Connecting Washington
Task Force targeted $10B for maintenance,
preservation, and operations for the state,
county, and cities and transit….”
Yet, the new $16 billion package has
allocated less than 1% for preservation
and maintenance, while Capital
Improvement Projects (CIPs) will consume
55% of this new package.

There’s more startling news: CIPs
consume 74% of the whole budget for
just six major projects along I-5, I-90, and
I-405, leaving only $2.5 billion for other
WSDOT and local road construction and
replacement projects.
Below is a quote from WTP 2035
Report1, a document prepared by WSTC,
WSDOT, State’s Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs), and Regional
Transportation Planning Organizations
(RTPOs) that provides guidance and
recommendations for the Washington
transportation system:
“Several very significant capital
expansion and replacement projects are
under way, promising to improve future
mobility in critical corridors, but also
consuming a large percentage of available
funding and financing capacity. Generally,
there is insufficient funding available to
address both known and unanticipated
future transportation needs, as too large
a percentage of authorized funding
streams are committed to specific projects/
programs and to debt services.”1
Cash flow spending vs.
borrow and spend
In my previous APWA Reporter articles
and presentations, I make my position
clear in regards to funding strategies:
Do not borrow money without a solid
study and repayment plan. A thorough
analysis must be performed to assure that
the financial costs and benefits of debt
financing, weighs the costs of borrowing
against the economic, safety, and mobility
benefits of completing the project sooner
than would be possible with pay-as-yougo funding.
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Let’s start with a quote from WSTC
2015 report:
“In the prior transportation packages,
the state fuel tax was increased by 14.5
cents. Of which, 13.5 cents of those
revenues were fully leveraged to issue
bonds funding approximately 421 capital
improvement projects. As a result of
fully bonding the revenue stream
from these tax increases, none of that
revenue is available to the State now
or in the foreseeable future to pay for
needed maintenance, preservation, or

improvement projects. By not bonding
these new revenue streams the State
will ensure we have more revenue in
the future to pay for future expenses.
This will provide a more stable revenue
stream on an ongoing basis to pay for
transportation infrastructure.”
Did you know that over the next 13 years,
approximately 70% of Washington State’s
current net portion of the fuel tax revenue
is obligated to pay for the long-term debt
from financing past transportation projects?
See visual graph below.

Approved bonds for the new package
Eighteen percent ($2.9 billion) of the new
$16.1 billion package will pay interest and
principal on already-built projects. Perhaps
the most disappointing news is the
approved SB 5989 that allows for NEW
debt services of $ 5.3 billion, in addition
to what we are so far obligated to pay
(so the red line on the chart above
will never go down as shown around
year 2028). We are putting the future
generation in debt to pay an estimated
$4.1 billion of just interest money for the
next 30 years. Will this plunge the State into
the deepest debt in history? A credit debt
that will take a generation and decades of
interest payments – money that should be
spent on roads and transit instead?
Accepting, adapting to,
and implementing changes
The more we build and widen the corridors,
the more vehicles will appear! Previous and
lengthy construction projects along I-405
are a demonstration of this reality. New
technology and innovation is here and it’s up
to us to learn, adjust, and implement new
approaches. To ensure a more sustainable
and effective transportation system,
transportation funding should be made
neutral, placing transit and road funding
on an equal footing. Associated regulations
and guidelines should have the flexibility to
include multimodal solutions (in addition
to vehicle lanes), such as dedicated transit
lanes; bike lanes; sidewalks; transit cutouts
and stops; and/or traffic calming measures.
The new funding package allocates over
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10% of the money to transit, vanpool and
mobility grants, bike paths, and pedestrian
walkways. This is not enough for future
need, but it is a very promising start!
The package will also give authority to
Sound Transit and Community Transit for
expansion and sales tax measures.
With less than 3% of this new package
distributed to cities and counties while
they own over 70% of the road miles in
Washington State, local agencies need to
be more conscious about cost efficiency/
prevention by using innovative methods
and adopting sustainable approaches in
preserving, maintaining, and building their
infrastructure. Kudos to the Washington
Transportation Improvement Board
(TIB) for not only improving their own
efficiency by launching Performance
Management Dashboard in 2007, but also
for encouraging cities and counties to start
their own out-of-the-box thinking. In the
process of competing for fund eligibility,
public agencies will get 15 points for
sustainable approaches such as low impact
development, low energy or solar lighting,
on-site pavement recycling such as FDR/
CIPR/HIPR, and other sustainable criteria.

