
           2020 Legislative Priorities 

 

 

The American Public Works Association (APWA) exists to develop and support the people working in the 

public works arena   

It is comprised of the men and women across the state, who design, build, plan, operate, and maintain 

the transportation, water supply, water treatment and solid waste disposal systems, as well as public 

buildings and other structures essential to our state’s economy and way of life.  

The following are APWA’s priorities for the 2020 Legislative Session. 

 

Stable funding for transportation  

Transportation agencies across the state are struggling to find the resources needed to build and 

maintain the transportation systems needed to serve their communities. Existing funding sources are 

unsustainable and threatened by competing state interests. Specific measures supported by APWA 

include: 

• Protection and expansion of existing transportation funding 

• Development of new funding sources that recognize the future of transportation such as 

funding based on Vehicle Miles Traveled 

• Development of local transportation funding options such as Tax Increment Financing.  

• A new statewide transportation revenue package 

Funding and policy development for emergency response 

There is growing awareness about the vulnerability of public infrastructure to natural disasters. Public 

works agencies across the state will be first responders to such events. While there are increasing efforts 

at all levels more is needed to improve coordination and provide sufficient resources to ensure effective 

emergency response. Specific measures supported by APWA include: 

• Increasing funding for emergency response include planning and preparation 

• Policy development to improve interagency coordination at all levels 

• Policy development to identify and remove legal barriers to effective emergency 

response 

Full funding of the Public Works Assistance Account 

The Public Works Assistance Account (PWAA) provides necessary infrastructure loans for our 

communities and helps keep rates for services like drinking water and sewer affordable for all residents. 

Over the last three biennia roughly $2 billion has been redirected from the PWAA for other state 

priorities. For the first time since 2013, the PWTF was appropriated $95 million in the 2019-2021 

biennial budget. APWA will again join the Association of Washington Cites and support full funding of 

the PWAA. 



            

 

 

 

 

Flexible and efficient public work contracting 

Public works contracting is complex and excessively bureaucratic. Numerous requirements make public 

works contracts vulnerable to claims and litigation and add significantly to the cost of contract 

administration. APWA will support legislation to simplify public work contracting and will oppose 

legislation that adds requirements that do not add value to project and service delivery.    

 

Sustainability and Innovation  

Innovation and implementation of more sustainable practices are essential to meet the needs of future 

generations.  APWA supports efforts to promote innovation in public works such as current efforts to 

address liability issues related to autonomous vehicles.  APWA also supports policy development to 

promote sustainability as well as efforts that directly protect and enhance the natural world such as 

funding for fish barrier removal and salmon recovery.  

  

 

 

 

For more information about the Washington Chapter of the American Public Works Association and our 

2020 Legislative Priorities contact Jim Rioux , Chair of the Government Affairs Committee at (360) 753-

8484 or via e-mail at jriopux@ci.olympia.wa.us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


