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Three Rivers
Convention Center
• The Kennewick Public Facilities
District is responsible for the design,
construction and operation of the
Convention Center.
• An interlocal agreement outlines
Obligations and responsibilities of
both the City of Kennewick and the
District with respect to the
Convention Center
• The Center opened on June 19, 2004

Columbia River

Columbia
River
Basin

• The Columbia River basin comprises
some 260,000 square miles.
• It includes parts of seven states, 13
Indian reservations, and one Canadian
province.
• Nineteen percent of the watershed is
in Washington.
• 1240 miles long
• 14 dams (11 in the U.S., 3 in Canada
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Columbia River
Native Americans
• The archaeological record of Native American habitation of the Three Rivers
confluence area stretches back over ten thousand years.
• Tribes and nations including the Yakama, Nez Perce, and Umatilla used the
area for hunting, fishing, and gathering plant foods.

Lewis and Clark Expedition – October 16, 1805
• “… after getting Safely over the rapid and haveing taken Diner Set out and
proceeded on Seven miles to the junction of this river [Snake River] and the
Columbia [Columbia River] which joins from the N. W. passd. a rapid two
Islands and a graveley bare, and imediately in the mouth a rapid above an
Island….”

Columbia River
Cable Stay Bridge

• One of seven major bridge structures
in the Tri‐Cities area.
• Officially called the Ed Hendler
Bridge, it spans the Columbia River
between Pasco and Kennewick as
State Route 397 and was constructed
in 1978.
• First bridge in the United States to
use a 'cable‐stayed' design and is
constructed almost entirely of
prestressed concrete.
• Total Length – 2503 feet.
• Designers were Arvid Grant, John
Clark, and Holger Sven Johnson.
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Columbia River
Manhattan Project

• Hanford Nuclear Reservation broke
ground in March 1943 as part of the
top‐secret Manhattan Project to build
the world’s first atomic bombs.
• Before the end of the war in August
1945, 554 buildings were built at
Hanford, including three nuclear
reactors and three plutonium
processing canyons.

Columbia River
Manhattan Project

• By April 1945, Hanford had provided
enough material for the bombs tested at
Trinity and dropped over Nagasaki.
• Until news arrived of the bomb dropped
on Hiroshima, fewer than one percent of
Hanford's workers knew they were
working on a nuclear weapons project.
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Columbia River
Richland as a “Company Town”
• When World War II arrived, Richland had only 247
residents.
• In 1943, the federal government acquired Richland (along
with Hanford and a vast surrounding area as part of the
Manhattan Project.
• By 1944, the population had boomed to 11,000, almost
entirely workers on the Hanford project.
• By 1950, Richland had 21,809 residents and was nearly
double the size of nearby Pasco and Kennewick.
• In 1958, the federal government relinquished ownership of
Richland and it was incorporated as a first‐class city.

Columbia River
Hanford Reach National
Monument
• The undammed “Hanford Reach” is a
51‐mile segment of the Columbia
from below the Priest Rapids Dam to
Richland
• Supports some of the most
productive salmon spawning
grounds in the Northwest.
• The surrounding lands include nearly
pristine remnants of the shrub‐
steppe habitat that once covered the
Columbia Plateau.
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Snake River
• Length – 1078 miles
• Area – 107,510 sq. miles
• Navigable from Pacific Ocean
to Lewiston, Idaho
• Four dams in Washington

Snake River

Lower Monumental Dam ‐ 1969

Four Snake
River Dams
Ice Harbor Dam ‐ 1962

Little Goose Dam ‐ 1970
Lower Granite Dam ‐ 1975
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Snake River

Lyons Ferry Bridge

The historic structure, originally built in
1927 to cross the Columbia River at
Vantage, was dismantled and put into
storage in 1963 when the new I‐90
Bridge was opened.
In 1968, WSDOT reused an old steel
cantilever bridge now known as the
Lyons Ferry Bridge across the Snake
River and is near its confluence with
the Palouse River on State Route 261,
in the vicinity of Starbuck.

Snake River

Public Ports
Port of Pasco * Port of Walla Walla, Burbank Site * Port of Kahlotus
Port of Garfield Grain Elevators * Port of Whitman‐ Central Ferry, Almota, and
Wilma Sites
*Port of Clarkston is an operating port that manages its 120‐acre waterfront
site for a diversity of business tenants.
*Port of Lewiston is the most inland seaport on the West Coast, located 465
river miles from the ocean.

Clarkston

Lewiston
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Yakima River
• Length – 214 miles
• Area – 6150 sq. miles
• Longest river entirely in
Washington state
• Upper Yakima River has Class I and
Class II rapids, depending on the
circumstances and season
• Lower Yakima River provides
irrigation for productive
agricultural area

Upper Yakima River
• Headwaters are at Snoqualmie Pass
• Three “finger lakes”.
• River valley is corridor for I‐90
(formerly US 10) and US 97 in the
canyon south of Ellensburg.
• Northern Pacific and Milwaukie Road
transcontinental railroads also share
the corridor.
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Lower Yakima River

Lower Yakima River
Apples
• Stretching from the Naches River to the Tri‐
Cities, the Yakima Valley is Washington’s
largest apple producing region
• Yakima region produces high quality apples
of every variety.
• Washington produced over 60% of all U.S.
fresh apples in 2010.
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Lower Yakima River
Vineyards
• Home to over 120 wineries and five American
Viticulture Areas (AVA’s) in just 70 short miles.
• The Yakima Valley AVAs contain more than
17,000 acres, and produce over half of
Washington State’s wine grapes.

Lower Yakima River
Hops
• Hops are the flowering cones of a perennial
climbing vine (called bines).
• Hops give unique flavor and aroma in beer, and
bring balance to the sweetness of malts.
• The Yakima Valley has the ideal combination of
the right climate, day length, soil and access to
irrigation systems for hop growing
• Over 75% of our nation's hops are grown here.
• Around the Yakima Valley, the annual hop harvest
generally starts around the end of August and
runs through September.

10

3/7/2018

Credits
• Google Maps
• Wikipedia
• Yakima Valley Spirits & Hops Trail Blog
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• Washington Apple Commission
• Yakima Valley Wine AVA’s Website
• “The Columbia River ‐ A Photographic Journey” Website
• Washington State Historical Museum
• Lydig Construction
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