It is promising that our latest $16 billion
revenue package includes innovative
and sustainable approaches. However,
don’t we all need to make a fundamental
cultural shift in order to bring the longterm strategy of financial planning
to a local level? Don’t we need to
effectively manage our infrastructure,
while communicating risks and deferred
liabilities for underfunded maintenance
and replacement of our largest asset, the
transportation network? Isn’t it about time
to develop long-term financial planning
collaboratively with government officials,
who should be held accountable for the

way public funds are used to preserve and
maintain our infrastructure?
We own over 80,000 miles of roads
in the State, most nearing the end of
their life expectancy, and yet, with little
allocated money left to maintain, preserve
and make them safer. Don’t we owe it to
ourselves and future generations to create
an immediate plan of action?
Sam Yaghmaie can be reached at
sam.yaghmaie@weareharris.com,
206-898-5594
1 http://wstc.wa.gov/
2 http://international.fhwa.dot.gov/scan/

A fundamental cultural
shift is upon us
Sponsored by FHWA, the International
Technology Scanning Program (ITSP)
has completed over 80 scans visiting
international public agencies faced with
similar challenges to learn about innovative
technologies and practices. The useful
information was used to formulate a
new strategy for U.S. public agencies to
consider adopting and implementing:
“The facilitated discussions provided the
U.S. scan delegates with an opportunity
to learn from agencies that had already
experienced difficult financial situations
and emerged with strong support for road
maintenance and renewal among agency
leadership, elected officials, and the general
public. The challenges they faced and the
lessons they learned while evolving their
practices led some key findings:
Pavement management is integrated
into an asset management culture that
supports agency business processes
and long-term financial responsibilities.
Agencies help elected and appointed
officials be better stewards of
transportation assets.
Investment priorities are known and
stakeholders are held accountable for
their actions.
Efficiency and value drive program
delivery approaches.
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Satisfying our Clients by providing excellent service,
solving their problems and meeting their needs.

Lateral Pipe Lining
Sectional Pipe Lining
Interfit Connection Lining
Main Pipe Lining
Video Inspecting & Locating

PORTLAND

BEND

VA N C O U V E R

Hydro Jetting/Cleaning
Lateral Cutting

NW Friberg Street / NE Goodwin Road Improvements
2016 acec honor award for engineering excellence. client: city of camas

Come see us at the 2015 APWA
Fall Conference in Yakima
Booth #37
www.TrenchlessPipeRepairs.com

BUILT TO DELIVER A

BETTER WORLD

AECOM is a full service global firm with more than
700 employees in the Pacific Northwest. We offer
comprehensive planning and engineering services to
both the public and private sector. AECOM delivers
design, build, finance and operating services to
address our clients’ complex challenges.

T: 1.206.438.2700

www.aecom.com
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ASK MRSC
MRSC is a research nonprofit that offers local government staff free, one-to-one consultation
with legal and policy consultants. Below is a blog post by John Carpita, MRSC Public Works
Consultant. If you work for a city, county, or contracted special purpose district, Ask MRSC
by calling 800-977-6553 or emailing AskMRSC@mrsc.org.

ASK MRSC
Ask MRSC is a tad different this issue.
Our February CASC (now Contract
Administration Education Committee –
CAEC) workshops featured a breakout
session in the afternoon using scenarios
based on answered MRSC inquiries, but
using English place names to protect the
guilty. So, below are two of those scenarios.
Work your way through them and send
your answers to jcarpita@mrsc.org. (An
English accent gives you extra points.)
TOWN OF STRATFORD
Stratford is an idyllic little Washington
village where Bill Shakespeare’s second
cousin twice removed, Georgette, is
Town Clerk. They have a need for a
contract electrician to handle all the little
projects that crop up all the time. As she

puts it: “Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and
tomorrow, Creeps in this petty pace from
day to day, and danged if the electrical
system doesn’t creep with it.” Most of
the work is a really small, on the order of
$250- $1000 per “project.” Occasionally,
there might be a $3K to $9K project
if the well pump motor goes out.
Some questions:
• Which would be better, to do an
on-call (task order) contract or to
simply call Macbeth Electric every time
work is needed?
• Is there any “project” amount
over which you would recommend
additional quotes?
• What is the maximum amount you
would recommend for an on-call
contract? Total payments to Macbeth in
any given year if there is no contract?

• What are the prevailing wage
implications of each alternative?
Of relative costs in relation to Intent
& Affidavit set requirements and fees?
• What are the retainage and
bonding issues of each alternative?
Payment issues? Project closeout issues?

