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HISTORY
MISSION
THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE THEORY
AND PRACTICE OF THE DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE,
ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION
OF PUBLIC WORKS FACILITIES AND
SERVICES; THE DISSEMINATION
OF INFORMATION AND
EXPERIENCES; THE PROMOTION OF
IMPROVED PRACTICES IN PUBLIC
WORKS ADMINISTRATION; THE

TODAY

Around the turn of the 20th Century, municipal public works were becoming
increasingly important with the industrialization of America. The American
Society of Municipal Engineers (ASME) formed in 1894 as a result. By 1920
there was a need for an organization of non-engineers engaged in public
works management and service delivery, so the International Association
of Public Works Officials (IAPWO) was created. In 1937, the ASME and
IAPWO merged to form the American Public Works Association, a society
of consultants, design engineers, construction supervisors and water
works directors. Public works as a profession augmented the boom in the
construction of facilities that improved quality of life in America.

Today’s American Public Works Association is an international educational
and professional association of public agencies, private sector companies
and individuals dedicated to providing high quality public works goods
and services. It is the largest and oldest organization of its kind in the
world, providing a forum where public works professionals can exchange
ideas, improve competency, increase the performance of their agencies
and companies, and bring important public works-related topics to public
attention in local, state and federal arenas. Headquartered in Kansas City,
Missouri, the organization has an office in Washington, D.C., and 67 chapters
throughout North America.

The Washington State Chapter was founded by 23 members on July 26, 1955.
In 1956, 70 people attended the first conference in Yakima. By 1978 there were
684 members, and by 1990, 1,025. In its first 35 years, the Washington State
Chapter earned the National APWA President’s Plaque Award for growth seven
times. The chapter has also received 11 APWA Membership Citations Awards
and three APWA Heritage Awards.

More than 1,500 members make up APWA’s Washington State Chapter today.
Members come from across the entire state of Washington with conferences
being held in the spring in Western Washington and in the fall in Eastern
Washington. The chapter features 27 committees. Chapter officers include a
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Eight board members are
also elected for two-year terms. Officers and board members, along with the
immediate past President and the Chapter Delegate, comprise the Executive
Committee.
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Storm Sewer WPA Construction Project, Hoquiam, 1937
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“APWA is a great venue that opens the door to many experiences that sharpen the skills, in
continuation of a successful career dedicated to public service. I’m proud to serve the public
through APWA by continuing to define the standards for safety and livable communities.”
- Mr. Ahmad Qayoumi,
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GET THE MOST
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Asset Management
Awards
Conference Oversight
Construction Administration
Education Committee (CAEC)
Construction Management
Construction Materials
Construction Standards
Div. 1 & Div. 7
Diversity
Emergency Management
Emerging Professionals
Environment and Sustainability
Government Affairs
History
Management & Public
Administration (MPAC)
Marketing & Public Works
Outreach
Membership
Operations & Maintenance,
ROADeo
Past Presidents
Stormwater Management
Student Outreach Network
Sustainability
Technology Solutions
Transporation
Wastewater / Pre-FOG

Did you know your APWA membership gives you exposure to more than
28,500 public works professionals? Tap into their experiences, network and
create opportunities for your future. Your membership saves you money on
conferences, resources, training and certifications. You also have the ability to
advocate for public works issues within the state of Washington!
»» TRAINING: Expand your knowledge through offered educational

1.

For event dates, go to: washington.apwa.net, under EVENTS.
»» Annual Ski Day
»» Spring & Fall
Conferences
»» Golf Tournament

Continuous Education Units (CEUs). (See page 7.)

»» Project of the Year
Award Ceremony
»» Night of Excellence
»» Equipment ROADeo

»» NETWORKING: Develop professional relationships at our annual and
committee events.
»» GET INVOLVED: Join a committee to work on projects that matter.
See the full committee list to the left and online.
»» DISCOUNTS: Your membership entitles you to discounts throughout
the year and most significantly for the conferences.
»» AWARDS: Submit for recognition through Project of the Year or

Magazine

2.

Night of Excellence. (See page 6.)

The Washington State PublicWorks magazine is a chapter-sponsored, quarterly magazine that
features major projects, news on relevant topics, and profiles on industry professionals. The goal of
the PublicWorks magazine is to be a resource to the public works community, inform and educate
APWA WA members, showcase public works, and help our membership be prepared to meet the
challenges of the21st Century. Send story ideas to apwa.washington@gmail.com.

»» LOBBYING: Register to provide expert witness statements to lobby
for issues that matter to public works. Go to: washington.apwa.net,

Online Resources

Committees, Government Affairs.

3.
valuable outlet to network with professionals who
have similar interests to me, outside of my current
organization.”

