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Meeting Date: September 18, 2018 Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Meeting Attendees: Attendee’s Affiliation: 

Mike Shaw (ph) Contract lobbyist 

Jim Rioux City of Olympia 

Patrick Holme (ph) SCJ Alliance 

Scott Egger City of Lacey  

Peter Be Boldt  Perteet 

Andrew Pittlekau Association of Washington Cities 

Jennifer Barnes Heffron Transportation  

Jane Wall Washington Association of County Engineers 

Leeann Snyder (ph) Pierce County 

Craig Olson (ph)  

 

2019 Session Update 

Mike Shaw led a discussion on the outlook for 2019 session. The following were the major take 

away items from that discussion.  

 This will be a long budget session.  

 The legislature will likely to stay Democratic, with a gain in seats based on primary 

results.   

 We expect more changes in the House, with Judy Clibborn leaving.  Rep. Fye will likely to 

be chair of Transportation Committee but nothing will be official until after the election.  



 House Transportation Committee ranking Republican, Rep. Ed Orcutt, will relinquish 

that role to become ranking member on House Finance.  Rep. Harmsworth is looking like 

the replacement but may lose his election.   

 With regard to the PWTF the priority is to get it resurrected now that more money is 

coming in.   

 US Supreme Court Decision on 4-4 vote upheld the culvert decision against the State of 

WA.  Some 800 State owned culverts would need to be completed by 2030.  Cities and 

counties are nervous they are next.   

 Transportation Budget will be a wait and see depending on Carbon Tax Initiative 

(Pollution Fee) on the ballot.  If it does not pass, Sen. Hobbs is considering an alternative 

to maintain control of the revenue.  The initiative is not specific on how money is spent. 

That’s a problem.  Hobbs may promote a small (five-cent) transportation package, to at 

least start the conversation.  Fey is interested in paying for some Ferries and may need 

some new revenue too.  

  School funding-   McCleary is settled but property tax may get attention (seniors, vets).  

Jane shared that there will be a need to address the Capital Budget and state bonding 

capacity. The state needs to build more schools to reduce class sizes.  

 Road use charges are still being studied and are not expected to come back to the 

legislature before 2010. 

 Mike: WSDOT may move “omnibus” tolling bill (I-405 plus several others).   

 Jane:  There is a need for a revenue package to address SR-2 Trestle and Columbia River 

Crossing will need tolling. 

  Scott:  PWTF issue is two-fold:  Getting funds restored and restructuring the program 

TIB very streamlined, could PWTF be modeled after that?  Candace Bock is handling this 

for AWC.  Jane met with Cecilia Gardner, PWTF Director. She indicated that she has a 

six-year plan.  Stabilize funding, push for growth, and pursue a constitutional 

amendment to protect the fund.   

 Mike: Culvert issue overshadow PWTF.  Jane:  Estimate is $3 b for state obligation 

(doesn’t include locals) 

  Mike:  Mental health (Trueblood case) is going to cost millions in Capital Budget (Nine 

new regional mental health centers).  Federal Court fines totaling $60 m.  The Governor 

is proposing to remove civil commitments and treat in nine regional centers.  Are they 

state facilities, are they local facilities?  Many demands on the Capital Budget, and it 

does not even address the homelessness issue. 

 

 

 

 



 

2019 Legislative Agenda  

 

Jim shared the 2018 Legislative Agenda and asked for input on a 2019 agenda. There were no 

comments Jim proposed recommending the same language to the Board at their October 

meeting in Wenatchee. 

 

King County Proposals  

Mike shared two bills that were being looked at by King County. One would increase the Small Works 
Roster limit from $300,000, to $500,000, and increase the cap for limited public works from $35,000 to 
$50,000.  The second would eliminate the option for using cash for bid bond deposit and allow bid bods 
to expire automatically through electronic systems. 
 
Mike indicated that King County was not sure that they would run the bills and they were interested to 
see if APWA would take a lead on them 
 
The committee was uncomfortable with eliminating a cash option and felt that that should be up to the 
local jurisdictions  
 
Brian suggested that AGC would likely oppose anything that made use of the small work roster easier.  
 
Leeann shared that CPARB is considering a bill to address the small works roster increase.  
 
All agreed that we need more information about who would support and who would oppose the 
proposals. Jim agreed to brief the Board on the possibility of APWA taking a leadership role on one or 
both of these proposals  

 

Mike Johnson 

Mike shared that we should expect the AGC to bring up Mike Johnson again and the APWA may want to 
reach out to AGC and be prepared to defend Mike Johnson again.  

 

Dig Law Updates   

Andrew briefed the committee on a Dig Law bill that was introduced last session.  The bill was 
developed by the UTC to streamline permitting processes. A stakeholder group was brought together 
recently by UTC to review last year’s bill.  UTC is looking for group to sponsor as UTC will not be 
sponsoring.  Seattle and Tacoma are concerned about the bill (permitting agency to go to contractor’s 
place to meet).  Stormwater districts concerned about using high-pressure water methods for digging up 
pipes.   
 
Jane shared that the bill was introduced late and that Seattle opposition probably killed it. It simply got a 
courtesy hearing. The UTC lobbyist left UTC just prior to session so there was no one to push the bill.   



She thought it may have started with the “positive response” issue then blossomed into something 

much larger, like locatable facilities and other issues. 

Jim proposed sharing the bill language with the full Committee with a request to get feedback to 
Andrew. 

 

Road-Rail Conflicts  

Jane briefed the committee on the status of efforts to address the Road-Rail Conflicts.  The FMSIB study 
identified a number of conflicts around the state and ranked them. Tier 1 conflicts had solutions 
designed and funding in place, Tier 3 were conflicts that have not been addressed at any level. The next 
step is for WSAC, AWC and WPPA to develop a legislative ask for an agency to house the database and 
continue the work.  Potentially looking at Tier 3 crossings and funding some of those. 

 

Unit Pricing Contracts  

Jane indicated that since City’s and Ports got unit price contracts passed last year, County’s will 

try to get that this year. Mike indicated that Transit was also interested. Leanne stated that King 

County already had language drafted 

 

Action Items  

1.  Mike will contact AGC to see if there is anyone that can talk with us about the King 

County proposals and Mike Johnson efforts 

2. Leeann will contact CPARB to see if they are looking at bills to address the small works 

roster limits 

3. Jim will share the Dig Law bill with the full committee ask that members provide 

feedback to Andrew.  

4. Jim will revise the 2018 Legislative Agenda and forward to the Board for approval.  

 

 

 