MRSC and CEAC (formerly CASC) have jointly sponsored training in administration and management of public works and professional
services contracts since 2001 – 15 years. In addition to training workshops, the CAEC also administers a popular certificate program
designed to recognize professionals who are continuing their education in the field of public works contract administration.
The certificate program has become an integral part of the training process for many local agencies, with over 350 certificates earned,
representing tens of thousands of hours of training.

425.454.3160
hwlochner.com

Transportation Infrastructure Professionals
We provide innovative and valuable planning,
design, and construction phase services
to our clients and partners.
Contact us to help with your
roadway, structures, transit,
and alternative delivery needs.
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Providing Autodesk 3D CAD software solutions,
support, and training to Government
CHICHESTER
Chichester is a trendy (chic) code city
in the I-5 corridor, which has the
fortune (or misfortune) to straddle I-5.
George Harrison, the city’s Finance
Director, is new to Washington State, its
public works statutes, and tax structure.
He commented just the other day:
“Blimey! This stuff really taxes my brain!
The Taxman sure has a Ticket to Ride, but
We Can Work It Out.”

Your Government Solutions provider for over 25 years. Staffed by the
most experienced technical experts in the region, PacifiCAD provides
the expertise, training, and support to help government organizations
realize the full power of design technology, increase productivity, maximize
skills and complete projects on time.

We Provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Autodesk BIM software solutions for Building Design & Engineering
Autodesk BIM software solutions for Civil Engineering &
Infrastructure design
PacXone training and support platform to connect your engineers
and designers with the answers they need FAST
Authorized training & certification
Consulting, installation and technical support
Hardware solutions - ISV certified workstations and laptops

Questions? Contact Us

800.722.2621 | pacificad.com
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Two “taxing” situations:
One
• The city just opened bids for a street
overlay project.
• Contractor A bid $136K plus $11K in
sales tax.
• Contractor B bid $137K with no
sales tax.
On the supposition that sales tax is not
paid on road projects, Chichester chose
Contractor A as the low bidder and
planned to award the contract to him/her
at $136K. Contractor B then submitted
a protest alleging that the city allowed
Contractor A to alter its bid.
• Is retail sales tax due for this road
project and if so, how?
• Does Contractor B have a valid point?
• What are the rules governing sales,
use, and B&O taxes for public works
contracts?
• What would your answers be if the
project was to install water mains?
Two
One important segment of the city’s trails/
walkways master program is to widen the
sidewalk on the SR 999 overpass over I-5
and provide a curb separation from the
roadway. George’s cursory review of the
RCWs and WACs leads him to believe that
retail sales tax does not need to be added
to the contract.
• What is your opinion?
• What RCW or WAC governs
this situation?

GST

International

The World’s Most Amazing Cementitious Patch and Overlay Product!

Can Your Concrete Do This?

GST

International

Global Sealer
Technologies

Available in Three Formulations – Just Add Water

Flex Without Failure
4000 PSI in 4 hours

Bridge Repair
Culverts

Sidewalk Repair
ICF Coating

Wall Repair
Curb Repair

Pot Holes
Decorative Overlay

Structural Underlayment
Alligatored (broken) Asphalt

after
before
before
before

after

Repaired spalled curb with Elephant Armor™
holds up after months of traffic abuse.

Concrete repairs are made possible in remote or
difficult sites with Elephant Armor™.

before

Overhead repairs are easy with Elephant Armor™,
forming is not required.

before
before

after

after

Finished concrete overlay without deconstructing
the failed substrate. Re-opened for use in 2 hours.

•

tensile strength as thin as 1/4”

Use Elephant Armor™ DOT Industrial Grade
for 4000 psi in 4 hours

•

Globa
Techn

after
Utility access door stamped and stained to match
existing finish.

based mortars for superior crack resistance

• High ductility, allowing the overlay or
patch to ‘FLEX’ without failure

• Prevents the propagation of existing
cracks through the surface

• Superior tensile strain capacity of
other cement-based products

• Resists de-icing salts, freeze/thaw
• Highly impermeable, high abrasion resistance

www.pavingstones.com
1 800 663 4091

Solutions for Success

Ideas transform
communities

PORT ANGELES

This is where great begins.