APWA WASHINGTON CHAPTER

Annual Events

courses and professional development, many of which are eligible for

“My involvement with APWA has provided me a
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4 WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED

- Mallory Wilde, EIT

Emerging Professionals Chair, 2016
		Parametrix
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Signing into our website washington.apwa.net gives you access to additional benefits where
starred below. Need to request a change to the website? Email apwa.washington@gmail.com.
»» Interactive Membership Directory with
contact information*

»» Previous year’s Project of the Year
winning submittals

»» Post and browse job openings for free

»» PUBLICWorks magazine’s online issues

Social Media

4.

Stay up-to-date with colleagues through Facebook @APWAWashington and Twitter @APWAWA.
Have some news that you want to share? Email apwa.washington@gmail.com.
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CONFERENCES

TRAINING

Chapter conferences are held twice a year, in Spring (April) and Fall (October),
and your membership entitles you to a substantial discount. The conferences
are the only time that the entire chapter convenes at one location. Comittees
usually take the oportunity to meet face-to-face and discuss goals for the year.
The chart below shows the main highlights of the Spring and Fall Conferences,
all of which have sponsorship
		 opportunities. For specific conference
information visit:
CONFERENCE WEBSITE

APWAWACONF.COM

Chapter Conference Highlights

Spring /
Fall

Submissions
Due

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS

Spring /
Fall

Spring:
December

Approximately 35 educational sessions covering a variety of topics, such as:
Management (Asset, Emergency), Maintenance, Utilities, Stormwater, Technology,
Transportation, and Career Development. Educational sessions are held the Wednesday
and Thursday of the conference dates.

EQUIPMENT ROADeo COMPETITION

Fall: June

Fall

October

Spring

Mid-January

Fall

August

Spring /
Fall

Spring: April

Organized by the Operations and Maintenance / ROADeo Committee, this competition
tests competitors with a written test, as well as a machinery obstacle course. Winners at
the state level continue on to compete at the national level. Competitors can register
when registering for the conference.

PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD CEREMONY
These awards recognize excellence in management and administration to successfully
complete public works projects. Awards fall into five categories, with dollar volume
differentials (less than $5M, <$25M, $25M - $75M, >$75M) within each category:
Emergency Preparedness, Environment, Historical Restoration / Preservation, Structures,
and Transportation.

NIGHT OF EXCELLENCE

In addition to the conference educational sessions, APWA offers three other
training courses: Management & Public Administration (MPAC), Contract
Administration (CAEC), and Northwest Public Works Institute (NWPWI).
MANAGEMENT & PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MPAC)
MPAC creates a forum that brings public works and industry leaders together
to discuss, learn, and network about current trends and topics in the public
works management and civil engineering arenas. Workshop registrations
are set up a month in advance. An email notification will be sent out when
registration is available to current members.

“Every role I have served
the public, from engineer
to public works director
to consultant, APWA has

CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION (CAEC )
Certification Available, Minimum 30 Credit Hours
The Contract Administration Education Committee (CAEC, formerly CASC)
hosts many workshops throughout the year. The CAEC also administers a
certificate program designed to recognize professionals who are continuing
their education in the field of public works contract administration. The format
is diverse to accommodate different learning styles and available timeframes.
Workshops are 3 - 5 hours and the same workshop is available in multiple
locations throughout the state.

offered excellent support
and opportunities to
assist me and my agency
in achieving our goals.”		
- Ms. Jill Marilley
		 Chapter President, 2011
		 HDR, Inc.

NORTHWEST PUBLIC WORKS INSTITUTE (NWPWI)
Certification Available by NWPWI & APWA National, 90 Credit Hours
The Northwest Public Works Institute (NWPWI) is a program of instruction
for public works executives who would like to attain a higher degree of
proficiency as leaders and managers. The Washington and Oregon Chapters of
APWA jointly operate and sponsor the Institute.
The program consists of three courses offered in Oregon and Washington that,
taken in their entirety, provide public works professionals with skills needed to
advance in supervisory and management positions up to and including Public
Works Director. While it is recommended that students take all three courses
leading to a Certificate of Competency, the individual courses also satisfy the
needs of public works professionals at different stages in their career. Each of0-5 Years
the three courses consist of 30 hours of instruction over four days.

The Night of Excellence honors individuals and teams making a difference in the public
works community. For a list of Individual and Excellence (team) Awards and their
submission forms, go to washington.apwa.net and click on Awards.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The Golf Tournament is held in conjunction with the Conference. However, golfers do
not need to attend the conference. The format is a shotgun start, four-person scramble
followed by a dinner and an awards ceremony.
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GEOGRAPHY OF MEMBERS
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