For more than thirty years, we have been keeping our
promise to provide quality construction management
services specifically tailored toward each client.
Project Management | Construction Management
Planning | Scheduling | Cost Estimating
Constructability Review | Inspection

|Master

Local Offices Throughout Washington

hdrinc.com
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www.vanir.com • 425-577-0095

HISTORY

Interstate Bridge

T

he first Interstate Bridge across the
Columbia River opened on Valentine’s
Day in 1917. It was only the second
highway bridge across the river (the first being
in Wenatchee). The span was designed by John
Waddell, a noted bridge engineer who held
patents on the vertical lift design. The bridge had
four nine-foot traffic lanes and trolley car tracks.
Built at a cost of $1.5 million, the counties of Clark
and Multnomah owned the bridge and collected
tolls until 1929, when the Washington and Oregon
Highway Departments assumed ownership.
The second bridge was opened in 1958, and
utilized a double-length span on a tilt to create
a secondary river channel. Once the new bridge
was completed, the first bridge was modified,
with two original spans replaced by a longer
span matching the vertical grade of the new
bridge. The two bridges were reconfigured with
three northbound lanes on the original and three
southbound lanes on the new. The cost of the
second bridge and modifications to the original
was $14.5 million, and tolls were reintroduced
until these bonds were paid off.
The twin spans became part of the Interstate
Highway System as I-5 construction started.
Today, at age 99, the northbound bridge is the
oldest structure on the entire Interstate Highway
System. Efforts to build a new crossing were
suspended in 2014 when funding, river clearance,
and multimodal issues proved to be too great for
the consortium of two states, two counties, two
cities, and numerous federal agencies to resolve.

Interstate Bridge with the 1958 addition
photographed in 1966 by Nancy Ishii. Right: Original
photo postcard caption reads: “Pacific Highway
Interstate Bridge length which approaches four
miles, making it one of the longest steel bridges in
the world. Vancouver Wn-Portland Ore.”

The bridge at Wenatchee, the first to span the Columbia River in Washington State.
Although constructed in 1907-08 with private funds, it soon was purchased by the state.

Excerpted from Building Washington, by Paul Dorpat and Genevieve McCoy. ©1998, Washington State Chapter APWA.
Please contact John Carpita at MRSC to purchase a copy from our limited supply.
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Smart Solutions
for a Complex
World
From energy saving
work places to solid
infrastructure, safe
streets and clean
streams, Tetra Tech
is here to help you
connect the dots with
expertise, creativity
and sensitivity to
your budget.

Marcos Lopez 206-883-9300
Chuck Purnell 425-635-1000
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Municipalities Now Responsible for Addressing

VIEW-OBSTRUCTING
ROADSIDE VEGETATION
By Bob Meinig, MRSC Legal Consultant

I

n a short, unanimous opinion issued
recently, the Washington Supreme
Court concluded that a municipality
– a city or county – can be held
liable for hazardous conditions on its
roads created by naturally occurring
roadside vegetation. The first sentences
of Wuthrich v. King County succinctly
summarize the court’s holding:
A municipality’s duty to maintain its
roadways in a reasonably safe condition
for ordinary travel is not confined to the
asphalt. If a wall of roadside vegetation
makes the roadway unsafe by blocking
a driver’s view of oncoming traffic at an
intersection, the municipality has a duty
to take reasonable steps to address it.
This case involved a driver who, after
stopping at a stop sign, entered a road and
hit a motorcyclist she had not seen because
of overgrown blackberry bushes at the
intersection.
Both the trial court and the Court of
Appeals dismissed the suit, based on three
prior state Supreme Court decisions that
the Wuthrich court held no longer applied
because they were decided before the
Legislature waived sovereign immunity
for municipalities. Even under sovereign
immunity, however, municipalities had
a duty to address conditions outside the
roadway that were “inherently dangerous
or misleading.” Under these prior decisions,
though, a municipality had no duty to
address dangerous sight obstructions caused
by roadside vegetation. In Barton v. King
County, 18 Wn.2d 573, 576 (1943), the

“THE WASHINGTON SUPREME COURT
CONCLUDED THAT A MUNICIPALITY
– A CITY OR COUNTY – CAN BE HELD
LIABLE FOR HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS
ON ITS ROADS CREATED BY NATURALLY
OCCURRING ROADSIDE VEGETATION.”
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court stated that, to hold otherwise,
“it would be to hold, literally, that
thousands of county road intersections
are inherently dangerous.” The Barton
court concluded that, “[t]o so hold would
impose an imponderable responsibility
upon counties.”
Under Wuthrich v. King County,
cities and counties seemingly now have
that “imponderable responsibility” to
address dangerous sight obstructions
caused by roadside vegetation. The
court noted that whether a condition is
inherently dangerous does not depend
on whether the condition “exists in
the roadway itself.” But, rejecting the
notion of excessive liability exposure for
municipalities as result of its decision, the
court emphasized that “only reasonable
care is owed” (court’s emphasis) in
addressing dangerous sight obstructions
caused by roadside vegetation.
Regardless of whether this new
responsibility imposed by Wuthrich v.
King County is “imponderable,” it is an
added one that cities and counties, in
consultation with their attorneys and
insurers, will need to address. While the
full implications from this decision remain
to be seen, I think it’s likely to result in
cities and counties devoting significant
additional resources to the trimming and
removal of roadside vegetation that might
cause dangerous sight obstructions.
About Bob Meinig
Bob has written extensively on the
state Open Public Meetings Act and on
municipal incorporation and annexation.
At MRSC, he has also advised local
governments for over 25 years on diverse
legal issues.
Previously published on MRSC Insight,
February 3, 2016.
Reprinted with permission.
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Helping Washington State Cities
preserve the environment,
improve their quality of life,
and manage growth Since 1935

DELIVERING SOLUTIONS THAT CONNECT
Learn more at:
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& visit us at BOOTH 56

www.g-o.com
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SERVICE

Locations in Spokane & Tacoma
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Architecture

Water and Natural Resources

Engineering

Landscape Architecture

Planning
Survey

FLOW
SPLITTER
NORTH CELL

SOUTH CELL

engineers | landscape architects | planners | surveyors

Overlake Village South Detention Vault; Redmond, Washington
Everett

Redmond

Vancouver

www.otak.com
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Come Visit Us at Booth No. 74
Drop off a Business Card to Compete for Drawings

Offices in Vancouver, Tri-Cities and Walla Walla

hdjdg.com
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ast year I wrote an article for the
APWA Reporter about one of our
Institute classes and how we deal with
the topic of “Creating the Future.” In that
article I made several assertions:
• If you’re a manager and you’re not
creating the future, you’re not doing
your job.
• The cities facing bankruptcy after the
last economic downturn had cookiecutter, fill-in-the-blanks types of
strategic plans.
• Government has a tendency to take
things that are possible and make them
impossible.
• We haven’t successfully shifted gears to a
strategy based on asset management in
a mature system. Engineers still get their
greatest kicks out of building new stuff.

Also last year, I wrote New Outlook 7 in
which I talked about the priorities of council
candidates in Vancouver USA. I said that the
incumbent who had funding maintenance
as his fifth priority would probably get
elected and his opponent’s vote total
might give us some idea of how many of
the citizens think that road maintenance is
the most important thing. Remember, his
opponent had fixing roads as his number
one priority. I guessed that not many would
vote against the incumbent.
The results are in and the incumbent
with maintenance as his fifth priority got
61% of the vote and his opponent with
fixing roads as his number one priority got
39% of the vote.
What does that tell us? It tells us that
I was wrong about the challenger not

getting many votes, but not much more
than that.
I think it also tells us that there’s a
danger in overthinking any of this.
Therefore, I’m now going to argue
against some of my previous positions in
that Reporter article.
Creating the future as a manager’s
job might be a touch preachy. It also might
be a statement of the obvious. Human
beings tend to tinker with everything and
thinking that a manager might be content
to just watch the world go by is unrealistic.
Even the laziest manager will want to find
a way to make that manager’s job easier
so the tinkering begins.
Cities facing bankruptcy had
strategic plans is something that I just
blurted out. I don’t have any data to support
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OSTROWSKI’S OUTLOOK

that statement although I do know that
Stockton had such a plan. I’m confident,
however, that the rest probably spent some
time talking about their future and making
great plans. Those plans were obviously
flawed but it really doesn’t matter.
I now think that none of this really
matters. We just tinker with our
management responsibilities because it
makes us happy. Whether that does our
city, county, or agency any good is more a
matter of luck.
Even Detroit, as hollowed out as it is,
manages to still be around. They have
football, baseball, basketball, and hockey
teams. They may even have a soccer
team but I’m not willing to do the
research to find out.
The point is that cities are remarkably
resilient. They seem to hang around in
spite of huge hits to their economies.
Maybe things could have been better for
them if they had been managed better but
I’m not sure.
I still believe that government has
a tendency to take things that are
possible and make them impossible
but there will always be clever people who
figure out how to get around the rules.
When Poland was a communist
country it was full of millionaires. How
can that happen? As Archie Bunker once
said, “people who live in communes are
communists.” If you live in a commune,
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everyone shares according to their needs.
Apparently, some Poles figured out how to
convince the rest of the folks that being a
millionaire is what they needed.
Because there will always be people
who know how to beat the system,
even government rules or neglect can be
overcome by an enterprising bureaucrat.
This is probably one of the reasons that
cities are resilient. They operate on a trial
and error basis. It’s been suggested that
Roosevelt’s New Deal was just a series
of experiments to see if they could find
something that would work.
Engineers still get their kicks out
of building new stuff rather than
maintaining what we have may sound like
stereotyping. However, I think it’s only
natural to get joy from creating something
new. If we maintain something really well
and spend the money to keep it in good
shape for a very long time we don’t have
as much fun. We also don’t have anything
more than what we started with. That
means we spent money to keep an asset
when we could have spent that same
money to buy more assets. As the old
assets wear out from lack of maintenance
we can then build new assets and feel like
we got something for our money.
As you read that last statement
you might have been criticizing it as
delusional. I think you’re right and the
secret to our success as a species is

SPRING 2016

that we’re delusional. We think that all
growth is our birthright and that we need
to find a way to feed more and more
people rather than limiting the number of
people. That’s not to say that some folks
haven’t tried limiting the population but,
like China, they eventually give up and
delude themselves into believing that they
actually are managing growth by talking
about it a lot.
One reason that delusional thinking is
the secret of success can be found in my
favorite fortune cookie saying, “person
who say it cannot be done should not
interrupt person doing it.” Sometimes
believing in something is more powerful
than all the strategic plans and graphs
and charts modern managers use to
create the future.
This is where I usually say whether
you agree with me or not, remember
that you can state your position in
future articles by sending me an email
at ostrowj@pacifier.com and I’ll put you
on the mailing list for advance copies of
future Outlooks.
I went ahead and said it but you
now know that this article was a bonus
because you almost have to disagree with
one of my positions because I’ve argued
both sides. You may have to read my
Reporter article to get the full treatment
of one of the sides, but you’ll be a better
person for it.
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Reader Responses
Brian J. Ziegler, PE
I love the way you can argue both
sides of an issue and still keep me in
the dark about what you really think.
Ever thought about a political career?
I’d like to respond to your
schizophrenia, focusing on two issues:
government and engineering.
First, on the topic of government
and it’s propensity to make things
more complicated than they need to
be, that’s by design. Remember, it’s
“of, by, and for the people,” so by
nature it’s a collaborative and messy
thing, particularly frustrating for all
the STEM disciplines at work in our
agencies. I remember an instructor in
a Legislative Process class (who was
herself a career politician) reminding
the class that, “the legislative process
is designed specifically to kill good
ideas.” In my experience, she was
so right. And I like it that way!

watershedco.com • (425) 822-5242

Can you imagine a world every elected
official had the power to implement every
“good idea” in their head? The resulting
chaos would generate even more “good
ideas” to counteract the previous “good
idea.” Better to kill them when they’re
young, right? Thank God for the principle
of separation of powers! Now to the
second idea, that engineers don’t like to
maintain old stuff but only to build new
stuff. Seems like you’ve forgotten the First
Two Laws of Engineering:
1. If engineering were easy, everyone
would be doing it.
2. If we had all the resources in the
world, we wouldn’t need engineers.
Taken together, the two laws remind us
that engineering takes personal and social
discipline. These qualities are foundational
characteristics of the profession, and
I think it’s why we are seeing more
agencies turning to asset management
systems for guidance.

Asset management decision
models are infused with engineering
principles, economics, ethics, and
customer service. I think they
represent the best of our profession
by espousing a “both-and” view of
assets, not an “either-or” perspective.
These cradle-to-grave approaches
build credibility with our citizenry
because they respond to the deep
desires of many NIMTO elected
officials (which is, “don’t put me in
the headlines during an emergency”).
Our citizens demand a professional
response to public infrastructure
services, and asset management
systems fill the bill.
So, I’m still in the dark about
what you really think John. But I feel
better about what I think. Thanks for
continuing to stir the pot at APWA!

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE • MITIGATION & RESTORATION
ARBORIST SERVICES • PLANNING & PERMITTING
CRITICAL AREAS ASSESSMENT
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Reader Responses (continued)
Pete Butkus
I am commenting only on your premise
articulated in the last Outlook about
engineers still getting their “kicks” out
of building new stuff. Now, in Outlook
8, this is somewhat re-defined as asset
management of mature systems.
OK, public works professionals
(engineers and more), elected officials,
and much of the public like to see
new things built. There is a sense of
accomplishment, pride and sometimes
even the delivery of a past promise when
new things are completed and put in
service be it a building or a bridge. As
our systems age and our people mature
(note the distinction!) there is a need to
focus as well on the replacement and
upgrading of those systems to maintain
their efficacy. As I understand your
premise, the public works profession
is still too focused on the new and not
enough on the repair or refurbishment –
in fancy terms – asset management.
I suggest that enhancing asset
management needs to be more than a
public works focus. Here are some quick
thoughts on how to accomplish this:
• Using one of the (mature) Ostrowski
ideas, enhance Maslow’s Hierarchy
of Needs and draw the “Maslow”
triangle with infrastructure: the
availability of transportation, safe
drinking water and avoiding public

health issues through wastewater
management as the base upon which
organized society is built. Putting this
another way: The fire/medic service
needs a good transportation system
to get their equipment to the site of
the emergency.
• Public works professionals focus on
the design, construction and
maintenance of assets and then
frequently go about it alone.
I advocate that the profession
align itself more often with the
professionals in finance. For example
the Government Accounting
Standards Board (GASB) has
established standards for local
governments regarding asset
management. It is GASB that has
stepped up to mandate government
systems inventory in GASB 34.
This inventory can then be used to
develop an asset management plan
for repair or rehabilitation.
Having public works and finance
professionals explaining asset
management principles to elected
officials at a briefing or budget
workshop can assist in getting
the needed funding to do better
asset management.
• The public works profession could
benefit by reaching out to marketing
professionals.
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VANCOUVER OFFICE
360.448.4230

I advocate using the skills of a
marketing professional to examine
the issue and develop alternative
marketing approaches to better
sell the need for projects as well
as to provide recognition for jobs
done well. It is also prudent to
include recognition for elected
officials who voted for the budget
that made this project a reality.
Assigning these tasks to an
assistant director, project engineer
or an engineering intern does not
get the benefits that a marketing
professional can provide.
Don’t forget the value of investing
in face-to-face interaction with
those in adjacent businesses or
residences to inform as well as hear
and act on their concerns.
• System failures could use the same
marketing attention as do the build
new, repair and rehabilitation efforts.
For example, make every water line
failure a reason to interact with
the local media to include photos,
videos and background data on
asset management.
• Consider an attitude adjustment: a
replaced water line or a bridge deck
rehabilitation are in reality a new
water line and a new bridge deck.
That is it for today, John, keep on
advocating, agitating and advising!
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Everyone needs
a little help
sometimes.
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Utility Design
Structural Engineering
Road Design
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Survey
Stormwater Design
NPDES Compliance
Stream Restoration
Pump Stations
LID Designs
Bridge Construction
Retaining Wall Design
Water Treatment Facilities
Water Main Replacements
Trenchless Pipe Replacements
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We hold the Washington state contract #02811
for Vegetation and Anti-Ice Spray Equipment

ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION

KIRKLAND | EVERETT | TACOMA

www.aesgeo.com

48

WASHINGTON STATE PublicWorks

SPRING 2016

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Letter to the Editor
As a retired public works director and a public works leadership fellow who lives
far away from the concentration of the professional community, the chapter
magazine is an invaluable form of communication. I look forward to its arrival
with informative well-written professional articles on what is happening around
the state. It also serves as a tool in keeping me current for upcoming events. It is
always nice to see pictures of those that I have worked with in the past, as well
as those of the new professionals that are the lifeblood of the organization.
Highlighting achievements in the chapter magazine of your organization to
those around the state and your council is an important aspect of continued
critical funding and an opportunity to showcase your dedicated and talented
staff. The City of Port Angeles has been fortunate to have been recognized with
multiple projects of the year, as well has having the city engineer/deputy public
works director recognized as an outstanding public works professional of
the year. He was also nominated by the chapter as its candidate for a national
top 10 professional of the year.
Glenn A. Cutler, PE, PWLF
Former Public Works and Utilities Director, City of Port Angeles

Seattle | 206.286.1640
Tacoma | 253.627.0720
www.kpg.com
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AD INDEX
Washington State Public Works would not be possible without the advertising support of the following organizations.
Please think of them when you require a product or service. We have tried to make it easier for you to contact these suppliers by
including their telephone numbers and websites. You can also visit the electronic version at www.apwa-wa.org to access direct links.
COMPANY
Abbotsford Concrete Products
AECOM
Ag Enterprise Supply, Inc.
America West Environmental
Applied Professional Services, Inc.
Aspect Consulting
Associated Earth Sciences, Inc.
Best Management Products, Inc.
COWI North America
David Evans & Associates, Inc.
Exceltech Consulting
GeoDesign Inc.
Gray & Osborne
Geotechnical Resources, Inc.
Harper Houf Peterson Righellis Inc.
Harris & Associates
HDJ Design Group
HDR Engineering
Healing Hooves, LLC
H.W. Lochner, Inc.
KPFF Consulting Engineers
KPG, Inc.
Lakeside Industries
Landau Associates
MIG, Inc.
Modular Wetland Systems, Inc.
Murray, Smith & Associates, Inc.
Northwest Playground Equipment
OBEC Consulting Engineers
Oldcastle Stormwater Solutions
Otak, Inc.
Owen Equipment
PACE Engineers, Inc.
PacifiCAD Inc.
Parametrix
Perma-Patch
Phoenix Asphalt Products & Services
Quezada Consulting
Reid Middleton
RH2 Engineering, Inc.
Roland Resources
SeaTac Lighting & Controls, LLC
Shannon & Wilson, Inc.
Skillings Connolly, Inc.
Solid Waste Systems
Special Asphalt Products, Inc.
Stantec
Tetra Tech
The Fab Shop
The PPI Group
The Watershed Company
Tinnea & Associates, LLC
TranTech Engineering, LLC
Trenchless Pipe Repairs LLC
Universal Field Services
Valbridge Property Advisors/Allen Brackett Shedd
Vanir Construction Management, Inc.
Washington Tractor
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PHONE
604-852-4967
206-624-9349
509-235-2006
888-547-5475
425-888-2590
206-328-7443
425-827-7701
800-504-8008
206-216-3933
425-519-6500
206-838-9900
206-284-0860
360-213-1690
503-221-1131
425-453-0999
360-695-3488
425 450-6200
877-309-8415
425-454-3160
206-622-5822
206-286-1640
425-313-2681
800-552-5957
800-790-8444
760-433-7640
425-252-9003
800-726-0031
541-683-6090
800-579-8819
425-822-4446
800-422-2059
425-827-2014
800-722-2621
253 863-5128
425-487-6161
866-289-6767
206-371-1594
425-741-3800
800-720-8052
206-499-9000
206-575-6865
206-632-8020
360-491-3399
800-892-7831
800-953-6490
425- 869-9448
206-883-9300
253-568-9124
425-251-9722
425-822-5242
206-328-7872
425-453-5545
253-447-8026
425-673-5559
425-450-4040
425-577-0095
253-863-4436

WEBSITE
www.pavingstones.com
www.aecom.com
www.agenterprise.com
www.america-west.net
www.apslocates.com
www.aspectconsulting.com
www.aesgeo.com
www.bmpinc.com
www.cowi-na.com
www.deainc.com
www.xltech.com
www.geodesigninc.com
www.g-o.com
www.gri.com
www.hhpr.com
www.harris-assoc.com
www.hdjdesigngroup.com
www.hdrinc.com
www.healinghooves.com
www.hwlochner.com
www.kpff.com
www.kpg.com
www.lakesideind.com
www.landauinc.com
www.migcom.com
www.modularwetlands.com
www.msa-ep.com
www.nwplayground.com
www.obec.com
www.oldcastlestormwater.com
www.otak.com
www.owenequipment.com
www.paceengrs.com
www.pacificad.com
www.parametrix.com
www.permapatch.com
www.phxasphalt.com
www.quezadaconsulting.com
www.reidmiddleton.com
www.rh2.com
www.roland-resources.com
www.seataclighting.com
www.shannonwilson.com
www.skillings.com
www.solidwastesystems.com
www.specialasphalt.com
www.stantec.com
www.tetratech.com
www.thefabshop.com
www.theppigroup.com
www.watershedco.com
www.tinnea.net
www.trantecheng.com
www.trenchlesspiperepairs.com
www.ufsrw.com
www.valbridge.com
www.vanir.com
www.washingtontractor.org

MISSION POSSIBLE:
Helping agencies do more
with less through sustainable
transportation solutions.

Your mission, should you choose to accept it...
connect with Harris at the APWA WA Spring Conference:
• Participate in the pre-conference workshop “Agency/
Contractor/Consultant Summit II”
• Attend the technical session “Innovative Approach: Roller
Compacted Concrete and Permeable Pavements”
• Read the “Washington Gas Tax Increase Package: It Passed,
Will We Spend It Wisely?” article (featured in this issue)
• Visit Harris at Booth #73

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT | ENGINEERING SERVICES | PUBLIC FINANCE | ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

sam.yaghmaie@weareharris.com | 206.898.5594 | WeAreHarris.com

